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TO THE 

Fourth VoLUMF. 

BOOK VII. CHAP. I. 
"*HE Author, contrary to his expeftation, 
finds himfelf under a neceiEty of making an 
btrodu£lory Preface to this Volume, and at 
the fame time prefents the Reader with two 
letters of a pretty extraordinary nature. i 

C H A P. II. 

be Author flatters himfelf will be no unaccep- 
table prefent to aJl thofe of the fair fex, wiio 
are either truly innocent, or would preferve 
the reputation of being fo. ^4 

CHAP. III. 
efents the reader with the cataftrophe of an 
adventure very difFe/ent from what the be- 
ginning may have given him reafon to ex- 
pea. 31 
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CHAP. IV. 

Contains the rehearfal of a converfation which 
the Author accidentally happened to be wit- 
siefs of, and looks upon himfelf as bound by 
an indifpenfable obligation to make public ^ 
though perfe£lly confcious, from his obferva- 
tions of mankind, that there are a very great 
many of his readers who will hbour all they 
can to bring thefe pages into difcredit. 56 

C H A P. V. 

Prefents the reader with the detail of a very re- 
markable incident, which, I believe, if con- 
fidered with a due attention, there are but 
few people, efpecially of the Fair Sex, who 
will not find themfelves enabled to become 
better members of fociety by having perufed* 

76 
C H A P. VI. 

Which, according to the Author's opinion, 
ftands in no neol of a prelude, as it contains 
only the fequel of an adventure too interefting 
to all degrees of people not to demand the at«- 
tention of every reader, 91 

CHAP. VII. 

Is fomething more concife than ordinary, but 
very much to the purpofe, and will be found 
not the leaft worthy of any in the book of 
being regarded with attention. 1 14. 

CHAP. VIII. 
Prefents the public with the account of an inci- 
dent which cannot but be deeply affeSing to 
the youth of both fexes, and no lefs remark- 
. able in its event than any of the Author's Invi- 
fibilityfbip ever enabled him to difcover. 125 
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Contains a brief detail of fuch occurences a» 
prefented tbcmfelves to the Author's obferva- 
tion in an evening's Invifible ramble thro' fe» 
veral parts of this metropolis. 170 
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Relates fome farther incidents of a pretty par- 
ticular nature, which fell under the Au- 
thor's obfervation in the fame evening's In- 
vifible progreffion. 187 

C H A P. HI. 
Tho' it appears to be no more than a continu- 
ation of the fame evening's ramble, yet it 
prefents the reader with an adventure of 
much more importance to the public than 
any contained in the twa lad foregoing chap- 
ters. 207 

CHAP. IV. 

Relates fome paffages, which, if the Author 
is not very mucn miftaken in. his conjec- 
tures, will draw fighs of compaffion from 
many a tender heart of both fexes. 222 

C H A P.. V. 

May poiEbly become the fubjefl: of fome fu- 
ture Comedy, as there is nothing in the 
ftory that can be objeded to by the Licence- 
Office. 237 

C A A P. VI. 

Will put a final period to the fufpence of my 
readers^ ia relation to Clerimont and Char* 
lottc. 249 
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This the Author has calculated chiefly for the 
fpeculation of the ferious part of his readers, 
and is {hort enough to be eafily paffed over by 
the more gay and unattentive. 262 

CHAP. VIII. 
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• VOL. IV. 

BOOK Vlt. 

C HAP. I. 

Tlji Author^ contrary to bis expeSia^ 
tiorij finds Inmfilf under a necejjity 
of making an introduSlory Preface 
to this Volume^ and at the fame ^ time 
prefents the lUader with two letten 
of a pretty extraordinary nature. 

Have made it my obferva- 
tion, before I had the leaft 
thoughts of becoming an 
Author, that there are two 
forts of Readers who par- 
ticularly diftihguifh them- 
felves frpm all the reft, yet, though di- 
Vol. IV. B red 




reft oppofites in humour, concur in 00c ^ 
point, — that of being eager to fee every 
new book that comes out, and impatient 
till they get to the conclufion of it ; — 
the one of thefe afFefts to be above being' 
pleas'd with amy thing he meets with, 
.efpecially if it exceeds xhe bulk .of a twelve- 
penny pamphlet, condemjning all beyond 
as tedious, tirefome, and infipid ; •— the 
other with alacrity purfues through- every 
page the cataftrophe of the longeft work, 
delighting himfelf with th« expe£bation <^ 
finding fomething to en.tc;rtain him. 

Methinks I hear, on -the publication of 
thefe volumes, fome one of the former 
clafs, with brow contrafted and xnalignant. 
fneer, like Milton's fallen Angel, mutter 
between his teeth, /— ^ What docs the 
«* fellow mean by encumbering us with ajl 

* this trafti } — Who does he think will 

* be at the pains to trudge through fucb 

* a heap of^rubbilh ?' — While thofe erf* 
the other chearfully cry out at the be- 
ginning of every chapter, — • I wonder 

* what mn Inyifibje nas now to prefent 
^ us ^th !* 

But as I had no delign or inclination to 
offend the one, by fpinning out thefe lucu- 
J)rations by any fuperfluous interlocutions ; 
fp I will not fo far diffembley as to com- 

plimeat 
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pliment the other with faying^ that nfiere*- 
ly to oblige them I extended the work to 
the length it is ; ^-^ much lefs will I go 
about CO defend myfelf by the example of 
a certain modern writer, who has found 
out the method of wiredrawing whatever 
matter he takes in hand to fuch an enor- 
mous length, that the eye of remembrance 
k>fes all fight of the beginning before it 
has half reach'd the end. 

No, I will be ingenuous, — and confefs 
the truth, ^— I was miftaken in my cal* 
culation ; nor 'till the tranfcripts I had 
drawn from my Tablets were copied over 
fair for the prefs, could have imagined 
ihev would have employed fo much paper 
and time as thev in effe& have done ; and 
as I proposed from the beginning not to 
conceal from the public any part of the 
difcoveries I had made, I perufted in that 
refolution, without any regard to the 
number of volumes they might fill up. 

This alfo has been the occafiort, that, a 
work which I intended fliould have made 
its appearance the latter end of laft winter 
is poftpon'd *till now; which, as an 
Author, I cannot help looking upon as a 
double misfortune, for two very good 
reafons: — in the firft place, the fadts 
contained in it will be found of a lefs 
B % recent 



^ The Invi^ile Spy. 

recent d^te •, and in the next, by being' 
to long in hand fome particular paffages 
in it: have taken wind, -and by that means 
thofc who imagine themfelves concerned 
in them are prepared to bring the whole 
performance into contempt. 

That this is no idle furmife of my own 
J, am very well convinced, and fo may 
every one elfe who reads the letters in- 
ferted in the introduftion to the Second 
Volume, ^ well as by two others which 
have been fince left for me at the Printing- 
office, and which I fhall now take the 
liberty of prefenting to the public^— the 
firft is from a lady, and contains the fpl- 
lowing line? : 

f- 
To the gentleman, or whatever he is, 

>vho calls himfelf the Invisible Spy, 

^' Mr, Invisible, 

^< T Am told you are going to publilh 
<« A a kind of fcand^lous Chronicle of 
<♦ what you, in your great wifdom, may 
** look upon as the foibles of people }n 
•^ genteel life ; and that neither birth, 
«* beauty, wealth, nor power, are a fufr 
^* ficient defence againft fo univerfal a 
** fatyrift, r— But pray who fet you up 
♦* for a cenfor of your neighbours actions ? 
II -..-By what rule do you pretend to 
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«* judge what is dcferving reproof, and 
" what is not fo ? — Wit is the word 
•« authority you can have, — no body 
•* now adays pays the lead regard to it ; 
" — we women like the man who drefles 
•* well, can fmg a foft Italian air, dance 
** a French Louvre, is complaifant enough 
** to fquire us to all public places, and let 
** us win his money at cards. — Thofe of 
** your own fex alfo think as little of 
** wit as we do, — they know it is no 
** qualification by which they can expedl 
♦V to fuceed either in love or preferment •, 
♦* and therefore, you may be fure, de- 
*« fpife in another what they are not 
« poffcfs*d of thcmfelves. 

•* But I alfo hear that you declare your- 
** felf an enemy to Gaming in particular \ 
«* — and if fo, you infallibly ruin your- 
«* felf with the whole town. — How dull, 
" how fluggilhly would life glide on if it 
** were not for that dear diverfion ? — 
« Drefling and Eating take up but a fmall 
** part of the day, and Plays and Operas 
" of the evening, — What muft become 
*^ of all our vacant hours ? — we (houki 
« die by do2:ens of the fpleen and ya- 
•« pours for want of employment, if Ga-^ 
• •* ming did not rouze our faculties, keep 
" the paffions in a continual flow, and 
" the animal fpirits from being fub^ 
B 3 ** iej&^4 
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** jefted to the odious power of deep aad 
** floth. 

•* If therefore you have pfcfumed ta 
** fay any thing in oppofition to this fa- 
*' vourite amulement, trafe the inveftivc 
** page, or depend upon it your perfor- 
*' mance will be cry*d down at every 
** polite table, not only in town but 
** throughout aJl England. — I would 
** have you know this advice. is given by 
*^ one who has it in her power to be^ 
** either a very ferviceable friend or a 
** moft formidable and bitter enemy ; — 
*' it is in your own choice which of thefe 
** two you will rpake of 

<* Yours, &c# 

" Olimpia/* 

The other letter is from a member of 
the laft ever memorable parliament, and 
was fent a few weeks before the writs 
were iffued out for calling a new one. — ^ 
Thefe are the contents : 

To the Author of the Invisible Spy, 

"SIR, 
** XT' OU cannot but know that a Spy^ 
" X as foon as deteded to be fuch, is 
** condemned by the law of all nations 

« to. 
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** to be carry'd to the firft tree and^ 
** hang'd up immediately. — What then, 
**^ in the name of conimoa fcnfe, can 
" have induced you to affume a charadep 
^ fo obnoxious to manknd, and fo dan- 
** gerous to yourfelf? — Do you ima- 
'* gine that the natural love people have 
" tor intelligence will fave you ? — no, — • 
" if you oflTend all, you muft expeft that 
^* all will be againft you ; -^ but I am 
" charitable enough to hope other wife, 
" and would fain think you concern- 
'* yourfelf only with matters relating to 
** the tea-table and toylet of the ladies^. 
** and are more difcreet than to meddle 
•* with things which ought not to come 
** too- much into the Jieads of the po* 
J* pulace. 

** You underftand me, Ifuppofe; — 
" but left you (hould not, I will tell you' 
" that I (hould be ibrry to find you a 
"dabbler in politics, efpecially at this 
•• critical juncture, when the Parliament 
" is fo near being diflblved and a new 
•♦ Eledion coming on. 

<*'I have the honour to be a member 
•• of the lower houfe, and am very fen- 
" fible that fome motions have b6en made 
*• there, which at the time were highly 
" difpjeafing to the mob-, but as moft 
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** of them fcem to be now forgot, and 
*' others die away apaee,, I would not 
** have you fcratch an old fore and revive 
** the memory of them. 

** The Naturalization Bill moft of all 
•' flicks in the ftomachs of the vulgar ; 
** — but as I take you for a gentleman 
** and a man of fenfe, I will reafon with 
** you a little upon that affair, and doubt 
•« not but to convince you that there 
** never was a Bill better calculated for 
'* the true intereft of the country, and to 
** make us a great and formidable people, 

" I (hall not need to tire your patience 
•< with faying much on the occafion,' — 
"the whole I'um of this argument, con- 
** clufive as it is, may be drawn up in a 
" very narrow compafs, — ; as thus : 

*' Are we not told, in that book 
" which is the rule of our falyation, that 
** we ought to do all the good we can ? 
*' — Is there any thing more pleafing in 
** the fight of God and the world than 
" afts of hofpitality, benevolence and 
** charity ? — And can we give a greater 
** proof how much we are endowM 
** with thofe noble virtues, than by re- 
•* ceiving diftrefs'd ftrangers into the bo- . 
*' fom of our community, and making 

".them 



" them partakers of the fame rights and 
" privileges that we ourfelves enjoy ? — * 
** This confideration alone would be fuf» 
** ficieat to make me, as a good Chri^ 
** ftian, a zealous advocate for a General 
*^ Naturalizat4on, without any limitation 
" or ^exception, whether in regard of 
** Turks, Pagans, Jews, or Athcifts.- 

<* There are alfo two other motives 
•* which, in my opinion, fhould make 
<« every good commonwealth's man and 
" good fubjedt wi(h that this bill might 
" be pafs*d into a law, — as I fliall pre^^ 
" fcntly make appear. 

" Fir ft. It muft be allow'd that the 
" people of England are, of latter years* 
" e)ftremely indolent 5— that the meaner 
'* fort of them are lazy, proud, and 
** luxurious, to an cxcefs, chufing rather 
** to fteal or beg, than work for modc*» 
" rate wages •, — whereas on the con- 
^* trary, thofe who it may be fuppos'd 
*« will<ome over to take the benefit of 
" fuch an aft are robuft in body and 
** humble in mind, — ^ inur'd from their 
*« very infancy to y^ant. -and toil, and ac* 
«.' cuftomM to hajcdlhips, will certainly be 
" glad to fell their labour at a much 
*,' cheaper rate : — their women may alfb 
" be an example to'ours^ and make them 
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«* Icfs delicate and more obedient; — ^ 
<* and how great a bleffing fuch a refor- 
«« mation would be, as the fex at prefent 
*• conduft themfelves, I appeal to all 
^< fathers, hufbands, and mafters of fa- 
f* mifies. 

" Secondly, We want men, — we may 
•« want foldiers too, — things leaft ex- 
*• peftcd often happen ; we cannot affure 
<* ourfelves that the young Pretender may 
•• not quit his lurking holes, and once 
** more attempt to difturb us ; but if aJl- 
•* apprehenfions on his fcore were without 
«* foundation, and that as the greateft part 
*• of his adherents are deftroy*d either by 
«* the fword or the halter, all his hopes 
«• and endeavours were buried with them ; 
*♦ — nay, were the fmall remains of- 
•* that family extindt, yet ftill there 
•' never would be wanting a Pretender to ^ 
*' the Throne of thefe Kingdoms ; — we 
«• all know the late King of Sardinia, as 
«* next of blood, entered his claim in a - 
** Proteft againft the Settlement* of the 
^* Houfe of Hanover, and we have no 
«* room to think his fon would be more 
** paflive, if fuch an opportunity fhould 
♦* arrive ; — never can we flatter ourfelves 
•* with being abfolutely fecure that no 
" other dangers may threaten us from a : 
f * different quarter, 

** All 
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" All thcfe things confider'd, I thrnk 
*^ it very evident, and you .cannot but 
" acknowledge that a General Naturali- 
** 2:ation would not only be greatly, for 
** our honour and convenience, but is ' 
" alfo neccflary for our fafety. 

** However, as I have before obfervM, - 
** the lower clafs of people having taken 
" it into their heads to imagine that this 
** bill, and feveral others, were fo many 
•' attempts to encroach on what they. 
" look upon as their undoubted rights 
** and privileges, I fhould be glad that 
•*^ no mention was made concerning any 
** part of the bufinefs tranfafted in this 
" Parliament ; becaufe I am pretty (en- 
^« fible that there are fome ruftical clod- 
«* pated fellows who arc capable, on the 
♦* Icafl: encouragement from the prefs, > 
" to infult and throw dirt in our faces, 
" inftead of giving us their votes. 

<« I fhould have accompany'd this re- 
«^ queft with a fmall prefent, but really, 
** as things ftand, I find all the readr 
" money 1 can raife will be little enougri ' 
" to ftem the torrent of popular refent- 
** ment ; but if you think fit to comply,^ 
"'I ihall take an opportunity hereafter ' 
B 6- **to^ 
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" to teftify my gratitude, and be ready 
** to prove myfelf, 

" On all occafions, 

** S I R, 

*• Your much obliged 

•' Humble fcrvant, 

** Philotempo.'* 

The letter of Philotempo had not been 
inferted without a reply to it, if thefe Vo- 
lumes had been publifhM at the time I 
firft intended; but as the^ledtion will be 
over long before they can poffibly make 
their appearance, and it is likely he may 
be rechofen, what I would then have 
faid would now, for many reafons, be 
highly improper. 

I muft therefore fubmit to whatever, 
cenfures either he or any other perfon 
Ihall think fit to pafs upon me^ — well 
knowing that to thofe who are refolved to^ 
be offended, all apologies would be in 
vain, and to thofe who read with a de- 
fire of being pleafed, equally unneceffary. 

Some, whofe impatient thirft for intel- 
ligence is not cafily fatisficd, may per- 
haps 
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haps think that in an age fo gay, fo luxu- 
rious as the prefent, when every day, nay 
every hour, teems with fome frefh ad- 
venture, and affords matter for converfa- 
tion, I might have made a more exten- 
five ufe of my gift of Invifibility, and 
that not four, but fourteen Volumes 
might have been well enough employed 
in the rehearfal of what I had feen and 
heard; — but thofe, if any fuch there 
are, will find in the clofe of this work, 
that if I have omitted many things 
which doubtlefs have happened worthy 
remark, it has not been owing to any re- 
miffnefs in me, or a wearinefs of profecu- 
ting my enquiries, but to an unlucky ac- 
cident which flopped me in my full 
qareer, and cut off all/arther opportuni- 
ties of obliging either them or myfelf. 

As this is the laff addrefs I fhall make 
to the public, at leaft while I continue to , 
wear my Bclrof Invifibility, I think my- 
felf obliged, in good manners, to take my 
leave, not only of the courteous but alfo 
uncourteous reader, — which I now do,-^ 
heartily wifhing that the one may find in 
this performance every thing capable of 
entertaining him, and that the other may 
be preferved from falling into the fpleen or 
hypochondriac, by difcharging on me all 
the ill-nature he is poffcfs'd of. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. 11. 

^e Author flatters himfelf will be no 

unacceptable frefent to allthofe of the 

fair Jex^ who are either truly inno^ 

centy or would preferve the reputation 

of being fo. 

^ " H E N a young woman, of what 
rank or degree foever, indulges 
herfelf in a too great freedom of conver- 
fation with one of a loofe and wanton be- 
haviour, fhe cannot wonder that thofe 
who are witneffes of their intimacy fhould 
fufpeft her guilty of the fame inclinations 5 
— and that tho* perfeftly innocent of the 
faults of her companion^ is- made an equal 
partaker of her fhame. • 

Women, who are either bbrn to, or are 
reduced by accidents to low and indigent 
circumftances, excufe themfelves by fay- 
ing, — that the neceffity of their affairs 
compels them to keep an acquaintance 
with perfon$ who they find it their inte- 
reft to oblige ; — but if this be an infuf- 
ficient pretence, as certainly it is, fince 
there is no intereft which ought to be put 
in competition with reputation, what can 

tc 
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be alledg'd in behalf of ladies of fortune : 
and quality, who have it in their power/ 
to chufe their company,' and it cannot be 
fuppofed would converfe with any whofei- 
manners they did not approve ?: 

In fine,., there is no one error in 'con-i 
dudt which, according to my opinion, the 
fex in general Ihould be more upon their r 
guard againft than this i-^— • for tho* fome, , 
dazzled with the pomp of fhow and equi- - 
p^ge, may be weak- enough to imagine, , 
that to appear in public, or be known to » 
have an intimacy with a woman of a pol* 
luted fame, provided fhe be a perfon of- : 
condition, will bring no blemifh on their 
own charafters, or be of any prejudice to 
their morals, yet that fuch an intimacy is 
extremely dangerous to both may be very ' 
eafily dcmotiftrated. . 

Firfl:, as to charader 5 —If the world *. 
Ihould be more filent than it ever was, or - 
ever will be on fuch occafions, it cannot ^ 
be expeifted that a woman, who has 
thrown off all regard for her own honour, 
Ihould have any for that of the perfon 
,|he converfes with, or would even wifli 
they (hould be thought poffcfsM of a virtue • 
flie is entirely deftitute of herfelf ; — no, 
— on the contrary, fhe will rather have 
recourfe to all the wicked artifices (he 

lua^'. 
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may be miftrefs of to caft a fliade over 
that brightnefs which would render her 
own deformity more confpicuous. 

But this', is not the worft danger tO: 
which, an innocent perfon is expofed by 
keeping company with a bad woman ; — 
we arc told,, from, an unqueftionable au- 
tliority, that it is hard to touch pitch' 
without being defiled •, — and certainly 
there is nothing more evident, than that 
vice naturally lofes great part of its hor- 
rors by becoming familiar to the fight : 
. — the chafte heart, which Ihudders at the 
bare repetitions of indecent aft ions, by ac- 
cuftoming itfelf to be witnefs of them,, 
ceafes firft to wonder, and by degrees to. 
detefl: them ; — and though I will not be 
fo uncharitaJDle as to fay, that the mind is 
always corrupted by fuch a communica- 
tion, yet I will venture to affirm, that the 
manners will be fo* 

I know very well, that the timid mo^ 
defty I would fain reojmmend, asthc fyrefl: 
guardian of a Virgin's honour, has for 
many years been exploded ; and that fince 
fome foreign cufloms have unhappily been 
introduced among us, to be capable of 
bluflring is looked upon by thofe who paf^ 
for models of politenefs, as an indicatiaa 
of the want both of wit and good breedings 

This^ 
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This audacity of behaviour being fo 
much the mode, it is not a little difficult 
to diftinguifh between thofe who really 
purfue the diftates of a licentious inclina- 
tion, and thofe who put on a fhew of it 
merely to comply with the example of 
others ; and a perfon who judges of a wo- 
man by what he fees of her in public, 
runs a very great rifque of being miftaken. 

Often has my opinion been led aftray 
in this point, even in regard of ladies 
with whom Iwas moft intimately ac- 
quainted, and faw every day -, nor did I 
ever dare to give a charadler of any one 
of them 'till my Belt of Invifibility aflford- 
ed me an opportunity of prying in the 
fecrets of the alcove. 

Corifca and Emilia are two celebrate4 
beauties, — ; they are almoft equally fol- 
lo\y'd and admir'd by the men ; but 
neither of them were ever jealous or en- 
vious of the praifes given to the other, 
and there was oncefo'exceffive a fondnefs 
between them that they were fcarce ever 
feen afunder : — Corifca has been married 
fome years, — Emilia has not yet been 
prevaiPd Upon to part with her liberty -^ 
but tho' there is this difference in their 
circumftances, there Has been too much 

appearance 
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appearance, upon exadk fimilitude, in 
their humours and conftitutions ; — I fay 
HI appearance ; for I have fince difco- 
vcrM that Hght and darkncfs are not, in 
faft, more widely diftant. 

•Corifca, long before fhe became a wife, 
was lookM upon as what they call a fe- 
male rake ; — fome there were, however, 
who imputed what Ihe did only to the 
too great vivatity of her humour,^ and 
would not believe her guilty of any real 
crime ; but far the greater number were 
of a quite different opinion ; and, indeed, 
• the little regard fhe takes of her family^ 
flnce her marriage, — the public con* 
tempt with which fhe treats her hufband, 
and the frequent quarrels fhe has with 
him in private,, but too much juflify the 
worft charader can be given cither of her 
^economy or her chaflity. 

Yet notwithfJ:anding all thisj there is a 
certain fomething in her air, her wit, and 
her manner of behaviour fo engaging to 
both fexes, that fKe has always been, and 
ftill continues to be, conftandy vifited by 
perfons not only of die befl fortunes, but 
of the befl reputations alfo, who chufe 
rather to feem blind to her faults than 
deny themfelves the plcafurc of her con- 
v^riation^ 
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It IS, beyond all difpute, a very great 
J)ky that a woman fo plenteoufly endow'd 
by nature with every qualification to^ 
fliew virtue in its moft amiable colours^, 
fhould, through a ftrange, depravity of 
principles and inclination,, make ufe of 
all the fine talents Ihe is miftrefs of only- 
to varnifh over the foul face of vice, and; 
endeavouring to give a pleafing afpe£t to. 
the deformity of fm and Ihame.. 

The beautiful peffon of Emilia, — her ' 
^rightly wit, — her good humour and 
affability, rendered her the darling of all, 
who knew her ; — they beheld with an 
infinity of concern her intimacy with 
Corifca, and thofe, who either by proxi- 
mity of blood, or a long acquaintance 
with her,, thought themfelves privileged 
to offer their advice,, did it in the fhx)ngefl:. 
terms, and fpared no remonftrances that 
might prevail on her to break off fo dan- 
gerous k communication •, — but (he was 
deaf to all could be {aid to her on this^ 
fubjedt : — it was her misfortune to be- 
come the miftrefs of her own aftions at 
too early an age r — what fortune (he 
was poffefs'd of was in her own hands,., 
and as (he was entirely independent on* 
her friends, would not fubmit toubc. di-r 
reded by them.. 

Ia4 
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Injuftice to this young lady's charafter, 
however, I muft fay, and fhall hereafter 
prove, that there is a fund of honour 
and virtue in her foul fufBcient.to have 
made her look down with contempt and 
deteftation on the conduct of Corifca, 
and to have oblig'd her, if not to break 
off all converfation with her, at Icafl: not 
to appear with her in public, or make 
one in any party of pleafure where fhe was 
engaged. 

But, alas ! the feeds of thofe noble 
principles for a time lay dormant in her, 
choak'd up with the. natural levities of 
youth, and the mpdiOi exceffes of the age," 
they had not power to flioot forth into 
aftion : — innocently wanton, and indo- 
fcntly gay, (he faw not the danger to 
which (he expofcd her perfon and reputa- 
tion, becaufe fhe thought not of it, nor 
gave herfelf the pains to examine what 
fnares might poflTibly be fpread for her •, 
— but fufFcring herfelf to be continually 
hurried from one amufement ta another, 
nevpr confiderM or reflefted on any thing 
farther than the prefent fatisfaftion. 

I have been thus particular in defcribing 
the charadler and humour of Emilia, be- 
caufe in the courfe of my rambles I have 

found. 
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found too many others of the fame giddy' 
bent, who, without the leaft propenfity 
to ill, have hefedlefly run into -adtions 
which have involved their whok future 
lives in diflionour •, — - thefe, have re^on 
to pardon this digreffion, efpecially as it 
has not been tedious, and I fhall now rer 
turn to the adventure which occafion'd it^ 

Among the many InvifibleVifits, which 
for a confiderable time together I had 
made to the apartment of this celebrate4 
Corifca, I happened to be there one 
morning when FaVdnitis and Palamedc 
were with her ; — the firft of thefe gentle- 
men is of a very amorous inclination, and 
known to be what the world calls well 
with her -, — the other, though gay and 
lively as Mercury himfelf, has been re- 
ftrain'd either through want ^ of inclina- 
tion to her perfon, or his friendihip to. 
Favonius, from attempting to take any 
private liberties, ^nd feldom vifits her but 
in his cpmpany. , 

The difcourfe they were engaged in,^ 
when I firft broke in upon them, I found! 
was on fubjefts of too trifling a nature for 
me to fpread my Tablets for the recep-^ 
tion, fo I fhall make no repetition of any 
things were laid *till the entrance of 
EmUia, who came in foon after. 

Firft 
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The firft falutations were no fooncr over, 
than Coriica taking her fondly by the 
liand fpoke thus: 

Corijca. * Dear creature, this is aa 
-* excefs of goodnefs in you to come thus 
^ early, — I did not expeft you 'till 
** dinner time/ 

Emilia. * Indeed, my dear, I never 

* waited on you with fo ill a will, nor 

* came on an errand fo difagreeable to 

* my inclinatiojBi; for I have but juft 
^ time to tell you, that I am deprived of 

* the pleafur^ I propofed to myfelf of 

* pafling the whde day with you.' 

Corifca. * On \diit occafiofl P 

Emilia. * The moft unlucky one that 

* could have happened ; — an old aunt of 

* mine has taken it irt:o her head to quit 

* her Rookery and Hen-houfe in the 

* country,' and come to ftare and be 
^ ftared at in town ; '— (he arriv'd lalj 

* night, and fent me word that fhe muft 

* needs fee me this morning 5 — decency 

* obliges me to go, -^ Ihe is my god- 

* mother, and beudes is pretty rich. 

Carijca^ 
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Corifca. ^ But carmot you make fome 
« excufe to leave her as foon as you have 
« paid your compliments ? — I fliall have 
^ all the world here this afternoon, and 

* would not have you abfqnt upon any 
•* fcore. 

Emilia. * It cannot be avoided, — (he 
' pretends to have a huge fbndnefs for 

* me, and I know will detain me, with a 

* thoufand impertinent declarations of it, 

* 'till bed time; I — fo, my dear, adieu for 

* this whole tedious day, — to-morrow, I 

* hope, will atone for this vexation. — 

* Gentlemen, your fervant/ 

In fpeaking thefe laft words flie turn'd 
upon her heel and ran out of the room ; 
but not fo haftiiy but that Palamede, 
with one ftride, join'd her at the door 
and led her down ftairs; — in the mean 
time Corifca, looking on Favonius, faid 
to him : 

Corifca. * I pity poor Emilia ; — the 
' impertinent fondnefs of an old relation 
' is almoft as great a mortification as the 

* fawcy indifference of a young fello^ 

• that one likes.* 

Pa'^onius, 
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Favontus. • The beautiful Corifca, I 

* am fure, can never be in danger of ex- 

* periencing the latter of thcfe vexations.* 

- To prove the fincerity of this affevera-^ 
tion he clofed it with a ftrcnuous em- 
brace, which Corifca returned ; — there 
was time for no more, — Palainede came 
back, and Favbnius, with a fmile, ipoke 
in this manner : 

Favontus. VBy the fparkle in your 

* eyes, Palamede, I (hould imagine the 

* piece of gallantry you have (hew'd to 

* Emilia has been more than ordinarily 

* well received.* 

Palamede. * This and all others I 
« have yet had in my power to treat that 

* lady with have been too trifling to de- 

* ferve much notice from her/ 

Favontus. * Oh, -*- every kind glance 

* gives tranfport to a man- in love ; ■— 
' — yoit mull know, madam, I havejuft 

* found out that Palamede is moft defpe- 

* rately in love with Emilia. 

Corifca. ^ Indeed ! — and do you al- 

* low th% charge, Palamede ?* 

Palamede, 



irbi Invijthle ^TY. 25 

Paldmede. * Not altogether, madam ; 

* — I am not abfoluteLy in love, but con- 

* fefs I think Emilia an extreme fine girl, 

* and have had fome very lufcious dreams 
^^ on her account.* 

Corifca. * What hkiddl^ you then from 

* making your addrcfles to her ?* 

Palamede. ^ Why faith, madam^ — to 

* confefs the truth, I was afraid of not 

* fucceeding on the terms I wi(h*d to do j 
'^ and as for marriage, the circumftanccs 

* of my eftate require I Ihould make 

* cl^oice of a wife with a much larger fof- 

* tune than Emilia is poflefs*d oV 

Favonius. * You are perfeftly in the 

* right, Palamede; — a good fortune 
"* with a wife is abfolutely neceflary for a 
« mart of pleafure, as it enables him to 

* make handfome prefents and entertain* 

* ments to thofe women he may happen 
< to like better/ 

Corifca. * Soy Palamede, you dumft 

* not alk Emilia the queftion, for fear of 
^ meeting a rebuff from her over-fcrupu- 
' lous virtue/ 

Vol. IV. C Palamede. 
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Palamede. « That is indeed the cafe, 
^ -madam/ - 

, Cmfca. * Then you are a fool : •— 
.-^ not but I believe Emilia is perfeftly in- 

* nocent as yet ; — but what is innocence, 

* what is virtue, what is. honour, when 
^ oppos'd to love and inclination ! — Do 

* you not know what mrs, Behn, who 
< muft be allowed to be a per feft judge 
^ of n'ature in our Tex, /ays upon this 

* occafion ? 

X)h curfed honour, thou w*ho firft did'ft 

damn 
;A. woman to the fin of fhame ! 
Honour, who taught Jovely eyes the art. 
To wound, and not to cure the heart; 
^ ith love t'invite, but to forbid with awe. 
And to themfelves prefcribe a cruel law. 
His chief attributes are pride and fpight, 
His pow'r is robbing lovers of delight. 
Honour, chat puts our words, that fhould 
> be free,. 

Into a fet formality ! 
Thou bafe debaucher of <he g^en'rpus 

heart, 
^hat teachefl: all our looks and aftions art. 
What love defign'd a facred gift, 
"What nature made to be poflefs^d* 
JMiftaken hojaour made a tlieft. 

Thou 



\ 
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Thou foe to pleafure, nature's worft difcjfe I 
Thou tyr^r>t over mighty Icings, 
Be gone to princes pdaces. 
But let the humble fwain go on. 

In the bleft paths of the firft race of tnan. 
That neareft were to Gods allied. 

And, form'd for love, difdain'd all other 
pride. 

The emphatic accents and graceful 
manner with which Corifca pronounce^ 
thcfe lines, adding to the beauty of the 
poetry, ftruck fo much upon the hearts 
of the two gentlemen, that they could not 
forbear clapping their hands, and crying 
out feveral times, ^ Encore, —* Encore, 

* charming Corifca.* -^ On which Ihf 
laugh*d heartily, and reply*d, 

Corifca. * I want none of thefe thea- 

* trical teftimonies of approbation ; — I 
' would only convince Palamede, from the 

* iinqueftionable authority of our Englilh 

* Sappho, that when a woman loves, no 
. * confiderations are of force to rellrain 

* her from afting up to the diftates^of 

* her paffion/ 

Palamedi. * Ay, madam, if I could 
< flatter myfelf with the hopes of being 

* lov'd by Emilia, I fhould have nothing 

* to apprehend.* 

C 2 Carifca. 
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Corifca. -^ I will not pretend to tell 
•=* you that fhe is fo much in love as not 

* to be able to eat, drink, or fleep for 

* the thoughts of you \ but I have heard 
^ her fay a thoufand- times over^ I be- 

* lieve, that you are, without exceptioa, 

* the prettieft fellow in the whok.town, 
'• — that you drefs the beft, — and have 

* fomething peculiarly agreeable in your 

* air and manner of behaviour; — and 

* on the ftrength of this, japd /ome other 

* indications! have obferved about her^ 

* I dare venture to affirm that you arc 
-* far from being indifferent to. her,^ and 

* that fhe would be little lefs pleas'd than 

* yourfelf with an opportunity of being 

* entertained by you ia private/ . 

Palamede. * Dear madam, you make 
^ me the moft tranfported man alive -— 
** But by what means can fuch a thing be 

< brought about ? — Ibmc fcheme muft 
-* be laid for that purpofe. 

Corifca. * Nothing mofe cafy 5 — I 
« have it all in my head alre«iy -, — flie 

* will go any where with nie ; — ^ we fhall 

* be together to-morrow 5 — • you two 
« fhall come in as if by accident, and 

< propofe going to take the air on the 
^>pther fide of the water j.— there is a 

* houfc 
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** Koufe the nioft cammodioufly lituatcd 

* that can be ; — good gardens, good 
*- wine, good beds, good every thmg : ^ 
' Favonius is well acquainted witH the 
^' iplace.* 

Favonius. ^ I fuppofe you mean that 

* kept by mrs. «******.V 

Corifca. * The fame. — When we 
^ have been there fome time, and it be- 

* gins to draw near the hour proper to 

* think of going home, you fhall dif* 
•charge the coach, and pretend the fel-^ 

* low got drunk and went away without 
^ your knowledge $ *-— there will be no 

* poflibility of procuring a vehicle to 

* bring us to town, efpecially at night; 

* — Favonius muft be content to do pe- 

* nance with me in loitering about the 

* gardens, or in fomething or other, *till 

* morning, while you make the moft of - 
•"•your time with Emilia.' 

Palamede. * Excellent, — my charm-* 

* ing Machiavel I — But how ihall we 
••prevail on Emilia to be feparated from 
•^hcr dear Corifca ?' 

Corifca, * Leave that to my manage- 

* ment ; — fhe fhall fufpeft nothing of 

* the matter 'till fhe finds herfclf alone 

C 3. • mtXx- 



30 ' Tibe Invifible S^Y. 

* with you, — and then it will be your 

* bufinefs to make her fatisfied with be^ 
« ingfb/ 

Palamede. * Kind creature, — where 
*' (hall I find words to thank this com- 

* paffion to a fufFering lover ?* 

Cortfca. * Never trouble yourfelf about 
« thanks, — good adions, they fay, re- 

* ward themfelves.' 

Favomus. * As for my part, I fhall 
defer thofe acknowledgments which 
your excefs of goodnefs demands from, 
me, both on my own fcore and that of 
my friend, *till to-morrow night, whea 

* they fhall make part of that agreeable 

* penance I am to perform.* 

This fpecch of Favonius paved the way 
for a converfation conformable enough to^ 
the charaders of the perfons engag'd ia 
it ; but I am certain would not be well 
relilh'd by that part of myjeaders which 
I am moft amoitious of obliging •, — I 
j Ihall therefore clofe the fcene, as indeed. 
I did foon after my Tablets, and quitted, 
the apartments of this fair libertine, in 
order to retire to my own, and, contemplate 
at leilure on what I had feen and heard. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Prejents the reader with ,the catajirophe^ 
of an adventure very different from' 
what the beginning may have given' 
him reafon to expeSl. 

THO' I had thought myfelf toor 
well acquainted with the principle^^ 
and inclinations of Corifca, to be ^t all 
furprifed ar any aft of licentioufnefslhc 
could pofllbly be guilty of, y^t I could^ 
nor defend my, fenfes ftom being; feiz'd* 
with the extremeft fhock, oh finding fhe 
could be bafe enough to condefcend to 
become the inftrument of others pleafures, 
.and betray the'innocence of a young lady 
for whom fhe had as much friendlhip as is- 
confiftent with a woman of her charafter^' 
-^forgetting all this while what the gooct 
old poet, M4r. Philip Maffengcr, tells us 
on an occafion fun ilar to this of Corifca- 
and Emilia. - 

♦ Virtue and Vice in one fole point agree, ^ 

* Each would be glad all like themfelyes' 

* might be.' 

C 4 Ta^ 
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In ruminating vety wifely,, as I theni 
in)agin*d« on what Corifca had faid ta. 
l^alamede, I muft confcfs I entertained 
ftifpicions not at all to the advantage of 
poor Emilia ; •-— I fancied that (he had: 
in reality confefs'd a paflion for that 
gentleman, and Corifca, in forming this, 
contrivance to bring about a private in- 
terview between them, had done nothing, 
but what ihc was convinced in her own 
mind would be highly fatisfaftory to her 
fair friend. 

It was never my cuftom, however, to> 
place an entire dependance on conjefture,, 
whether of my own or that of another 
perfon, fo refolyed to be as convinced as 
my Invifibie infpeftion could make me. 

Accordingly the next day in the after- 
noon I girded on my precious Belt and 
went to the houfe of Corifca ; ~ Emilia 
was not yet come, but juft as I arriv-d I 
heard her give orders to refufe admittance 
to all of her own fex except that lady, 
and alfo to all thofe of the other except 
Favontus and Palamede, 

As I doubted not but I fhoyld be able 
to fathom the whole truth of this affair, 
by the converiation tljgt would pafs be- 
tween 
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tween thefe two ladies while they believed 
thcmfelves alone together, I was fextreme- 
ly impatient for the approach of Emilia, 
and equally rejoiced when 1 faw her enten 

The firft falutations they gave each - 
ether were fuch as might be expefted 
from pcrfons who mutually profefs*d fo 
warm and tender a friendlhip 5 — the 
fubjciSls they afterwards talk*d upon were 
riot of any confequence -, — not one word 
of Palamede nor the projeded toUr was 
mentioned, -^on which I abfolved Emilia 
from all blame on this account, and was 
forry I had ever wrong*d her. 

But the lefs room I had to condemn, 
the greater caufe' I had to pity her, and 
td deteft the cruel plot contrived, and io 
near being put in execution againft her 
virtue; but I had no time to indulge 
meditation, — the gentlemen prefently 
Came in, — the propofal, as agreed uporr 
between them and Corifca, was imme* 
diately made, — the ladies gave a ready 
a(Jent, -—a' hackney-coach was order'd to ' 
b6 caird to the door, and every one 
fcfcm'd equally on the wing to be gone. 

The reader will now perhaps imagine, 
that it being eafy to fee into the end of 
this affair, there was no occafion for any 
C 5. farther 
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farther enquiries in relation to it, and that 
curiofity had received its utnioft gratifica- 
tion ; — but I happened to be of a diffe- 
rent way of thinking, — I fincerely pitied. 
Emilia, and could not help being defi- 
rous to fee how fhe would refent the bafe 
artifice pradtifed on her when Ihe fliould> 
difcover it, and alfo how Corifca wouJd. 
conduit the plot flite had contrived. 

It was no difficult matter for me to. 
know the houfe they were going to, both, 
by the defcription I had heard given of 
it the day before by, Corifca, but alfo by;, 
what I had> been told by other people, 
concerning its commodioufnefs for in- 
trigue, fo I no fooner found a hackney- 
coach was order'd, than I haftily quitted, 
the poft I was in, — made the beft of my. 
way to . the place of rendezvous, - — got. 
there before them, — took up my ftand 
at the entrance, — faw them alight, and 
followed them, into a well-furnifli'd fpa-. 
cious; room, to which they were ulher'd; 
ty a.fp^uce waiter. 

"Wine and bifcuits were immediately 
ferved up, and the company, after having 
refrefh^d themfelves with this little regale, 
went to walk in the gardens, which I 
I f9und indeed very pleafant, — well laid 
Wi iQJo parterres and knots, and larger 

than.. 
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than I could have ima'gined ; — F^vonius 
led Corifca, andPalamede had Emilia by 
the hand, "who, during this promenade,' 
took the opportunity of entertaining her 
with many tender- fpceches, but inter-^ 
mix*d with nothing that the mbft chafte 
ear might not have Hften'd to without- 
calling a blufh upon the face. ' ^ 

I was fbrry, however, to obferve' that 
fhe receiv'i what he faid with a certain 
languilhment in her eyes which efh-; 
bolden'd him to go on, and rriade me fear/ 
that he had indeed a fecret afcendanCy/ 
over her uncautious, unfufpefting heart* ^ 

On their return into the houffe a table 

was fpread with every thing that could' 

excite the appetite or exhilcrate the fpirits 5 

i — the chearfulriefs and good humour 

I of the gueftsgave a double relifh to the 

^> repaft, — wit and fparkling champaign 

c«>wn'd the board ; and tho' the ladies 

allayed the too great potency of the one by 

the afliftance of water,, yet the other 

flow'd with no lefs ftrength and vigour. 

After fome hours had been pafs^d ir( 
the height of gaiety, Corifca on a fudden 
loek'd upon her watch, and affumrng a' 
more ferious air than fhe was- accuftom*cf 
to .wear, told the rompany th it it was 
. C 6 ' n^P' 
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near one o'clock, aad they muft think of ^ 
departing for London*, —to which Far 
vonius reply'd, 

FavomuJ. * Anaongallthe ridiculous 

* things naankind was ever guilty of, I 

* know none more fo than the having kt 
« their wits to work to invent a machine, 
« and then fubmitting, to be governed 
•by it/ 

Corifca. • There are many other law^ 

• aa well as this, by which the filly 
« world have bound themfelves to go 

• contrary to the primitive rules of na- 

♦ ture and inclination, — indulging by 

• flsealth only thofc pictures which they 

* were born freely to enjoy ^ but, how- 

< ever^ all thefc cuftoms, difagrceable as 

« they, are to peojde of real wit and fpirit, . 

* muft in fome meafurc be comply*d 

* with, or the ftupid vulgar would prc- 

< fently accufe us of irregularity and in- 

• decency/ 

Palameds*. • I look upon every one 

♦ here, madam, to be above the cenfures 

• of the vulgar, yet I will not pretend to 

• enter into any arguments on that head ;. 

♦ and dare anfwer for Favonius^ as well as 

* fot myfelf, .that h? wowJdnot pncfiime 
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**to detain you a moment beyond the- 
*^thne you think proper to go.' 

Emilia. * Indeed, gentlemeni I'think,- 
*^ and I believe CoriiTca does fo too> that 

* ta ftay any longer at this time would 
*' rather diminifh than add fo the fetisfac-' 

* * tion we have hitkerto enjoy 'd.*' 

Favoniuf, * After fuch a> dtclaration, - 

* madam, any farther prcllures to the 
•^contrary on our part, might juftly be 

* iook'd upon as impertinent and trouble- 

* ^fome : • — it is certainly your province 

* CO command,-— ours implicitly to obey/ 

In- fpe^ing thcfe I^ words, he went- 
out of the room with Palamede, as it^ 
might be iijppbfed to difchargc the 
reckoning of thehoufe •, but in a few mi- - 
nutses return*di and with a feeming con- 
cern in their faces faid, — that the coach- - 
man, cither by having got drunk or v 
miftaking his orders, had gone away foon : 
after he had fet them down j -—on which i 
Corifca affedled to be extremely furprifed, 
and Emilia being really fo, they both ' 
cryM out at the fame time^ 

Corifca. * This is the oddeft accident 
fuse that.cver happened, 

Emilia,' 
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Emilia. * Blefs me ! — .^hich way 
*' Jfliall we get home !* ' 

Palamede. * As for going home, ma- 

* dam, it is a thing quite out of thfe 

* Queftion ; •^— - we have enquired, and 
'there is no ppffibility of procuring. 

* either coach, chariot, poft-chaife, or 
• ' any fort of carriage whatever^ 'till the 

* morning breaks^-— foi, ladies, you muft 

* content yourielves with being our gucte 

* for .the remainder of the night.'- 

Corifca. * Well, fince it is fo wc muft ^ 

* 'e'en make a virtue of neceflity, and * 

* divert ourfelves as well as w« can/ 

Palamede, * It would be an unpardon- 

* able vanity in us, madam, to imagine 

* that any thing in our converfation could . 

* compenfate for the want of your repofe; , 
4 — we will therefore order a bed to be 

* got ready for you two .ladies, while Fa- 

* vonius and myfelf watch the approach 
** of day, in' order, to provide a vehicfe 

•^ for carrying us to .town.' 

'^ Corifca. * 'No, no, — by no means, . 
? — we 'will all (hare the *fame fate ; it 

* would be ftrange indted, if four people 

* of .tafte and fpirit could not fincf/ome; 

* way- 
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*• way to amufe each other for the fpacc 
*" of one night.! 

While (he was fpeaking a Concert of 

Elutes, a Hautboy, a Double- Curtal, and 

fome other wind mufic, on a fudden fa- 

. luted, their ears, — on which fhe cry'd out, 

Corifca. * Hark ! — mufic ! ' — if it- 
« continues it will very well atone for the 

* lofs ot a few hours .fleep.' » 

Emilia. * Nothing ever happened fo:.^ 

* fortunately for me ; — I love mufic as 

* I, love my life, efpecially of this fort.' 

In fpeaking this flie ran haftily-^to thc> 
window ^nd, threw up tha fafh, in order *: 
to hear the feveral inftruments- more di-. 
ftindlly -, — Palamede followM, and they 
both.feem'd abforb'd in a moft profound 
attention for . fome minutes, which Fa-> 
v.onius< andl Corifca.obferving, took that* 
opportunity of pafling jToftly behind them- 
and flipp'd out of theroom. 

Emilia turning her head prefently afters 
with^a defign, as I fuppofe, to fay fome- 
thing either to the .one or. the other, .was. 
furpriied at feeing neither of them there, 
ana cry*d out to ralamede, 

Emilia. 
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Emilia. * Blefs me! — - what is be- 



« * 



come of Favonius and Corifca!' 



Palamede. * I know not, madam ; — r 
« ^perhaps they are gone down into the 

* garden, tb be nearer to the mufic, 
*/ which feems to proceed from the lower 
' end of the walk.* ' 

Emilia. * Very likely ; --- they might • 

* have told us, however ; — ^^^ but fince it- 
« Is fo we will follow them.' 

Palamtde. * With all my heart/ ma- 

* Mam ; — but firft permit me to reveal 

* a fecret to you which you ought to be 

* told, and my brcaft has long labour*d ^ 

* with an impatience ofdifcovcring/ 

Emilia^ ^ A fecret ! — What fecret '^ 

* tan you have with me that would be 

* ^orth lofing one note of this heavenly 

* imific to liften to ! * 

Palamtdi. * I hope you will be of an«' 
< lother opinion, madam, when I fhall • 

* tell you that *the whole happinefs of my - 
^ future liYe, and even my lours eternal 

* p^ace, depends upon it/ 

Emili^^ 
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Emilia. * You may tell me what you^ 

* will, but I Ihall believe nothing of the 
*• matter ; -~ fo let us rejoin our friends/ 

It is not fo much by what people fay, 
as by the manner in which they deliver 
themfelves, that the fincerity of their 
wocds may be guefs'd at-, and I was 
heartily glad to find, both by the looks 
of Emilia and the tone of her voice, that 
flie indeed had more inclination to do as 
ftie had propofed, than to (lay and fuffer 
herfelf to be entertained by Palamede in 
the way Ihe might eafily perceive he was 
about to do it. 

The difcreet intentions* of this young, 
lady, however, could avail her but little 
in her prefent fituation ; — • Palamede got 
between her and the door as Ihe was en- 
deavouring to go out, and throwing him- 
felf upon his knees before her, and at the. 
fame time catching faft. hold of both her 
hands, faid.toher,, 

Palamede.. 'No, charming Emilia,, L 
*- have not fo long languifh'd for an op- 

* portunity like this to. let it now efcape 

* me 1 — you muft, — you fkall hear. 

* me. — By Heaven I love you ! — love 

* ypu to the moft raging he^ht the paf- 

* fiQni 
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* fion can infpire f — For many, many 

* tedious weeks, you have been the only 
^ objed: of my nightly vifions and waking 

* thoughts, — and — / 

He was going on, but Emilia inter- 
rupted him by replying in thefe teTms^ 
accompanied with an air full of rcfent- 
ment and confufion. 

'Emilia. * Fye, Palamede, this railery 

* is impertinent and infipid, — and what 

* I could not have expefted to be treated 

* with by a perfon who has the charadter 

* of good fenfe and breeding.* 

Palamede. * Cruelly urged ; — oh 
^ could you fee into my heart you would 

* find it all devoted to you ! — devoted 
^ to you with a tendernefs fo perfeft as 

* can be equaled by nothing but the 
^ charms that have fubdued it. — Frown 

* not, adorable Emilia, nor druggie to 

* get loofe -, for by all my hopes, never 

* will I quit the grafp I have taken of 

* you, nor rife from the pofture I am 
^ in, *till I have convinced you of the 
' fincefity, as well as ardency,, of the 

* flame you have kindled in me/ 



c« 



Emilia. * Sir, this no<5lurnal declara- 
tion is little confiftent with that refpeft 

*^ which 
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< which is always the attendant of anho- 

* nourable paflion. — If you had, in- 

* deed, any thoughts of me of the na- 

* ture you pretend, I am no reclufe, and 

^ you might have found a more proper . 

* feafon to acquaint me with them.* 

Palam(de. « The paflion I am in- 

* flamed with, is not of a nature to fub- 

* mit to the dull forms obferved * by 

* vulgar lovers. — Bcfides, what feafon 
' can be more fit for love than night, the 

* friend of love ? — Turn your eyes to- 
' wards the window' and behold the filver 
' moon, with all the thoufand twinkling 

* ftars ; iee how fweet^ how mild they 

* (hine,. witJi. what benevolent afpeds they 

* dart their rays upon us •, — liften to the 

* melodious founds you jufl: now praised -, 

* — will not all thefe foften your foul, 
' — melt you into piy, and make you 
' think fuch. love as mine deferves fome 

* recompence I* 

Emilia. ' Ffl hear no more ; — un- 
V hand me, fir, and give me liberty to* 

* feek our friends ; — or be afllired my 

* cries ftiall.raife the houfe.' 

He then let go her hands and rofe from^ 
the pofl:ure he had been in ; but ftill kept 
his back clofe. againft the door, while 

witii; 
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with a half fmile, he reply'd to what flic- 
had faid in this manner ; 

Palamede. * Madam, you are obeyM 
•in part,, and if I acquiefce to every 
^ thing you demand, it is not to be 
•• imagined that you would be one jot 
*: lefs in my power than now -, — our 
' friends are too deeply engaged with 
** each other to fufFer themfclves to be 
' interrupted •, and as to the people of 
' the houfe they know their diftance, and 
*• are always extremely deaf on thefe oc- 
^ ^ cafions.*^ 

On hearing him fpe^ thus flie burft 
into a flood of Tears, and throwing het'- 
fclf into a chair, cry'd out» 

Emilia. « Oh" heavens ! — is this pof- 
•^*fible ! — can Corifca be fo vile ! -^ am^ 

* I betray'd! — bafely given up by her 

* to infamy and ruin I* 

On hearing her make this exclamation, 
ht left the place where he had been ftand- 
iug and feated himfelfnear her, — ^ then 
taking one of her hands and preflTing it 
tenderly to his lips^ fpoke to this efFed : 

Palamede. < Not fo, my angel! — 

* by heaven^ the tranlaftions of this night 

* ftiall 
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* fliall be for ever a facred and inviolable 

* fecret! -— not even Favonius nor Co- 
"*• rifca fliall be acquainted with it if you 

* delire the contrary ; — I know they 
-* will laugh at me, but no matter, — I 
^ can bear all that, and much more, to 

* comply ^with the leaft requeft made by 

* my d^ar Emilia ; — oh then be kind, 

* and blefs my longing wiflies '! — let no 
^ reluftance damp the coming joys, but 
^ yield to ftiare the happinefs you give I* 

The confternation of Emilia, on find- 
ing fhe was expofed to the danger Ihe 
now was in, by the very woman whom 
ihe moft had loved, and moft believed 
her friend, had thrown her into fo pro- 
found a reftrery, that I much qucftion 
whether fhe heard any part of what Pala- 
mede had lately been fpeaking to her, 'till 
ciofing his proteflations with a ftrenuous 
embrace, fhe ftarted up^, broke from bitii, 
and looking wildly round the room fhe 
ipy*d two fwords^, which Favonius and 
Palamede had pluck'd off on their en- 
trance and put in a window, — fhe 
fnatch'd up one of them, and drawing it 
out of the fcabbard in an inflant, held 
tftepdnt to her breafl:, faying at the fame 
time^ 

Emilia. 
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Emilia. * Here is at leaft a refuge 

* from difhonour ; — ^ that bafe woman, 

* who thought to make me as vile as I 

* now find Ihe is herfclf, fhall meet with 

* a difappointment (he perhaps does not 
' expeft ; — if you offer to approach me, 
^ or advance one ftep beyond the fpot 
' you (land upon, this goes into my 
' heart!' 

The amazement, — the (hock, — the 
confufion Paiamcde was in at this aftion 
is altogether impoffible to defcribe ; — her 
words, — her Ipoks, — her voice, — con- 
vincing him fhe .was indeed in earneft, 
he remained fpeechlefs, — without mo- 
tion, — his eyes fixed on her in a kind 
of ftupid ftare, and feem'd like one trans- 
fixed with thwnder, — at length, reco- 
vering himfelf a little, he faid to her, in 
a faultering voice, 

Palamede, * For heaven's fake, ma- 

* dam, wound not thus niy foul by the 

< fight of your defpair ! — you have no 

< caiife ! ' — it is certain that I long have 

* lov*d you, but never had a thought of 

< reducing your innocence ; — the plot to 

* bring you hither was not of my con- 

< triving ; — 'tis true I came into it, as 
« where is the man would not ? but be 

* affured 
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* affured I am no ravlfher, nor capable of 

* owing my pleafures to brutal violence ; 

* — oh therefore* tHrow afide that cruel 
^ weapon, or turn the point on me, and 

* if I make the leaft attempt to offend 
' your modefty bury it to the hilt within 

* my bofoml' 

Emilia. * Sir, I once lookM upon 

* you as a man of honour, and (hould 
rejoice to find you could redeem yourfclf 
in my opinion.* 



i 



Palamed^. ' By all that's facred, not 
^ the utmoft' gratification of my loofeft 
' wifhes could have given me half the 
? joy as now, to prove myfelf not wholly 

* unworthy the cfteem of fuch exalted, 
' virtue ! — * Charming Emilia ! — per- 

* feft in mind as well as form! — ia 
< both angelic ! — • behold me your con- 

* vert ! — The love I had for you is now 

* rarified into adoration ! -^. your virtue, 

* like chemifts gold, turns all into itfelf^ 

* and leaves no groffer particles behind ! 

* -^ forgive what is"paft> abd never -^— 
«. never more will I prefum'e to entertain 

* you with difcourfeis lefs chafte and pure 

* than your own virgin thoughts !' 

Emilia. * May I believe this peni- 

* ience fincerc ?* 

Palamede. 
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Palamede. * You may, by heaven 1 
* and when I relapfe into my former 
•« crime, may infamy, — difeafes, — die 
"^ contempt of the whole world, — your 
< eternal hatred, and every other curft 
"* fall on me ? 



Emilia. * Then find fome way, if pof- 
* fible, to take me immediately from this 
^ place, and conduft mc fafe to my own 

apartment.* 



•< 



Palamede. ^ My readinefs to obey 
^ you, madam, I hope, will prove the 
^ integrity of my •prefent intentions, and 
;• be fome atonement for the paft ; ^— it 
^ is my happinefe to have it in my power 
« to do what you require vdth much more 
'^ eafe than you imagine 5 — you (hall no 
« longer, beautiful Emilia, be impofed 
^ upon ; -^ the coachman, whom we 
^ pretended had left us, has only put up " 

* at an inn not above forty yards difiant 

* from this houfe^ — I luppofe he may 

* be gone to bed by this time, as we 
^ told him we fhould not return to Lon- 

* don 'till the morning 5 but I will fend 
^ and Have him roufed.' 

He had fcarce made ^W end of fpeak*- 
ing tfaeie words, when he rang the bell, 

and 
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jjind a waiter coming prcfently up, he gave 
rVh the neceffary orders for fulhlling the 
pi jmife he had juft given to Emilia; on 
wiiich that young lady, with the utmoft 
fatisfaftion ia her voice and eyes, cry*d 
out, 

Emilia. * This is truly honourable, 
* indeed, — and worthy of yourfeJf.' 

Something which that inftant ftartecj 
into the mind of Palamede, hinder'd hinji 
from making any anfwer, or even, per- 
haps, from hearing what (he faid; --7' 
he rang the Bell a fecond time with all 
his force, and call'd for pen, ink and 
paper, which being brought, he tol^ 
Emilia that decency and good manners 
would not fuffer Wm to depart without 
taking fome notice of the occafion to !Fa- 
vonius, with whom he had always lived 
in a perfedt good underftanding, ancl 
therefore intreated her permiffion to write 
a few lines to that gentleman : — the're- 
qucft was too reafonable not to be com- 
plied with, and he fat down and didtated 
the following little epiftle : 



Vol. IV. D To 



50 ^be Inviftble Spy. 

f 
To Fa VON I us. 

** My dear friend, 

« npHlNGS have happcnM very dif- 
** A ferent from what I was made to 
** expedt in regard to Emilia : — in fine, 
•' — ihe is not a woman but an angel, — 
** as fuch I fhall always efteem her, and 
** think it my glory to obey every com- 
•' mand Ihe is pleafed to lay upon me : 
" — the firft (he has honoured me with is 
•* to t-emovc her hc;nce and conduft her to 
*• her own apartment, which I am juft 
" now about to do. — I have no oppor- 
" tunity to difcharge the mulic or tlie 
♦' cxpences of the houfe, fo beg you will 
•* take the whole upon you, and meet 
** me to-morrow evening at Braund's, 
" where we will fup together and fettle 
** that aflfair. — Make what compliments 
^* and excufes you fhall think proper for 
;* me to Corifca, and believe me, 

** With the greateft fitlcefity, 

" Dear Favonius, 

f* Yours, Sec. 



While 
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^hile Palamede was thus cm ploy \l, 
it alfo came into Emilia's head to lee 
Corifca kno^^ fame par^ of the 1 efen tment 
Ihe had conceived againft her, — accor- 
dingly (he took another pen out of the 
ftandifh and cxprefe'd herfelf in thefe 
terms : 

To C o R I s c A. 

*« Madam, 

<^ TTTH AT the united report 6f aU 

<« y T who know you could never have 

*^ made me believe, your behaviour this 

** night has not only convinced, me of, 

«^ but dfo that the tongue of malice can 

<* find' nothing wherewith to aggravate 

«< your real guilt. — WaS it nbt enough, 

" oh ,moft ungenerous woman! to fiok 

' " yoiir own hbhour and reputation in 

** eternal infamy; but you muft alfo en- 

*« deavour to drag others into perdition 

«* with you! — • Know, to your confu- 

*« fion, that I happily efcaped the fnare 

*« you had laid for me; and fhall rea{v 

«« this benefit by my late danger;, as. to 

<« avoid the company of a perfbri whom 

" to preferve an acquaintance with mufl 

** in the end have been the ruin oF ijiy 

^* character, if not of 'my virtue •, for be 

" affured, I (hall henceforward be as 

D 2 *' carcfiU 
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*' careful to Ihun your prefence as ever I 
*^ was eager* to come into it. — Here 
*« ceafes all farther intercourfe between 
*« us •, — fl;iay the difappointment of your 
*' bafe defigns 6n me ferve as a warning 
^' to you not to attempt the like <)n any 
" other equally inadvertent and uncau- 
*' tious as the : . 

" Much deceived 

« Emilia.** 

They hadjuft.finifbM, and-fna^ ap 
the above billets, when the .waiter tetura!d 
and told Palamede that, hq had, tha*, not 
without fome difficulty, prevaird on the 
coachman to rife, and that before he left 
the inn he had feen him^o intp the Arable 
to bring out the horfes. 

Palamede then gave him the. letter he 
had wrote to. Favonius, — faying^ 

Palamede. • Be fure to deliver this to 
" the gentleman who came with us »as 

• foon as he (hall be ftirring^ -^ and ^ Jet 

• him know I (hall fend the coach .back 

• in "the morning.' 

Emilia alfo put into his han^s hef 
cpiftle to Corifca, with thefe. wpjds : 

' ' 'Efnilia4 
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Emilia. * And let the lady know I* 
* left this for her/ 

The fellow reply 'd, that they might 
depend he would be punftual in dif- 
charging the commiflion they entrufted 
him with, and then withdrew. 

Finding my Chryftaline Tablets were 
now overcharged, I was obliged to (hut 
them up, fo can relate no farther par- 
ticulars of what converfation pafs*d be- 
tween Palamede and Emilia during the 
fhialJ time they waited for the coach to 
carry them away ; -— and can only fay 
in generd, that the greateft refer ve and 
diftance was obferved on both fides : — ^ 
Emilia, though now perfedlly fatisfied 
with the contrition of Palamede, thought 
it'WOuld beimpnident to appear too gay \ 
— and Palamede, fearful to renew her 
apprchenfions, behaved towards her with: 
ail'thefolemrrityjof a Chinefe Mandarin. 

On their going down they were met at 
the bottoni of the ftairs by the woman- 
who kept this ti^vern, . or rather brothel -^ 
who ulhering in what fhe had to fay with' 
a low curtfy, told Emilia that (he flatter* d' 
herfelF'with the expedation of her fleep- 
ing there that night, and^ hoped nothing: 
D 3. ^\V 
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iiifagrceable had happened to occafion her 
ifcparture at fo unfeafonable an hour ; — 
adding, that ftie (hould never forgive 
hcrfelt if any thing in her houfe had dif- 
obliged fo fweet a young lady. 

Emilia anfwerM this fawning fpeeph 
only with a look of contempt j but Pa- 
lamcde told her flie need be under no 
concern on that fcore, — the lady had no 
<)bjfcUons to her houfe, but chofe never 
to liecp out of her own apartment. 

' No more was faid, — they went into 
the coach and I followM on foot'; for I 
had not curiofity enough to make me ftay 
tiie remainder of the night in that place, 
for no other purpofe than to fee how Fa- 
vanius and Confca wouki behave on being 
told that Palamede and Emilia were 
gone, and leceiving the cpiftlcs that 
gentleman and lady had left for them. 

I ha-d a long walk home •, but my In- 
vifibility fecured me from/the danger of 
anyinfults, and the fatisfaftion that rofe 
in my mind, on the noble conqueft virtue 
had gain'd over vice, made the way feem 
much lefe tedious. 

A few days after I was informed, by 
tlie report of the town^ that Palamede 

made 
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made his public addrefles to Emilia: — 
being willing to be better convinced in 
the truth of this matter, I made feveral 
vifits to Emilia^s apartment, and found 
that in fadt the thing was as I had been 
told ; — Palamede, who really iov'd 
Emilia much more than perhaps he was 
fenfible of himfelf, before this proof fhc 
had given him of her virtue, got over 
that objedioh which the Tcantinefs of her 
fortune had before laid in his way j and 
Emilia, who had liked him as much as 
Corifca had faid (he did, gave all the 
encouragement he could wzih to his ho-^ 
Dourable pt^on. 

I look upon the affair to be n<m in a 
manner concluded on, and that a very 
fhort time will confummate their mutual 
wiffies,; — a cataftrophe which 1 doubt not 
but every generous reader will heartily 
rej^ce at as well as myfelf. 

Favomus, who is iiMcality a man of 
flrift honour and good principles, though 
fomewhat too fanguine in his amours, 
iftill continues his intimacy with Palamede, 
and highly applauds his converfion in fa- 
vour of the fair infpirer of his honourable, 
fl jixie ; — Corifca bites her lips whenever 
the name of Emilia is mention'd, and en- 
deavours all fhe can to traduce that virtue 
D 4 which 
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which Ihe had not the power to deftroy \ 
but all (he fays on tha^ fcore ferves only 
to Ihew more plainly her own bad heart \ 
and Emilia, by refraining all converfation 
with her, has entirely regain*d that efteem 
and good opinion which fhe had well 
nigh loft. 

C H A P. IV. 

Contains the rehearfal of a co^fverjatmi 
- 'wincb- the Juth^r accidentally hap- 
pened to be witnefs of and locks uport 
himfelf as bound by an indifpenjible 
obligation to make public *^ though 

' pcrfeSily confcious^ Jrom his obferva-^ 
tiom of mankind^ that there are a 
very great many of bis readers who 
will labour all they can to bring thefe 
pages into difcr edit. 

ONE whom I fliall always rank among 
the number of our beft Englifli 
Authors, tells us in a juftly efteem*d 
poem, that 

* Wifdom IS ftill to floth too great a flave, 
^ None are fo bufy as the fool and knave. 

How 
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How widely different' are the pitflures 
drawn of a perfoa whole prudence makes ' 
him aft and talk with circumfpcftion 
and refervc ? — How various are the re- 
prefentations made of him ? ^— He has al- 
moft as many charafters as there are 
fpeakers of him 5 - — ^ by the abundance 
one hears of him the judgment is diftraft- 
ed, and there is no forming a right idea' 
of what he truly is. 

On^ can gainto no company without' 
hearting ibme ^ntion made of Lorcl ricH- 
norius, yet onefhall feldom find any two 
people agree in their opinion concerning 
him, either as to his abilities or principles,, 
whether in) religious, moral, or political 
mattery, : : 

He is no follower of the court, yet 
does not totally, avoid .going thither •, -r — 
be profefles 'himfelf a member of the 
eftabliCh'd church, yet converfes freely 
with thofe^of different perfuafibns; he 
liilens attentively to the arguments tjrgcd 
by perfonsVbf all parties and all ieSs,, 
without offering any of his own, or giving, 
his opinion,, which "are wrong or which- 
are right. ' 

For this reafon: all che zealots, both in 
rdigion ind politics, brand him with- 
D 5 Hike- 
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lukewarmnefs, and fay he ts a man of an 
Uncertain way of thinking, and has no 
fettled principle of a6ting. 

Some few there are who applaud his 
moderation, but many more who look 
upon it as a piece of low cunning, thereby 
to cover fome latent defigns hehas within 
his bofom •, but of what nature thefe are 
I have heard many warm difputes about, 
— Some will needs have him in the inte- 
Veft of the Pretender, and others that 
he is fecretly a tool of the Miniftry : — 
fome have confidently ayerrM that they 
have feen a white rofe carry'd into his 
houfe on the loth of June, and others 
'tliat he has worn a yellow waiftcoat on 
the birth-day of his prefcnt Majcfty ; — 
as if an innocent flower, or the colour of 
a piece of filk, were fuffici^nt tokens to 
ihe iv the wilhes of the wearer's heart. 

As to his cecojiomy in private life, he 
is not at all expenlive in drefs, equipage, 
or tlie furniture of 'his houfe, chufing to 
appear rather below his rank than in any 
particCilar to exrceed it :— this is frequent- 
ly attribute4'' to liis covetoufnefe, while 
more favourable judges fiippofe it to be 
owing to hiu contempt of the modifh 
fopperies of the .age : — be partakes of 
ail ' the pleafures Qi the town, but never 

purfues 
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purfues them to an excels or with eager- 
nefe ; — the graver fort of people afcribe 
this to his difcretion, and the more gay to 
want of (pirit an4 coldnefs of cgnflitution. 

Thus apt arc we to form a vain judg- 
ment on things we know nothing of; •— 
-the, heart of man is incomprehenfible, un- 
lefs difcovered by himfelf in fome glaring 
proof either of virtue or vice ; — the firft 
iie may not have an opportunity to fet 
forth iff any confpicuou$ light, and the 
the latter he may have artifice and hypo- 
crify enough to glofs over and conceal. — 
How impoITible then is it to be certain 
to which of thefe he is in reality de- 
voted? 

Among the variety of d^riptions and 
reports in relation to Lord Honorius, I 
found, notwithft^ing, that it was agreed 
on by all hands» that though he would 
not fuffer himfelf to be impofed lipon by 
his tradefinen, yet he always, tbolc care 
their bills fhould be paid with the utmoft 
exa^nefs and pun&uality* and thaft he 
never dealt with fow^rs, — Thefe Ar- 
ticles, however inngoificanc -they may 
feem to fome of tWfc who call themfcl^es 
the polite world, I confefs, gavp me fuch 
an idea both of his prtldence atid jiillice, 
as made me immediately join with thofe 
X> 6 who 
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-who fpoke the greateft things in his praife 
in other refpefts. 

But being defirous of penetrating more 
deeply into the reality ot this nobleman^s. 
difpofition, I refolved to tfy how my In- 
vifibilityftiip would ferve that end, and 
accordingly made a vifit one morning at 
his houie. 

I pa{s*d through feveral aeat rooms^ 
the furniture of which was rich, and be- 
fitting the dignity and fortune of the 
owner ; but had nothing of gaudinefs ia 
it. — At laft I found the perfon I went ta 
fcek, — he was in a clofet within his. 
dreffing-room and had a book in hls^ 
hand ; — I was curious to fee what yvas 
« the fubjc6t x>f his meditations, and look- 
ing oyer his fliouider perceived it was the 
; poems ;.of our Englifh Pindar, the cele- 
;bratcd Mr. Abmham Cowley, — the 
^pagc he was employ/d in on my entrance: 
contained, - axnang othcis^ thcfe lines : 

' ^' Qhifount^ains Iwhen in you Ihall I; 

y, Eas^d" of unpeaecful thoughts. myfelfT 
- • .'c£py^! « .. - 

•^ ©.fields r O,ivoods^! when (hall I be 
* niftde , ^ 
, V ^ Tbfirhappy tenant of your ihade f 
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• Here*s the fpring-head of pleafure's- 

* flood, 

* Where all the riches lie, 

• That Ihe has coin'd and ftamp^d for* 

* gpod^ 

* To charm the mind as well as eye. 

' Pride and ambitioa here,, 

• Only in far-fetch'd meataphors appear •,;; 
^ Here*s nought but winds can hurtJul^ 

^ murmurs fcattcr, 

* And nought but echo 9iBitttr. 

* The Gods, when they-defcended hither 

• From Heaven^ did always ehufe their 

^ way •, , 
^ And therefore we nlay boldly fay,. 
' That is the way too thither.. 

When he came to this part of the poeftiv, 
he ftopp*d and cry'd out. .with, the greateii: 
emphafls,., 

Lord Honoriur. «; Charming inimitabk* 
•- Gowle^ ! _• How pft^ how truly deli- 

* cate are all thy notions,, and how wide- 
•^ ly. diffferent fiotn thofe of the age I 
*• have the misfortune to live in ! — i If 

* one niay forni ajud]g^ment, as fure one 

* may, by the writings of fcventy or 

* eighty years agoj the genius of Britain 
^ was far unlike what it 'appears a^ 
*• pr^fent.* i • ' 

^ ^ He 
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He had fcarcc finilh'd this exclamation, 
when a fervant open'd the door and told 
him chat Sir Whimfy Brainfick was come 
to wait upon him •, — on which he laid 
afide the book, and went into the next 
chamber to receive his gueft. 

After giving and returning the cufto- 
mary falutations of the morning, and ha- 
ving feated themfelves, the following 
dialogue enfued betwe.n them : 

Lord Honorius, * *Tis a wonder to 
« fee you drcfs'd and abroad thus early, 

* Sir Whimfey ) — I think you are com- 

* monly in your firft deep after this time.* 

Sir Whimfey Brainfick.^ Ay, my Lord, 
^ but pJeafure muft on fome occafions 
*-give way to bufinefs ; — I have vaft 

* affairs upon my hands at prcfent •, — I 

* only ; fnat<:h'd a moment to take leave 

* of your jLordQiip, and two hours hence 

* fliall fet out for the country/ 

Lord Honoriu€. * On your cledion, 
^ I fuppofe?* 

Sir Wimfey BrairJicL * No, no, — 
« my Lord Triffli Traffli ha$ fccur'd me 

* a borough without my taking the trouble 

* of ever going near it ; — my bufinefs 

* at prtfent is down at ***]^* t where I 

• have 
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have a confidcrable eftate, and, I be- 
lieve, a pretty good intereft; and I 
have engag'd myfclf to ftrain both, as 
far as they will go, in favour of Sir 
Crafty Shallowbuggen/ 

hord Honoriui. ^ Sir Crafty Shallow- 
buggen ! — ^What then has mr. Worthy, 
the prefent member, declined Handing ?* 



Sir Whimfey Brainftck. * No, no, my 

* Lord, he has not declined 5 but we are 

* refolved to have him out at any rate/ 

Lci'd Honorius. * I would not have 
•^ you deceive yourfelf. Sir Whimfey, — 

* mr. Worthy is a gentleman who I am 

* told is highly efteem'd by his confti- 

* tucnts, and you may be at a great deal of 

* expence to oppofc him to no purpofe.* 

^/> . Whimfey Brainjick. * As to the 

* expence, I don*t doubt but it will be 

* made up to me fome way or other ; — 

* I have my eye upon a place 5 and, I cap 
< tell you, am as good as promi$*d -either 

* that or a riband/ 

Lord Honmus. * The character I have 
-• heard of mr. Worthy makes me forry 

* id powerful an oppofition Ihould.be let 

* on jfoQt'againft hin^/ 

Sir 
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Sir Whmfey hrainfnk. * Hehas been-, 
^ ftubborn, my Lord, very ftubborn, — 

* has voted a^ainft the Jew and Clan- 
^ deftine Marriage Bills ; • — and it is not. 

* fit the Miniftry fhould be affronted, -r- 

* Your Lordfhip, I fuppofe,. is a friend^ 
^ to the Miniftry.* , 

Lord Honorius. * Sir, I never gave 
*; any man reafon to believe I was the- 
^ contrary/ 

Sir Jf^bimfey Bratnfick. • No, no, -— 
« Your Lordfhip is too wife ; — thofe 

* who are friends to the Miniftry arr 

* friends to, themi^Jves; — for my own 

* part, if; it were* not to oblige them \ 

* would not give two-pence who had the 

' elcdlion at **;***♦,. or any where elfe.— 

* But I muft beg your lordfhip's pardon, 
^ — I have a thoufand things to difjpatchy. 

* and v^oiild not be waited for by four or 
^ five gentlemen who accompdny me on* 
« ti>e lame expedition,- — fo your Lord;- 

!*• fliip's moft obedient/ "^ ' 

Lord Honor im * Yours, Sir Whimfey,^ 
•* -"^Iv^rifh you a good journey, t 

\ With thefe words they parted, — ^'Lorci^ 
Honorius faw him ta the top Of the ftair- 



fie Invifible Spy. 65 

•are, and then turn'd back to his clofet^ 
faying to himfelf as he went, # 

Lord Honorius. * What, a wild world 
« is this ! — How do men toil to bring 

* imfamy pa themfelves, and entail cer^ 

* tain ruin on their pofterity !*^ • 

As I thought, by, the- little fample I 
had fecn, that it was now in my power 
to make a better judgment of tiie fehti- 
ments of this nobleman than by all I had 
heard from others, I was following Sir 
Whimfey Brainfick down Stairs' j but ort 
hearing fome debate between a plaiil 
honeft- looking countryman and a fpruce 
footman, who, as I found afterwards, 
had been but lately taken into my Lord's 
fervice, I ftopp'd fhort to liften to the 
occaHon. 

I foon perceived that the countrymant 
was defirous of fpeaking to his Lordfhip,, 
and the fellow, judging by appearances,, 
thought It too great a prcfumption^ and 
would fain have turn'd him from the 
door ; but the ruftic was not fa eafily re^ 
pulfed as the other had imagined -, — the 
firft • words I could hear diftiniSHy were 
as foUow :. 

-Footman^ 
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Foctmm^ ^ I tell you> friend, I know 

* not whcthci my Lord is at home or 

* not i — or if he is, whether he pleafes 
« to be vifiblc*, — but if you let me 

* know what bufinefs you have with him, 

* and from whom you came, I will take 

* care his lordfliip fhall be inform'd, and 

* you may hayc your anfwer to-morrow/ 

CcmUryman. * Goodlack, mr. Skip- 

* jack, — who are you ? — my Lx)rd is 

* not ufed to have fuch malapert fellows 

* about him : — but if I muft not fte 

* my Lord, pray let me fpeak to mr. 

* Downright, the gentleman that dreffes 

* and waits upon him, — he knows me 
« well enough, and will give me a better 

' anfwer.' _ 

The footman then vouchfafed to call 
the perfon he mentioned, and the country- 
man had the fatisfadion to find himfelf 
well received, — mr. Downright (hook 
him cordially by the hand, — told him 
he was glad to fee him in London, and 
afk'd him what bufinefs had brought him 
hither ; — to which the other reply *d. 

Countryman. * In good troth . I did 

* not come upon pleafure, — I have b u fi 
« nefs, •^ very great bufinefs with my 

* Lord, 
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* Lord, and would fain fpeak. to him, — 
'^ if fo be I may have liberty to come into 

* his prefence, as you know, /mr. Down- 

* riglit, I have done many a good time 

* in the country : — but that mr. Finikin 

* ther.", with his pig- tail wig, (lands as 

* it were like a mud- wall to keep every 

* body oflf the houfe.* 

Mr. Downrighl. * Oh he did not know 

* you, mr. Goodacrc ; and befidcs, he 

* has lived in families where nobody with- 

* out a coach or chair are admitted ; — 

* but I will acquaint my Lord you are 
' here, • — he is alone, and I am fare will 

* fee you.' 

Countryman. • Thank you, mn Down- 
*. right •, — it is well there are fome civil 
« people in thrs fame town.* 

Mr. Downright then went on his mef- 
fage, — the footman look'd very fheepifli 
and fneak'd away, while the countryman 
ftrutted about the hall as great as an em- 
peror, *till the vakt returned and defir'd 
him to walk up. 

As I took mr. Goo^acre for one of 
my Lord's tenants, and imagined he was 
only come on the fcore of renewing a 
ieafe, or ibme other country aflfairs rela- 
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ting to himfelf, which I had no manner 
of curiofity to pry into, I was in fome 
debate within myfclf whether I Ihould* 
ftay or go direftly out of the houfe, the ' 
door being then open •, but a certain im- ' 
pulfc, the meaning of which I cannot ac- 
count for, fway'd me to purfue my firft ' 
thought, and I turn*d back and accom- 
panied him into the prefence of my Lord> 
from whom he met with a reception not 
commonly given by perfons of quality to 
a man of his plain appearance, except on 
particular occafions. 

His Lordlhip made him fit down in a 
chair very near himfelf, and, with a 
fmiling countenance and the greateft affa- 
bility in his voice and air, told him he 
was glad to fee him look fo well and' 
hearty, — that he hc^d his wife and fa- 
mily enjoy'd the fame Ihare of good 
health, --r; and then a(k*d what bufinefs 
had brought him up to London:—- to 
the former part of thefe obliging fpeeches 
he only anfwerM with feveral low bows;^ 
|)ut to th^ latter repJy^d in thefe terms :. 

Mr. Goodacre. * Why, my Lord, your 

• Lordfhip knows we are going to have 

• a new Parliament, — and belike there 

• will be a great buftle all over thc^king- 
%^ dom about Elections i. — and nawondeu 

^i£ 
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* if there Ije ; — every one makes us fuch 

* fair promifes when they wmeto afk us 

* for our votes, that *tis a hard matter to 
< know which we ^an moft depend upon ; 

* — ^e have been ferved bafely, ycry 

* bafely, by.fome of our reprefentativw, 

* — and it behoves us to be very cautious 
' for the future,* 

* 
Lord Honorius. * Very true, mr. Good* 

* acre, it does fo indeed, — and I hope 

* riie nation will think fo.' 

. Mr. Qoodacrx. * Now as to our .ho- 
« fough, — no mlsin could make finer 

* fpeeches to us, or pretend he had our 

* intereft more at heart, than 'Squire 

* Earrkly^ .before he was chofen, yet ius no 

* fooner gpt ipto the houfc than he^fhew'd 

* Ije.^id not carea ftraw for us,-^^laugh'd 

* at all our petitions and rcmonftranceSf 

* and, I am told, made a merit of it to 

* thcMiniftry,* ... , . ^ 

hord Uonoriui. * I 'am afraid there 

«. are* tpo many yho have done fo. — 

' * Does the fame, gentleman fet u^i^^^ia ?* 

, JAr.Goodatrt. * No^ my Lord, — he 

* would,, have no chance for it if ^e 

* did, ! — we know, him too well, he fee$ 
. « that well ei^oughj •^. but *tis thought, 

* how- 
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* however, that he will get in for fomc^ 
« place or other/ 

Lord Honorius. « Nothing more like^ 

< ly. — But do you hear who intends to 

< offer himfelf in his ftead V 

Mr. Goodacre, * Yes, my Lord, — 
^ great intereft is already making for one 
« Capt. Salhbright ; — he is as fine a per- 

* fon, indeed, as the fun (hines upon ; — • 

* but we know nothing of him : — he is 

* recommended by Sir Courtly Jobber, 
« — has brought a power of money down 

* with him ; — they went together in 

* SirCowrtly's coach to ♦*♦***♦ fair, — 

* bought a many things^ and gave them 

* to every body about them ; — guineas 

* and broad pieces fly about like hail ; ^-- 

* any one, almoft, may have them for 
picking up.' ' 

Lord Honorius. * So then he may eafiily 

* carry it, I fuppofe ?* 

Mr. Goodacre. • I cannot tell that, my 

* Lord, — there was a numerous meeting 

* at the Rofe about a fortnight ago, and 

* 'Squire Wellwood of the Green, was put 
I in nomination, — his family has been 
' fettled for a long time at **«»***^ he 
^ lives moft part in the country, — does 

• a great 
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< a great deal of good among the poor, 
^ and is nrainly beloved.' 

Lord Honorius. * I know him, mr* 

* Goodacre, — he is certainly a very 

* worthy gentleman.* 

Mr. Gocdacre. « Ay, my Lord, — he 

* would have it all to nothing, if it was 
^ not for one confideration.* 

Lord Honorius. * What is that ?* 

Mr. Goodacre. * The Captain has pro- 
« mifcd, that if he gets his eleftion he 

* will procure an A£t of Parliament for 

* a new Road to be cut, at the Govern- 
« ment's expence, from ^•♦** t6. **♦•♦, 

* which your Lordfliip knowswouId.be 
^ a great advantage to our market.* 

Lord Honorius. * A very great one^ 

* indeed.* \ 

Mr. Goddacre. • Ay, my Lord, if we 
« were fure it would be done 5 •— but 

* there lies the query. — Some. people 

* will promife any thing to gain their 

* point, and never think of it afterwards. 

* — We all know 'Squire Wellwood to 

* be a noble gentleman, -— and fo may 

* Capt. Saflibright too, *— he may or he 

^ may 
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* may not. — Now we are ftrangely di- 

* vided in our opinions, whether wc 

* ought to leave the certain good for the 

* uncertain better, — and have at length 

* refolved to be decided by your Lord- 

* fhip/ 

Lord Honorius. ' By me !* 

Mr. Good a ere. * Yes, my Lord, wc 

* know your Lordftiip to be a wife man, 

* and a true lover of your country.' 

LordHanorius, * I have always thought, 
« ipr. Goodacre, that to meddle in thefe 
*, things would prove me deferving neither 
V of the one nor the other of the epithets 

* you give me ; ~ every ele£tor ought to 

* give his v^^e aqcording to the didtates 

* of his cpnfcience, and not /ufFer himfelf 

* tobe-fwayM by any intereft or motive 
/ whatever % and for a nobleman; or other 

* perfon of diftinftion, to attempt, eithor 

* by menaces or cajolings, to make them 
c^* a£t jto the* contrary^ appears to me to 
.* be.the mpft grofs encroachment on Lir 
,5 berty th^t c^an be offered.- 



^ 



Mr. Goodacre. « But here the cafe is , 
widjsJy diflferent, my Lord/ 

, Lord 
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Lori Homrius. * I grant it is. — You 
defire my advice as a friend, — not fob- - 
mit to be governed by me as a direftor ; 
— it would thcfefbrc be ungenerous^ 
and even cruel, in me to fuffer you xJb 
be deluded by falfe pretences, when it 
is fo eafily in my power to put you 
upon your guard againft them. — In 
the firft place, you ought to cbnfider 
that Capt. Saftibright, whatever his 
charafter may otherwife be, is an officer 
in the army, — and as fuch it is his in- 
tereft to promote the continuance of a 
ftanding army, and confequently of 
thofe taxes which, are necelFary for the 
fupport of it.— In the fecond. Sir 
•Courtly Jobber, who it fcems is the 
pierfon who recommends him, has for 
alongtimei, to my certain knowledge, 
been an agent for the miniftry, and is 
indebted for his title, and the beft 
part of the eftate he is in pofleflion of, 
rner?ly to the good fervices he has reil- 
dpr'd.thera/ . 

lAr, Goodacre. * Ay marry, « thcfc 
< things are worth thinking of. indeed:-^ 

* fo I fuppofe, my Lord, the money he 

* |b plentifully throws, about is norie of 

* hls^own?' ; . ^ 

Yat. IV, E L'lri 
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Lord Homrius. * Not a doit, — he 

* will be reimburs*d with intereft/ 

Mr. Goodatrei * And yet 1 know not, 

* my Lord, but there may be fame 

* among us foolifh enough to be inveigled 

* by this bait. — Alackaday ! — we court- 
' try people are ignorant of fuch prac- 

* tices; — we little think what the great 

* folks in town arc doing, and a many 

* there are thit would not believe a word 

* of it without good authority. — Oh I 

* wifli your Lordlhip were down at Eg- 

* gum-Hall at this critical junfture.' 

Ijrd Homrius, • V will be there, mr. 

* Goodacre, in fpite of the averfion 1 

* have always had to appear at eleftions, 
^ or to diftinguilh myiii^f%x>n any occa- 

^ fion J ^— my love to the place which 

* gave . me birth, and good- will to tny 
< countrymen, fhall overbalance all other 
« confxderations y --^ I will do all I can to 

* ftrcngthen the weak eyes which are fn 

* danger of being dazled with Sir Court- 

* ly's gold, and ihew them the falfc 

* luftre of his fleeting promifes.* 

Mr. Goodacre. * Heaven blefs yo^r 
« lordlhip ! — a noble refolution !* * 

Lord 
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' Lord Honor ius. * When do you re- 

* turn, mr. Goodacre ?' 

Mr. Goodacre. * I (hall lie but this 

* one night in town, my Lord; and ^t 

* out betime to-morrow morning.' 

Lord Honorius. * I will not be two 

* days behind you •, - — in the- mean time 
f you may tell them what I fay.* 

Mr. Goodacre. * It will be joyful news 

* to fome.* 

There pafs'd no farther converfation 
•between them, the honeft countryman 
rofe up to take his leave, full of tranfport 
at the fuccefs of his negotiation; but 
Lord HonoriiiPlrould not permit him to 
depart 'till he had rung the bell for mr. 
Downright, and given orders that lie 
(hould be made welcome with the belt 
entertainment the houfe afforded \ — -» I 
left him to accept the invitation, and re- 
turned to my apartment, well fatisfied in 
my mind that I was now enabled to form 
a right judgnient of this nobleman's 
principles and difpofition. 
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C H A P. V. 

Prefents the redder with the detail of 
a very remarkable incident^ which ^ [ 
believe^ if confider' d with a due at^ 
tentio77y there are but few people^ 
efpecially of the Fair Sex^ who will 
not fnd themfehes enabled to become 
better members of fociety by having 
perufed. 

A Certain facred writer tells us, that 
the tongue is an unruly member, 
and preaches much concerning the govern- 
ment of it ; — but I dare not prefume to 
infift too much on his authority, as he 
has been, with others of his cotempora- 
ries, pretty much exploded for almoft 
half a century ; and I might be look'd 
upon, by my polite readers, as a very 
old-fa(hion'd filly fellow to make any 
mention of him. 

But I may venture, without running 
the rifque of being read with a horfe- 
laugh, to quote the words of another 
very great and learned perfon of a more 
jiipdcrn date, who ftys, —-that the tongue 

is 
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is the moft dangerous of all weapons 5 — 
that it is capable of deflroying all peace, 
all love, all harmony in the world ^ — 
of fowing diffentions among families ; of 
difuniting the hearts of the deareft friends 
and relations ; of ruining the reputation 
and fortune of whomfoever it is levell'd 
againft*, and that even murders and the 
woril of mifchiefs may be occafipi\*d 
by it. 

That the tongue, when it becomes the 
inftrument of a malicious heart, carries a 
thoufand daggers in it, is a truth which 
the obfervation of every one evinces. — 
But this is not all, — public abufe or^pri- 
vate fcandal, defamation and detraftion, 
are not the only vices of the tongue, — ^ 
an unguarded word is frequently produc- 
tive of the moft unhappy confequences, 
— it wounds, as it were, by chance- 
medley, and a perfon may be ftabbM in 
the moft tender part without any inten- 
tion in the giver of the blow. ^ 

A talkative difpofition, or, in other 
words, a paffion for repeating every thing 
one fees and hears, or even gueffes at, is 
extremely dangerous to fociety -, and tho* 
it is a foible proceeding rather from levity 
than ill-nature, fometimes produces the 
fame cffe<5ls ; — thofe guilty of it, per- 
E 3 haps. 
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haps, may mean no hurt j — but, alas ! 
they confider not how far the pchfon to 
whom they are fpeaking may be intercft- 
ed in the report they make, and that 
what they imagine of no moment may 
(lab him to the quick. 

Nothing is more common than for 
people to hurt thus at random, and by 
their rafhnefs to occafion accidents, which 
if they forefaw they would be moft care- 
fjl to prevent, — as a poet of the prefcnt 
age emphatically enough expreflcs it : 

* Thinking to fhoot my arrow o'er the 

' Ijpufe, 

♦ I have kiird my brother.' 

But this inadvertency, as great a weak- 
nefs as it doubtlefs is, has in it fome- 
wliat yet more excufeable than to reveal 
a fecret which we are confcious muft give 
the hearer pain. — I confefs that this is 
fometimes done thro' good-will; but then 
it is a very miftaken good-will in many 
cafes. — If I know a perfon fuftains an 
injury, and has it in his power to redrefs 
the grievance, it is certainly my duty to 
acquaint him with it •, but when the evil 
is without a remedy, it is infinitely more 
kind to fufFer him to remain in ignorance. 

To 
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To be weir deceived, is almoft equal 
to not bein^ deceived at all, — • our hap- 
pincfs confifts in the imagination of it ; 
and if we firmly believe ourfelves poffefs'd 
of what we wifh, it is the fame thing as 
being fo in reality : — How cruel is it 
then for any one to draw back the friend- 
ly curtain that hides ill fortune from us, 
and compel us to behold our wretchcdnefs ! 

Every one who is thus unhappily un- 
deceived may cry out with Bellamira in 
the play, 



m * Ah, cruel friend! 

* Why did'ft thou wake me from my 

* dream of blifs! 

* Why bring mc from that fcene of 

* fancied joys, 

«'To one of 'real anguifh, horror and 

* defpair!' 

Many unhappy inftances of thcfe well- 
meant ill offices have come to my know- 
ledge fince I was in pofleflion of the Gift, 
of Invifibility j — but I Ihall recite only 
one of them, which, as it is a very late 
tranfaftion, and but few people know the 
real truth of, is at prefent a matter of 
much fpeculation among thofe who are 
E 4 ^^t 
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any way acquainted with the parties con- 
cerned, or haye even heard their names. 

Meroveus and Deidamia were an ex-^ 
treme happy pair, the railers againft mar- 
riage could find nothing in the condudl of 
cither of them to countenance any far- 
calms on that ftate •, — the moft tender 
affeftion had been the chief, if not the fole 
motive of the union between them ; and 
the fecure and uninterrupted poffefllon of 
each other, inftead of diminilliing, feem'd 
rather to increafe their mutual ardour, 
and the firft bridal fondnefs appearM in 
their behaviour after having ferved a more 
than feven years apprenticefhip to Hymen, 

Yet, how on a fudden have we feen all 
this fwect fcrenity turn'd into ftorms and. 
tempefts ? — Meroveus and Deidamia, 
who it was thought could not have lived 
a fingle week out of each other's prefence, 
are now parted, — according to all pro- 
bability, — parted, — to nieet no more 
in love. 

Befides the many great accomplifh- 
ments which juftified the affeftion they fo 
long had towards each other, both of 
them were accounted perfons of an ex- 
cellent underftanding and folid fenfe, — 
i^cthing therefore could have more ama- 
zed 
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zed the world than that they fhould 
come to this open rupture, even though 
fome little caufe of complaint had hap- 
pen' d either on the one fide or the other. 

Ah evait fo ftrange, fo little dream'd 
of, put all conjedure to a ftand ; — 
people pretended not even to guefe what 
Ihould be the occafion, much lefs to un- 
ravel fo great a myftery, — the accom- 
plifhment of that work was referved by 
fate for the Invifible Spy alone. 

The manner in which I made this dif- 
covery, I (hall relate as concifely, as the 
converfation which let me into it will ad- 
mit of. 

« 

As I was one day taking a folitary 
walk on Conftitution-Hill, I law E)eida- 
mia leaning on the arm of Eutracia, a 
lady of birth and fortune, who had beer\ 
bred up with her at the boarding- fchool, 
and ever fince been her moft intimate 
friend and companion ; — r juft as they 
approached the place where I was, the fol- 
lowing dialogue began between them : ^ 

VeUamta. * Now for the fccret you 

* have to tell me ; — methinks I have a 

* more than ordinary impatience to hear 

* it, and we cannot be more retired, — 

E ;5 * no 
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* no living foul is near us, and there is 

* no danger of any one coming 'to inter- 
' rupt our difcourfe, as all the world are 
' in the Mall/ 

Eutracia, * I will not keep you long 

* in fufpence, my dear ; — but firft you 

* niuft anfwer two or three queftions^ I 

* have to afk you, and then refolve ta 

* arm yourfelf with all the fortitude you 
« are miftrefs of not to be too much 

* fliock'd at what I fhall relate.* 

Veidamia. * I cannot conceive that 

* there is any thing, which either you or 

* any one elfe can tell me, capable of 
' giving me a (hock. — But pray, what 

* is it you would know from me ?' 

Eutracia. * The town looks Upon 

* you as one of the moft happy women 
'^ in it, — is it true that you are really 
> fo?V 

Beidamid. < Indeed, my dear, I think 

* myfelf fo ; — and if I would labour to 

* be more blefs*d, know not how to 

* form a firigle wifh beyond what I 
^'poflefs/ 

Euiraaa. * There are many private 
*. caufes of dilquiet, — which piiidence 

^ obliges 
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*^ obliges us to conceal. — Are you tho- 

* roughly convinced of the afFeftion of 

* your hufband ?' 

Beidamia. < I never had the leafl: 
« caufe to doubt it ; and the tendernefs I 

* have for him is fo fincere and delicate, 

* as I think would make me eafily per- 

* ceive a want of it in him. — But where- 

* fore do you afk ; — you cannot have 

* any reafon to fufpeft him V 

Eutracia. Ah, poor Deidamia!* 



Deidamia. * Why do you figh, and 
look fo pietoufly upon me ? — fome 
* wretch has certainly belyed Meroveus 
to you.* 



c 



-c 



Eutracia. ^ No ; — but one more in- 

* terrogatory and I have done. • — Does 

* he never abfent himfelf without letting 
« you know where he goes ? — never lie 

* out of his own houfe ?* 

Deidamia. « ^ery iefdom, and 'that 
^ but lately ; — ^.an intimate friend of 'hjs 

* makes liis addrefles to a young lady at 

* Hammerfaiitb, — he frequently defires 

* my hufband's company with him, and 

* they fometimes ftay all- nighr,'^hen 

* having flipped there, it is dangerous to 

E 6 ' return 
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* return to London, as the roads are now 



• 



infefted/ 



Eutracia. * How eafy is it to deceive 

* the innocent. — Meroveus is a villain.' 

beidamia. How, Eutracia ! — a vil- 
« lain! — Had any other callM him fo, 

* my refentment fhould have fhewn how 
' much I defpife fo bafe an accufation.* 

Eutracia. * Alas ! — ^ 'cis your own 

• lovjc and honour makes you fo tenacious 

* of his, but he is fah'e in both ; —^ and 

* I again repeat the name, — he is a vil- 

* lain, and will put it in your own power 
^ to prove him fo by the teftimony of 

* your own eyes arid ears, — provided 

• you promife to give him no previous 
' hints that you have difcover'd, or even 

• fufpeft his perfidy.* 

Deidamta. * But how ! — how, Eu- 

* tracia, is he a villain T 

Eutracia. * He keeps a miftrefs, fome 

♦ common wench no doubt; but he 

• adores, — doats on her, — pretends 

• himfelf her hufband, and thofe nights 

• when you imagine him at Hammer- 
' • fmith, he paffej with her.' 

V 

The 
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The tender Deidamia was now fo over- 
come at thefe words, that her fpirits quite 
forfook her, and (he muft certainly have 
jFallen on the earth, if they had not hap- 
pened to be very near a bench at the 
lower end of the walk, where Eutracia 
placed her •, — the keeper of the gate per- 
ceiving her condition, was fo humane as 
to run and fetch fome water, which being 
fprinkled on her face foon brought her to 
herfelf. — Eutracia, on feeing her fair 
friend thus agitated, fcem'd, and I be-^ 
licve really was, very much concerned at 
what (he had done ; for flie could not re- 
ftrain fome tears from falling down her 
eyes while fhe exprcfs'd herfelf in thefe' 
terms: 

Eutracia. * My deareft Deidamia, if 
. * I had not thought you would .have re- 

• ceivcd. this intelligence with more mo- 

• deration/ you fhould have been for 

• ever ignorant of it/ 

The affliAed lady made no reply to 
thefe words, but in a few minutes grow- 
ing fomewhat more composed, quitted the 
Jxnch, and leaning on Eutracia, the con- 
verfation was renewed in this manner : 

Deidamia. 
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jyeidama. * Oh, Eutracia! little are 
« you capable of conceiving the agonies 

* this poor diftrafted bleeding heart fuf- 

* tains ! — yet I muft know all. — Tell 

* me by what means you got informa- 

* tion of this horrid fecrer, and how 

* you are affured of its veracity !* 

Eutracia. * It was not my intention 

* to conceal any part of it ; — but you 
« muft determine to liften with calmnefs 

* to me.' 

D^idamia. * I will.' 

Eutracia. ^ Well then, — I will tell 

* you all. — I believe you know mtsi 
^ Flounceit, my mantua-maker.* 

Deidamia. * I few her once; — you 
« may remember I was with you when^ 

* ihe brought home your laft new fack.'* 

Eutracia. * That woman, ^ou muft 
^ know; has an intereft with fome foreign 

* merchants, and can frequently obRgfe 

* her cuftomers with fome curious things 

* which are prohibited to be fold in pub^ 

* lie V — (he came laft Monday, and ac- 

* quainted me that (he had feveral patterns 

* of the^moft beautiful chints that ever 

* were 



\ 



* were fcen ; — I went the next morning 

* in order to fee them, and was carried 

* into a back parlour for the fake of 

* privacy; as I was looking over the 

* goods I heard a man call from the 

* top of the ftair-cafe to know if the 

* coach was come ; I thought myfelf 

* perfedly acquainted with the voice, 

* tho' I could not juft then recolleft whofe 

* it was ', but prefently after faw Me- 

* roveus lead a woman crofs the garden^ 

* at the lower end of which there is a 

* little door that opehs^ into another 

* ftreet ; — a pebble, or fome fuch thing, 

* happening to lie in the walk, flie 

* ftumbled in paffing, on which he cry*d 
« out with the greateft tendernefs, r— ** I 
** hope you are not hurt, my love !"— 
" No, reply'd Ihe brifl<ly, — not at all, 
^^ I cannot receive any prejudice when 
** my guardian angel is fo near." — I 

* was fo aftonilh'd at what J faw and 

* heard, that I had not power to fpeak, 

* *till mrs. Flounpeit feeing me look ear- 

* neftly after them, told me they were 

* her lodgers; — that they were lately 

* married ; but fome reafons obliging 

* them to keep it private, they met each 

* other there only once or twice a week i 
" — , So, faid ftie, I have very little 
«< trouble with them, and they pay me a 
*' good- rent/' — •* But arc you fure, 

** cry'd 
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«< cryM I, that they are man and wife ? 
«• — it may be an intrigue/* — • " No, 
" anfwer'd (he, they were recommended 
** to me by a gentleman who formerly 
" lodged with me himfclf, one Sir David 
«* Townly/' 

Deidamia. * Oh heavens ! — Sir David 

* Townly ! — Why he is the very per- 

* fon my hufband pretends he goes with 

* to Hammerfmith.' 

Eufracia. * 'Tis likely he may be his 
« confidant in this amour.' 

Deidamla. * Yet ftill I know not how 

* to think it real, — one man may be 

* like another, — Are you certain it was 

* Mcroveus whom you faw ?' 

EutracU. * As certain as that it is 

* Deidamia to whom I am talking. — 
-* Did he not lie abroad laft Monday 

* night?* 

Deidamia. < He did 

Euiracia. * And had he not on a 

* dark-brown velvet coat and a black 

* waiftcoat trimm'd with bugles ?' 

Deidamia. 
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Deidamid, * He had. — • Oh I can no 

* longer (hut my eyes againft conviftion ! 

* — the dreadful truth is too glaring to 

* be refifted, and I. fee myfelf the moft 

* miferable of women!' 

Eutracia. * Do not think fo, — rather 

* exert the fpirit of an injur'd wife, •— 
« . deteft him in his guilt, fhanie him to 

* repentance, and make him fue for 

* pardon.' 



c 



Beidamia. * Oh that fuch love as ours 
has been fhould come to this !' 

Eutracia. * All yet may be retrievM 4 

* — -your juft reproaches may make him 

* loath his paflf K)lJies, and become more 

* yours than if He never had tranfgrefs'd : 

* — the next time he takes his pretended 

* journey to Hammerfmith let me know 
^ It/ 

Deidamia. * He is gone thither now 5 

* — j*jft before you came to call me to 

* the Park he told me Sir David had en* 

* gag'd his company, and he believ'd 

* he fhould not return 'till morning.' 

Eutracia. * Well then he Ihall be 
« met, my dear Deidamia, he fhall be 

* met by thofe he leaft expedts or defires 

« to 
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* to fee ; — I will take you in the morn- 

* ing to mrs. Flouhceit's, under pretence 
' of bringing her a new cuftomer ; — 

* there you will have the fame opportu- 

* nity I had of difcovering your hufband^s 

* guilt, and may aft as you fhall judge 
' proper on the occafion.' 

^ Deidamia. * How fhall I contain my- 
^* felf ! — bafe — bafe man ! — cruel de- 

* ceiver ot my fond, my unfufpe<fting 

* heart ! — How bear the fight of that 

* vile flie ! — that infamous deluder of 
« his honour ! - — that curfed fhe who has 

* robb'd me of the only treafure I valued 

* upon earth, my hulband's love !* 

Here flie burft into the moft vehement 
exclamations; but my Chryftaline Re-^ 
membrancer being already overcharged, 
I can only fay that her behaviour verify'd 
the words of mr. Nat. Lee, who in his 
defcription he gives of the paflions of wo- 
mankind in general, has tlxefe lines : 

< They ftirink at thu»der, dread the ruft- 

* ling wind, 

* And glittering fwords the brighteft eyes 

* will blind •, 

« Yet when ftrong jealoufy enflames the 
V * foul, 

< The weak will rage, and calms to tem- 
i • pefts roll.* > 

The 
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The ladies contiucd their walk 'till 
Phoebus' beginning to withdraw his beams 
they both thought proper to retire from 
the approaching dews. — Eutracia, juftly 
apprehending the agitations of her friend 
would become more violent, if left 
alone and at liberty to indulge them, 
ofFer'd to be her companion that night, 
which the other gladly accepted, and I' 
faw them take coach together for Dei- 
damia's houfe, — after which I went 
home. 

CHAP. VI. 

Which ^ according to the Author'* ^ opi^ 
niorty /lands in no need of a prelude^ 
as it contains only the fequel of an 
adventure too interejiing to all de^ 
grees of people not to demand the at- 
tention of every rifader. 

I Was truly concerned at the injuftice 
which I perceived poor Deidamia fuf- 
tained, and but little pleased with Eu- 
tracia, either for the information Ihe had 
given her of it, or for advifing her to 
dete<5t Meroveu^ in the manner concerted 
between them 5 — indeed, I fear'd that 

the 
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the confequences of fuch an interview 
would be only to make the hufband' ht - 
come more hardened in his guilt, and het> 
afflidion increafe by finding her refent- 
ment difregarded. 

Few men can bear reproofs, much Icfs 
reproaches ; — if ever they quit a darling 
folly the reformation muft come of them- 
felves : — it muft proceed from a con- 
fcioufnefs they have done amifs, not 
from being told fo by others ; — there is 
a pride in human nature which difdains 
admonition, and makes us perfift in error, 
which, if not taken notice of, perhaps in 
time we might difcover to be fuch, grow 
alhamed of, and amend. 

Befides, remonftrances from a perfon 
whom we look upon as any way our 
inferior, either in point of underftanding 
or circumftances, wilt be fo far from 
having any weight, that they will rather 
add to our cpntempt, and, it may be, 
raife in us an utter averfion to the giver : 
— Cuftom has maide the hulband fo much 
the head of the wife, that, tenacious of 
his authority, it is but feldom that he 
fubmits to ht influenced by her in matters 
of much lefs moment to him than his 
pleafures. 

Indeed 
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Indeed, when a wom^n is wrong'd in 
the manner Deidamia was, it muft be 
confefs'd that the fhock is greatly trying, ;. 
and that fhe has the ftrongeft reafon for 
complaining ; — yet will Ihe ftill find it 
moft prudent to forbear : — love and 
gendenefs are the only weapons by which 
that fek can hope to conquer, and (he 
who attempts to have rccourfe to any 
other only hurts herfelf. — By feeming 
not to fufpedl her huiband's vices, fhe 
will, at leaft, oblige him to keep them 
as private as he can, and alfo to treat her 
with all the refpe£t due to her charafter 
and the facred union between them; 
whereas by growing clamorous and impa- 
tient fhe furniflies him with a pretence to 
ufe her iJi, and turns the indifference he 
before had for her into hatred and de- 
teflation. 

One of our bed poets has an obferva^ 
tion on this head, which I think is very 
well worthy of the ferious attention of all 
' who are either injured in reality, or ima- 
gine themfelves to be fo, yet find it their 
interefl to preferve an amicable corref- 
pondence with the perfon guilty of the 
injury ^ as it is certain that no man. de- 
.tefted in the thing which he wifhes to 
to conceal can ever love the perfon by 

whom 
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whom he is detefted. — The words of 
the author I mentioned are thefe : 

« Forgivenefs to the. injured does belong ; 
« But they ne'er pardon who have done 
^ the wrong,' 

Thefe refleftions, together with my 
impatience to fee how Deidamia would 
fupport the full conviAion of her huf- 
band's falfliood, fo much took up my 
tnind, that it was a confiderable time be- 
fore I remember'd how great an impedi- 
^ ment lay between me and the gratification 
of my curiofity. — Mrs. Flounceit's houfe 
was to be the fcene of adlion, and the 
ladies, during their whole converfation, 
had made no mention in what ftreet, nor 
even in what quarter of the town, that 
^oman lived : — however, as I fuppofed 
her to be a rtbted woman in herbufmefs, 
I hoped to get over this difficulty, and 
did fo, by fending an emiflary to enquire 
among the merccrs,hooppetticoat-makers, 
and other Hich people who are employed . 
in the equipments of the ladies, and I 
went not to bed without receiving the 
direftion I flood in need of. 

As I knew not the hour in which Me- 
roveus and the partner of his loofer plea- 
fures would be preparing to depart, rlor 

that 
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^that in which Deidamia would be con- 
duced by Eutracia to behold this proof 
of her misfortune, I took care to go very 

•early to mrs. Flounceit's, and was obliged 
to wait a confiderablc time- before the 
door happened to be opened to let any 

.one pafs. in or out^ -^at laft, however, 
it was fo, — I got an opportunity co 
enter, — went into the back parlour, and 

. pofted myfelf in that corner of it which 
-I- thought woukt be the fafeft'^ahdiihoft 
commodious. I ' ; 

My patience was not here p«t to any 
. long trial, — the ladies arrived a. few 

minutes after 1 came, uflier'd into the 
- jroDtn by mrs. Flounceit,< who^placcd them 
/on ;^ fettee with a -great deal of formal 
: complaifence, and then made ^mt apo- 
i levies, as many people do when they are 
^drefs'd as well as -they can be, for being 

injfuch a defhabille, and niot In the order 
-ihe could wifli to receive them. 

It was e^fy for me to perceive, by 
Dwdami^'s ijouhteflahce, How' ill the had 
pafs'd the night ; — Eutracia alfo feem*d 

'in fome agitation, -^ though (he dif- 
fembled it as well as flie was able : after 
hdriftg given fofifie flight anfwer to inrs. 
Flounceit's compliments, told her flie bad 
brought a friend ^o look over fome of 

, ' ' her 
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her fine things, on which the mantua- 
maker immediately opened a large prefs, 
and brought out feveral pieces of chints, 
with fome French brocades and rich Ita- 
lian filks^ — thefe fhe fpread upon a table, 
accompanying that aiftion with many 
praifes on the beauty and curiofity of 
each. 

But it was in vain (he boaftcd, — in 
vain Ihe magnified \ — all ftie feid, — • 
as well as the real merit of. the goods Jhe 
exhibited to fale, was wholly loft on Dci- 
damia-, — the mind of that affiled lady 
was too much bent on thofe things which 
Ihe expeflicd to be witnefs of, to have any 
eyes or ears for thofe which were not prc- 
fent to her 5 — flie took up firft one piece, 
and then another, but without ieeming 
to know what fhe did-, and, in fine, had 
fomethipg fo diftradled in her air and 
geftures, that Eutracia was obliged to 
keep mrs. Flounceit in difcourfe, to pre- 
vent her taking any notice of it. 

Her behaviour, join'd with my know- 
ledge of the caufe, reminded me of mn 
Dryden's words, which, if ihe had. been 
inclined to think of poetry, (he might 
pretty juftly have apply*d to her own 
condition in this crifis : ; l 
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* .Love, jufticc, nature, pity, and revenge/ 
< Have kindled a wildfire in my brcaft ; . 

* I am all a civil war within, 

* And like a veffcl, ftruggling in a ftorm, 

* Require more hands than one to keep 

* me upright.* ; 

But if ftie was fo little able to fupport 
the bare idea of the (hock (he came on 
purpofe to receive, what muft (he endure 
when fufpence, and all the remains of 
hope, were fwaUowed up in the cruel cer- 
tainty of her misfoitune, and conviftioa 
left no farther room for doubt ? — The 
maid of the houfe came into the room 
with a chocolate-pot in her hand, and 
told her miflrrefs that the gentleman and 
lady above (lairs gave their compliments 
and .dclir*d the favour of her company 
to breakfaft with them, 

Mrs, Flounceit was about to make fomc 
anfwer to this invitation, when Deidamla^ 
not able to contain hcrfelf, flew out of the 
parlour, and diredkly up ftairs, where (he 
lound Meroveus and a young woman fit- 
ting on the fide of the bed they had but 
lately quitted. 

Vol. IV. F Deidamia 
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Dcidamia had fcarce cnter'd the chajj?^/ 
ber when fhe furpriz'd the guilty paiii 
with thefe words : ^ 

Deidamia, « I have a right, fir, to - 
*. think my company ought to be as'ac- 

* ceptable to Meroveus as that of mrs. 

* Fiounceit, or any other woman.' 



/ 



Eutracia had followed Deidamia as faft 
fls ftie could, ii? order, I fuppofe, to pre- 
vent any defperate effeds ot her prefent 
paflion, and I was not far behind j but it 
will be more eafy for the reader to con- 
ceive the furprife which appeared in the 
looks of Meroveus than for me to ex- 
prefs it ; — he ftarted up, and with a 
voice which the various emotions of his 
mind rendered almoft unintelligible, faid 
to her: 

Mercveus. « Confufion ! — Deidamia ! 

* ^— Madam, what brings you here I* 

Deidamia. • That is a queftion which 

* ought rather to be put to you. — I 

* came in purfuit of an ungrateful, too 
^ much beloved hufband •, — you tp in* 

* dulge a lawlefs flame for an abandoned 
^ proftitute/ 

Meroveus. 



€ 
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Mercveus. ' Madam, — • madam, this 
does not become you.* 

Deidamia. * Does it become you, fir, 
to leave your honeft home and wife, — 
make pitiful excufes for your abience, 
and fkulk in corners with a wretch like 
this, — this abjed hireling of licentious 
wilhes !' 

Miftrefs. ' Madam, I would not have* 

you think I am any foch perfon ; •— I 

did not know Meroveus was a married 

* man.' 

Deidamia., ^ *Tis falfe, vile creature, 

< you could not know Meroveus without 

< knowing he had a wife ; — a wife, who, 

* without boafting, is every way his 

< equal ; — but get out of my fight, that 

* I may have liberty to aflc my perjur'd 

* hufband what he could fee in that face 
f of yours to be preferred to mine.* 

On this Meroveus was opening his 
mouth to fpeak, but" was prevented by 
mrs, Flounceit, wJiq being ailonilh'd on 
the lady*s"running up ftairs, and by the 
noife fhe immediately heard above, had 
hobbled up as faft as her fat would give 
F 2 her 
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her leave, and came into the room that 
moment, — crying as (he entered. 



( 



Mrs. Kouncett. • Blefs me, what is 
the matter herq !' 



Detdamia. * Perhaps, madam, you 

* are ignorant that your houfe is maae a 
« brpthel.* 

Mrs.Flounceit. * Oh my ftars ! — a 
« brothel ! — heaven forbid !' 

Eutracia. * My friend tells you true, 

< indeed ; — fhe is the lawful wife of that 
^ gentleman,^ — they have been married 

* above feven years, -r I was prefent at 
« their wedding, and that woman there is 
j» no better than ^ proftitutc.* 

Mrs. Flounceit. • Oh the vile flut ! — 

* I wonder Sir David Townly Ihould offer 

* to bring me into this fcrape ! — he 
f knows very well I never countenance 

* fuch doings, — Huffy, get out of my 

* houfe this minute, or I will fend for a 

< conftable to carry you to Bridewell !* 

In fpeaking this (he advanced towards 
the miftrefs of Merov^us, and was about 
to pufh her out of the room ; but that 
gentleman, perceiving her intent, ftepp'd 

between, 
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between, and with a vifagc all inflam'd 
with wrath, faid, 

Merovtui, * Hold, madam, hold ; — 

* this lady has put herfelf under my pro- 
« tedion, and 1 will take care to defend 

* her from all infults whatfoever/ 

Then turning to Deidamia went ca 
thus: 

Meroveus. * As for you, madam, — - 

* you have only expofed me and undone 

* yourfclf i — I will never fee you more/ 

He then took his trembling miftrefs 
by the hand to lead her down ftairs ; — 
Deidamia, in the utmofl agony of fpirit, 
foUow'd, and catching him by the arm, 
cry'd out to him, 

Deidamia: * Oh ftay, Meroveus! — 

* you will not, fure, add injury to in- 
« jury 1 — ftay, I conjure you, and let 

* that woman go !' 

Meroveus. * Stand off, madam, -<— 

* your touch is now more hateful to me 
tlian ever it was agreeable, fo leave you 

* to repent the caufe.* 

F z This 



c 
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• This cruel rebuff not making her let 
go the hold fhe had taken of him, he 
threw her off with the greateft contempt, 
and in an inftant was out of the houfe , 
with his diffolute companion, who was, 
doubtlefs, as hafty as himfelf to get from 
a place where ftie could expeft nothing 
but affronts, 

Dcidamia would have purfued her Un- 
generous hufband, perhaps even into the 
ilreet, had fhe not been withheld by 
Eutracia, who endeayour'd to convince 
htr hov/. little it would avail to remon* 
ftrate any thing to him while he con^ 
titiucd in this humour. 

Rage had 'till now kept up the fpirits 
of this unhappy lady •, but the objefts of 
it being removed, and tlie power of re- 
fl:idling return'd, fhejpjnk into a grief no 
iefs immoderate, — fhe wept, — fhe 
wrung her hands, — beat her lovely 
brt^afl, — fhe fwoonM feveral times, and 
^ in her intervals of fenfe could only c y 
out, — ' Cruel, barbarous Meip^eus ! — 

* Unfaithful, ungenerous hufband ! — 

* Good heaven, for what unknown tranf- 

* grefTiOn am I become thus miferable!', 

Ntither 



\ 
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Neither Eutracia -nor mrs. Flounceit 
omitted any thing in their power which 
they thought might ferve to give her 
confolaiion -, but all they could do was 
infufficient, and it was fome hours be- 
fore (he was enough recovered even to be 
carried home : — as foon as fhe was fo, 
Eutracia went with her in the coach, and 
I walked home, touched to the very foul 
at the fight of her diftrefs. 

I have already given the reader my opi- 
nion concerning the extreme folly of re- 
vealing unwelcome fecrets to cur friends, 
io (hall forbear adding any farther re- 
flections on that head, and proceed, with 
as much brevity as the ftory will admits 
to the cataftrophe of this unhappy ad- 
venture. 

I went the next morning to the houfc 
of Meroveus, and was convinced, by 
what I heard the fervants fay among 
themfelves, that he had not been at home ^ 
that night, which, indeed, I fear'd \ 

would be the cafe. — On my going up 
ftairs I found Deidamia lying on a couch, 
in a very dejefted melancholy pofture •, — ♦ 
Eutracia was fitting near her, that lady, 
it feems, having never quitted her fince 
the unfortunate vifit they made together 
- F 4 at 
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at mrs. Flotinceit's ; but as the dircourlc 
between them confifted only of com- 
plaints on the one fide, and perluafions 
to moderation on the other, I think it^ 
not material enough to be inferted. 

I had not been in the room above a 
Quarter of an hour before a fervant pre- 
lented a letter to Deidamia, — it was from 
her hufband, and contained thcfc lines : 

To Deidamia. 

" Maham, 

** T, Am determined to live eafy, which 
** -*^ I am certain is utterly impra<Sicablc 
** for me to do with you, after what 
•' pafs'd yefterday between us \ — what 
*r I then faid in heat of paffion^ I now 
•' repeat in cool bfood, and on the moft 
** mature deliberation. — In fine, an eter- 
** nal difunion niuft be the confequence 
** of your behaviour, nor (hould the 
*' tongues of angels dilfwade me from this 
*' refolution •, — you will do well to bear 
*' it with patience, as the misfortune, if 
** it be one, has happened entirely thro* 
•* your own fault. 

'* To leave you no jufk reafon to com- 
** plain, I Ihall order the jointure, fettled 
*^ on you by our marriage articles, to 

" be 
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^* be regularly paid to you as though I 
*« were no more ; and fhall refign to you 
*« all the plate, linnen and houlhold fur- 
*« niture, excepting only my books, the 
** India cheft and buroe in my dreffing- 
** room. 

*« As to our children, — the boy I fhall 
** take under my care, — the girl I leave 
** to yours, and (hall alfo add one hun- 
** dred pounds per annum to the above- 
** mentioned jointure, for her mainte- 
*♦ nance and education. 

** Farewcl for ever ! — As we no more 
** muft meet in love, it will be highly 
** improper, and I think could liot be 
" very agreeable to either of us, to meet 
*♦ at all, — I fhall therefore refrain, a$ 
" much as poffible, goir\g to any of thofc 
*' places you are accuftom'd to frequent, 
*' — ^ and hope you will have prudence 
\* enough to take the lame precaution in 
•* avoiding me, — efpecially when 1 tell. 
** you, that it is the only thing in which 
" you can now oblige 

•♦ Your ill-treated hufband, 

** Merovjeus.* 

• P. S I (hall fend to-morrow for the 
*• things I mentioned.'* 

' F 5 ^«.^ 
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My fair readers will be the reft judges 
of what Deidamia felt on finding her 
hufband had taken arefolution which 
could not but give the moft mortal ftab 
both to her love and pride ; — (he paus'd 
a little after having read it, then gave it 
to Eutracia, crying out at the fame tiflie 
with the greateft emphafis, 

Dddamia. * See there, my dear Eu- 
*-xracia, — this wicked hufband is the 
' fole aggreflbr, yet pretends to be the 
^ perfon who has reafon to refcnt !' 

; That young lady, who was all fire and 
fpirit, could not fprbear loading Meroveus 
with reproaches at the end of every para* 
graph fhe read •, and when fhe bad finilh'd, 
faid to Deidamia^ 

Eutracia. '^ And how> my dear^^ do 

* you intend to proceed with this bafe, 

* this moft injurious man V 

Deidamia. ' Indeed I know. not.* 

Eutracia. ' ' Tf T were in your place, 

* I would write him fuch an anfwer as 
' Oiould make his ears tingle. 

Deidamia. 
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Deidamia. ^ Alas, you know not what 
« it is to be a wife ! — but I will write, 

* however.* 

She then rung her bell>for the footman^ 
and aik'd hkii whether the perfon who 
brought the letter waited for an anfwer ; — 
tof which he reply'd, 

Faoiman.. * No, madam, he only bid 
^. nje.deliycr.it into your own hands, and 

* told. me, my mafter order'd me to come 

* to him about two hoiirs hence at 
^ George's coffee-houfe, and bring fome 
^ linnen with me. 

Detdttmitx. * 'Tis very wcllj --r-.but 

* do not go 'till I have fpoke to you 
< again •, — I have a meflage to fend by 

* you.' 



The fellow affur'd her he would not 
fail to obey hter commands, and with- 
drew ; — after which flie fat down to her 
efcrutore, took pen^and paper, and begaa 
.to write in the fallowing terms : 



F 6 . To. 
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To MEROVEt^Sr 

*« Cruel and unjuft, yet ftill dear 
«• Meroveus, 

" TF there needed any other proof than 
*« A that fhanneful-one I yefterday was 
^^ witnefs of, that I am miserable in the 
" total lofs of your afifeaion, the letter I 
«' have juft now received would be a 
** convincing one, • — What, — after 
*« fevcn years coajvgal tcndemefs, per^ 
^^ fe£t and (incere on my fide, and weH 
*♦ diffemblcd on yours, can you entertain 
*< a thought of parting ! — Of tearing a 
« family to pieces which has hithertb 
*« lived fo refpeiSbabie in the world ! — 
^« Muft I be doom'd'to mourn a huf- 
i*' band^s lols even while that hufband 
«« lives! — Muft my fon be bred an 
*' alien to his mother, and my daughter 
«« a ft ranger to her father ! — O think, 
>* Meroveus ! and if no confideration of 
'* me has any weight, let that of your 
** own reputation, and the intereft of our 
.1* children, prevail on you to alter this 
*^ cruel refolution ! — We may^ at leaft, 
" live civilly together, if not with the 
•* fame fondnefs as before this accident. 
'' — Yet why fhould we not J — I am 
^y willing to meet you more than half 
'* way in love.*— You cannot deny but 

^ *f you 
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" you have wrorig'd me in the moft ten- 
** der point : I confefs I was too rafh in 
** the manner of deteding you 5 — we 
** both have been to blame 5 — what is 
*' done cannot be recalFd ; — but it 
*« may be repented ef ; — let us exchange 
♦^ forglveneb, and endeavour to forget 
«* what is paft. 

«• There was a time when every little 
^« ailment felt by your Deidamia gave 
«« equal paia to you ! — Oh can you then 
** throw oflT at once all pity, all humani- 
*' ty, alt remorfe, for the agonies you 
^* cannot- but be fenfible my poor tor- 
•' mented heart now labours under! — 
•* No, •— *tis impoflible, — reafon, ho- 
*< nour and good-nature forbid it ! -^ 
•* you will return, accept the pardon I 
•* Ihall with joy beftow 5 and, in return, 
*« vouchfafe me yours. — Let not my 
" hopes deceive rrie v — I am fure they 
«* will not, if you will fufFer yourfelf 
*' to reflect ferioufly on the unhappy 
<« confequences that muft infallibly at- 
*« tend a feparation from her who ever 
" has been, and defires to continue, 
** With the greateft fincerity, 
** Your moft faithful, and 
V Moft affeftionate wife, 
^* Deidamia. 
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This fhe communicated to Eutracia, 
who approved of the former part of it, 
but highly condemn'd the latter, as think- 
ii^ it too- fubmiflive. — Eteidamiai how- 
ever^ was of a different opinion j and the 
footman coming in foon after to know 
her commands, fhe feal'd it up and; ,pul? 
it into his hands to deliver to his mafler, 
bidding him fay withal th^lt flic- was very 
much indifpofed. i - ,?.;:.» 

. After he.w^§ gc^ic, tholadies/bcgan; to 
^nter . into feme difpute concerning the 
authority of a hufband and the duty that 
was expefted from a^wife ; — ijbut as -1 
could promife niyfelf no farther informa-' 
tion by their difcourfe on this. tubjciS:,' 
and bcfides, remembering I had fome bu-' 
finefs of my own to difpatck, I left the 
place that inftartt, not without an inten- 
tion to return thither the next day. 

Accordingly I went in the morning, 
and found poor Deidamia almoft drown'd 
in tears, and walking backwards and for- 
wards in one of her rooms in a diflra<5led 
poflure ; the caufe of thefe frefh agonies I 
cafily perceived by a letter which lay open 
on the table, -— x\\t contents whereof 
were as follow : 

To 
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To Db ID AM I A, 

" Madam, 

•*« T Have been in feme debate within 
«« A my mind, whether to anfwer yout 
*' epiftle in the manner I now do, or not 
«* to anfwer it at all, would be die moft 
** cffedtual mc^ns to prevent your giving 
** me or yourfelf any future trouble ; — ^ 
«* you find I have purfucd the former of 
** thefii methods, and hope you will have 
*' difcxetion enough not to involve me in 
*• a fecond dilemma on this fcore. 

«« Be affured that I did not refolve on 
'* a final feparation without having well 
«' weigh'd the confequen<:es attending it, 
«' and find them fuch as can no way 
*' come in competition with my peace off 
*« mind, without which life would be ^ 
*' curie, — my bed a bed of tliorns, — my 
«< table a dcfart, — my houfe a hell, and 
^' every friend that came to vifit, a fury 
.** to torment me. 

** See the reverfe your jealous folly has 
*^ occafion'd -, — tax me not, therefore, 
" with ingratitude •, — a thoufand times 
" you have coafefs'd you thought your- 
" felf as happy as a woman could be, 
y and it is certain you were truly fo. — ► 
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«* During the whole courfe of the years 
«« we lived, together you never had the 
«« leaft (hadow of a caufe to complain of 
«* my want either of refped or tender- 
«* nefs : — If I indulged any pleafures, 
«* which I imaginM would give you dif- 
** quiet, I took care to be very private 
« in them*, — Why then did you fuffcr 
•* yourfelf to be led by an idle curiofity to 
** pry into fecrets which the difcovery of 
*« muft give you pain, and poflibly prove 
*^ the total deftruftion of that love which 
M once you call'd your greateft bleffing ? 

** It is doubtlefs beft for both of us*, 
«« as you rightly enough obferve, to for- 
«• get what is paft ; but am far from 
<* Slinking it can be done by the way 
*« you mean : — : no, to forget can only 
«< be accomplifh^d by avoiding each other's 
*« prefencc, and ceafing all kind of com- 
«* munication between us, — I fliall there- 
«' fore give orders to my fervant to 
* * charge himfelf with no letter or meflage 
** you may think fit to fend, and defire 
^« you will affure yourfelf that this is the 
«* very laft you ever fliall receive from 
** me. — Farewel, I wifh you all happi- 
•' nefs in any other fphere of life than 
** that you lately lived in with 

•^ Meroveus." 

After 
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After having examined this cpiftle> I 
liften'd to what pafs'd between Eutracia 
and Deidamia j but tho' I ftaid 'till my 
Tablets were crowded, I (hall forbear in- 
ferring the particulars of thefe ladies dif* 
courfe, for reafons which will be hereafter 
explained •, and only fay in general, t)iat 
Eutracia would fain have fpirited up her 
friend to refentment and difdain againft a 
hufband whom (he thought fo unworthy 
of her 5 that Deidamia's love overcame 
her fcx's pride; and, in fine, that the 
one argued like a virgin, and the other 
like an afFeftionate wife. 

Whether Deidamia made any further 
attempts to move her obdurate hufband 
to a reconciliation I cannot be pofitivc ; 
but believe (he did not, for (he retired 
foon after into the country, whence (he 
is but lately returned, and, whatever her 
heart may endure, has very much regained 
her ufual compofure of countenance and 
behaviour. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 

hfotnjswhat more concife tbdn ordinary^ 

but very much to the purpofey and 

will be found not the kail worthy of 

any in the hook of being regarded 

■ with attention. 

AS during the courfe of thefe lucubra- 
tions I have been extremely cir- 
cumftantial in the reports I have made, 
the reader has a right to be furprifed that 
I omitted the difcourfe between Deida- 
mia and Eutracia;. — Iftiall therefore, 
according to my promife, relate my mo-- 
tive for fo <ioing, and flatter myfelf it is 
fuch as will render me perfeftly excufc- 
able in this point. 

Much about the time of the adven- 
ture related in the two preceding chap- 
ters, I happen*d to be witnefs of a con- 
verfation, which though between diffe- 
rent perfons, and on a very difFereiit oc- 
cafion, was ftill on the fubjed of mar- 
riage, the authority of a hufband, and 
the fubmiflion expcfted from a wife ; fo 
fecm'd to me to have a certain lamenefs 
in it which I thought would be rather 

tirefome 
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tirefome than agreeable to the ear, and 
for that reafon left out the former, an4 
made choice of the latter, as of the two 
the moft interefting. 

Two fifters, whofe chara(5lers I preferit 
to the public under the names of Flairia 
and Celemena, have both of them a tole- 
rable fhare of beauty, but no other quali- 
fication, either natural or acquired, that 
could entitle them to the hope of an ele- 
vated ftation ; — yet, by the benevolent 
afped of their happy planets, are they • 
become the brides of Alcandor and I'he- 
lamont, perfons diftinguifh*d in the world 
by their birth and fortune, and ftill more 
fo by the greatnefs of their merit. 

Thefe nuptials, fo aftonifhing tio. the-' 
town, and which happened foon after one 
another, gave me a curiofity to difcover, 
by the help of my Invifibility, in what 
faftiion the ladies would behave themfelves' 
in a fpherc of life fo altogi^ther new to^ 
them, and fo little expeftcd, even in 
their vaineft wifhes, ever to arrive at. 

Flavia was the eldeft, and it was to 
her I made my firfl vifit ; — fhq was in 
her dreflingroom, fitting at her toy let, > 
with her waiting-maid behind her, giving 
the finifhing ftfoke to her head tyre. — - 

Thelamont 
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Thelamont was alio there, and flood 
leaning his elbow on a buroe, with a good 
deal of diflatisfaftion in his countenance, 
while (he kept looking in the glafs, and, 
without turning her head towards him, 
fiid, 

F/avia. * Prithee, Thelamont, let us 
^ talk no more of this ftufi, — I am quite 

* fick of it ; — I am certainly the beft 

* judge of thefe things, and it is in vain 

* to perfuade me, for I will not be con- 

* tradifted.' 



-c 



% 



thelamont. * You will not then oblige 
me?* 

Flavia. * Pofitively no j — not when 
you intermeddle in thefe affairs.* 



TbelamoHL * Well then, madam, I 

* fhall fay no more ; but muft tell you, 

* that I thought I had a right to expedl 

* this proof of your complaifance.' 



* With thefe words he flung out of the 
room, and fhe faid to herfelf, 

Flavia. * Pifh ; — Was there ever 

* any thing fo teafing ! — Men are mighty 

* foolifti fometimes. — Katherine, bring 
I me my gauze handkerchief/ 

Maid. 



f 
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Maid. * Ob, ma- am, did not your 
« ladyfliip fay you would wear your new 
« tippet to-day ?* 

Flavia. ' Hah. — Yes, — no, — . it 

* will Ihew too much of my neck.* 

Maid. * Oh, ma*am, — your lady* 

* Ihip cannot (hew too much of fo beau- 
\ tiful a part.' 

Flavia. « That's true; ~ but I 

* fcratch'd one of my breafts with a pin 

* this morning.* 

Maid. * Oh the ugly pin •, — 1 wifli 
f I knew which it was, that I might 

* crook it quite double and throw it iq 

* the fire/ 

Juft as the maid had exprefs'd her re- 
fentment againft the weapon that ha^ 
wounded her miftrefs, Celemena came 
into the room, and, after fainting her 
filler with a freedom fuitable to the near- 
nefs of their blood and friendftiip, (aid 
to her, . 

Celemena. « What is the matter, my 
< dear fitter ? — you d^ not look pleased 
t to-day,* 

Flavia. 
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Flavla. * Umph. — No, — not very 

< well pleas'd •, — nor, indeed, much dif- 
^ pleasM/ 

Celmena. • I met Thelamont going 

* out as I came in, — I thought he feem'd 

* more referv*d than ufual, and in a very 

* ill humour/ 

# 

Eavia. * If he chufes to be fo, it 

* would be a pity any one fhould attempt 
^ to put him out of it.' 

Cehmena. * I hope no mifunderftand- 

* ing has happened between you ?* 

Flavia. * No, no, — we underftand 
« one another pretty well ; — I under- 
^ ftand that he would fain pretend to take 

* upon him the government of my ac- 

* tions, — and he underftands that I will 

* not let him do it; — To we have ex- 

* changMfome piquant words this morn* 

< ning, that's all/ 

. Celemena. < Have a care, fifter, — 

* quarrels in the beginning of marriage 

* promife but little felicity in the conti- 
^ nuance of that (late.* 
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Flavk. ^ That's true ; — - but 'tis very 

* provioking when a man will needs in- 

* terfere in things he has no manner of 
f concern with.* 

Cekm^na. • • Pray what was the fubjedt 

* of your difpute, — if it be not too great 

* a fecret ?* - 

Flavia. * Why you muft know he 

* wants me to leave off J)utting any Car- 
^ mine upon my cheeks, -* calls it nafty 

* daubing, and fays I fhould be a thou- 

* land times handfomer without it/ 

Celemena. * I can fee nothing extraor- 

* dinary in this ; — ? there are many nien 
^ who have an utter averfion to a woman's 
^ ufing any art to her copiplexion.' 

Flavia. * They may cry out againlt 

* it ; but yet I am fure jt is frequently 

* owing to art that they fall fo much in 
' love with us ; — a little red upon the 
< cheeks gives a fparkle to the eyes, and a 

* luftre to all the features, which- other- 

* wife would appear flat and languid ; — 

* buii they are fo foolifli as not to con- 

* fidcr this j — they like us as they fee usr 

* altogether, and though they may be 

* fenfible we are painted, never once ima^ 

* gine 



< gine it is to that neceflary auxiliary to 
^ beauty that we ar^ chiefly mdebted for 
« thofe charms which attraft their admi^ 

* ration.': ^ 

Celemena. * Suppofe it as you fay, 
« which however I am far frqm allowing 

* to be always the cafe, Thclamont has 

* now feen you fuch as nature made yqu, 

* the night wears off that borrowed luftre, 

* and the morning fhews you what you 

* truly are ; and if he approves of you 

* in this light, I know of no other perfon 
? whom you need be ftudious to pleafe.'- 

Flavia. « I am of a quite different 
f opinion. — Oh tlie joy of being gaz'd 

* at, and followed by a whole crowded 
i Mall.* 

Celemena. * Perhaps to laugh ; — but 

- • if fmcere, a very empty joy, and what 

« a married woman ought not to be too 

* ambitious of.* 

Fiavia. * So then you would have nic 
f comply with my hufband's rcqueft ?* ; 

CeUnuna. * Indeed I would advife you 
^ to it : — I am fure if Akandor exprefs'd 

* a defire that I fhould cut off my hair^ 

* and never let it grow againj, though it 

* is 



I 
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^ is the gift of nature, and beftowM 

* upon me -as the greateft ornament of our 
•^ Tex, I would not hefitate one moment 
^ to obey him, but be content to wear 
^ no other hcad-drefs than^ a clofe mob 

* during the whole remainder of my life.* « 

Flavia. * Then you are a fool/ 

Celemena. • In this point I do not 
« think I am ; — for befides that duty 

* which the law cxafts from every wife 

< to her hufband, there are other reafons* 

* which would oblige me to refufe no- 

* thing to Alcandor.* 

She aQCompany*d thefe words with a^ 
very fignificant look, which Flavia ob*^ 
fcrving, ordered her maid^ who had be^n 
afl this time in the room, to withdraw %> 
and, as foon as Ihe was gone, reply'd to 
what her fiftcr had faid in thefe terms ; 

JFlavia. * I know what you would fay ; * 

< —you would infer, that becwfe Al-» 
•' candor and Thelamont married us, with-^ 

* out fortunes, we are therefore bouad to> 

* be their (laves/ ^ 

Celemena. * Not fo, — and I dare be-- 

* lieve that neither of ihem will ever re-* 

< quire any fubmiflions from uSj^ but fuch» 

Vol. IV. G as 
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as if we had always been their equals 
would very well become us to grant/ 

Flavia. * Laird ! — what a buftfe ym 
make about equals! — Whatever^e 
were before^ marriage has maile us- now 
their equals ; — and for my own part, 
I (hall never fubraitto do any thing 
Thelamont requires of me, unlefs my 
own inclination happens to concur/ 

Cilemena. < fiut do you apprehend' 
no ill confequenccs from. repeated con- 
traditions.?* 

Flavia. • Not in the Icaft; — he 
eannbt unmarry me ag^; — if he 
Atouid hate me never fo muth I muft 
ftill be maint^in'd as his wife, and fliould 
give myfelf no pain about any thing 
clfc.* 

C element. * Ohj^ fitter, I^am ama^M 
to hear you talk in this manner! — 
fia^ you been married but one month, 
and can already foi^et the unhappinefs 
of our fingle ftate, — our fcanty and 
precarious dependancc, *— the difficul- 
ties we found to fupply ourfelves with 
even the conmxon neceflariesof life ! .— 
Wc made, indeed, a kind of tawdry 
Ihcw when we appeared abroad ; . but 

* how 
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* how was our table pnch'd for it at 

* home; -«- Prefent exigencies, and fu- 

* ture poverty ftared u^ m the face j — % 
' and is there no love, nQ gratitude, duo 

* from us to the men who fn^tch'd us 

* from that fcene of mifery, and raifcd 

* us to opulence, grandeur and refpedt l* 

Flavia. * Piflij ppf- they married us 

* to pleafc themfelvcs^ not out of pity to 

* our wants, --^ But let us have mo more 
« of this dull Huff; — ypu muft go with 

^ mc to mrs. Rakcloye^s foiite to-i^ight, 
« -«-^ it is the firft fhe has had, and t 

* promised her tp bring all the company 
*.l could/ 

Celemenai * Indeed you muft ex^ife 
5 me.' 

Flavian • For what reafon ?* 

CeiemeM. * My^dcv Aleandor fups 
^ at home, and I cannot be abroad/ 
* 
Flavia. • Heavens ! — how ftrangely 

* fiUy you are grown! — your dear Al- 
« candor fups at home. •— What then, 
« he did not n^rry you to naake you a 

* cook ! —You do not drefs bis viftuals !* 

G 2 Celemena. 
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Celemena. * No, but he marled mc to 
< make me a companion at his victuals ; 
« and while he continues to defire my 
« prcfencc, as I flatter myfelf he always 

• will, I Ihall never form any pretences 

• to be abfent.* 

The face of Plavia grew more red 
than the carmmc had made it, on find- 
ing in her fitter fentiments fo oppofite to 
her own ; but was prevented from making 
any anfwer by the entrance of a fervant, 
who told her that fome ladies were come 
to vifit her, on which Ihe went, accom- 
panied by Celemena, into the dining- 
room, in order to receive them. 

Thus ended the convcffation I men- 
tioned, and by it the reader may judge 
which of thefe two fitters had the grcateft 
(hare of prudence, beft deferved her good 
fortune, and was moft likely to enjoy a 
Jong continuance of it. 




CHAP. 
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C H A ?• VIII. 

Prefents the public with the account qf 
an incident which cannot but be 
deeply affeSiing to the youth of both 
fixes^ and no lefs remarkable in its 
event than any the Author's Invifibi'- 
KtyP^ip ever enabled him to difcover. 

AMONG all the various deceptions 
which are carried on in this great 
world, 1 know of none more cruel, and 
more liable to be attended with the word: 
of confequences, than thofc praftifed in' 
the affairs of love ; — yet it is a crime 
which pafles with impunity, and is fcarce 
cenfurcd by any but the perfons injured 
hy it and their particular friends and con- 
fidants. 

Even the ladies, generally foeaking, 
for there is no rule without tome ex- 
ceptions, are fo little the friends of 
each other^ that we rarely find them 
taking up the quarrel of their fex in chis 
point ; — on the contrary, they are apt to 
abfolve the vow-breaker, and let the 
whole blame fall on the believer : -— a 
G 3 man 
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man who has triumphed over the creduli- 
ty of an hundred women, fees himfelf 
not lefs refpefted -, and fometimes the 
number of pad conquefts (hall ferve him 
as a recommendatiofl, and be a means of 
his attaining new ones. 

Perjury is deemed but a renial tranf- 
greflion in this cafe ; — few think that 
ioaths and imprecations, when diftated by 
the heat of an amorous inclination, tho^ 
formed in the moft binding terms, and 
utterM in the moft folemn manner, are 
ever regifter'd in heaven, -i— according 
to the words of the poet, who mcnrily 
fays, 

^ Jove only Jaughs when lovers fwear/ 

Thi5 vice, as I muft take the liberty 
to call it, is not however wholly confined 
to the male fex 5 I am forry to obfervc 
that thofe of the other, either thrqV pride, 
vanity, or an inconftancy of nature, are 
fometiiTfes found guilty of deluding their 
Ipvers with fallacious expedations. 

I hope alfo to be forgiven by the more 
iliftreet part of womankind, when I fay 
that a propenfity to fuch a behaviour is 
yet lefs excufable in them than in the men, 
as a perfeft innocence, a fweetnefs of dif- 

pofition%,i 
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|>o(itioiH and a fimplicity of manners arc, s 
Or ought to be, the diftinguifhing cha- 
raderiftics of the fair fcx. 

A yoiing lady, to whom 1 flidl give 
the name of Syrenia, was endowM by 
nature with every requifite to command 
fove and admiration ; — flie had the fineft 
eyes in the world, — a very regular fet of 
features, fine hair, and a moft delicate 
complexion ; — was tall of ftature, well 
ihaped, and had fomewhat peculiarly at- 
traflive in her air and mien. — ^ Fortune 
had not ^ been altogether fo propitious to 
Jier; — through the extravagancies of 
lier parepu fhe was left in pofiefllon of 
a very moderate fortune; -^ it was, 
however, entirely at her own dilpofal, 
cand faffiofent, with the good ceconomy 
'ifae was miftrefs of, to fupport her in a 
very genfieel, though not a grand way 
jof life. 

Propb(aIs of noarri^ge had often been 
rin^e to :her by feveral emment and 
wealthy citizens; but fhe rejtfted them 
alU and defpis'd the thoughts not only of 
a fluop, but alfo of all other callings and 
occupations whatever ; — ambition was 
the predominant paflion of her foul, and 
Ihenadvanhy enough to think that her 
birth, her perlbn apd accomplifhments 
G \ . ^^\^ 
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X were fuch as might very well compenfate 
for the imallnefs of her fortune, and en- 
title her to higher expeftations. 

She had lived 'till the age of, tw^ty- 
three without having any offer of the kind 
flie hoped ; — but about the expiration 
of that aera, a young gentleman, callM 
Roffano, happening to fee her at the 
houfc of a relation whom he vifited, be- 
came violently in love with her, and foon 
after finding means to get himfelf intro- 
duced, made a declaration of his paflion ; 
to which, knowing what arid wh6 he 
was, (he gav6 all the encouragement he 
could wifh, or that was befitting the cha- 
, rafter of a niodeft woman. 

It would, indeed, have beeii much to 
be wonder'd at, if the addi-eflfesof Roflano 
had not been acceptable to her ; — he 
is defcended from a very antient and 
worthy family, has an eftate of eight 
hundred pounds p«r annum, iiitirely free 
from any incitmbrance, either mortgage, 
dowry,, or: portions to be paid out of it ; 
— his perfon and behaviour are extreme- 
ly agreeable ; and, to add to all this, has 
defervedly the reputation of ^ man of 

.llricft hbnour, and more fobriety than 
cdidd be expefted from his years and the 

.diflfoluttnefs of the prefmt times. 

The 
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The fincerity and warmth of his affec- 
tion making him very ftrenuous in his 
preffures, and the advantages fhe found 
in a match with him rendering her com- 
jpJying* they were beginning to talk of 
ordering articles for their, marriage to be 
drawn up, when an unexpefted accident, 
relatiog to his eftate, obliged him to go 
immediately into the country. 

Though he propofed to ftay but a 
Ihort time, vet he could not think of be- 
ing deprived of the fight of his beloved 
Syrenia, even for a few weeks, without 
an infinity of grief. — She teftified little 
lefs regret for this enforced feparation j 

' -r- their parting was extremely moving, 
— each feem'd to endeavour to outvie the 
other in expreflions of tendernel$^ and 
the only confolation he had was, the re- 
peated aflurances ihe gave him, that 
wherever he went he carried her heart 

. along with him. 

It is highly probable, that the a^cflloVv 
ihe profefs'd for him was at that time 
perfedly fincere, and that (lie looked 
upon the accident which dclay'd the cele- 
bration of their nuptials as no inconfiderr 
able misfortune to her ; but whatever 
«^^in fhe might feel at fuit on this aC- 
O 5 c^w^x-. 
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count, it was very foon diflipated, and 
gave way to ideas of a far different na- 
ture. 

The motive which brought about fo 
fudden, and fo extraordinary a change in 
her fentimcnts, I Ihall relate, as I was 
afterwards fully informed of it^ by the 
feveral converfations I was prefent at by 
the help of my Invifibility. 

She was one morning in the Park with 
a lady of her acquaintance caird Delia, 
where they ^ere met and join'd by a 
young officer, brother to Delia, and a 
gentleman who was^th him, and equally 
a ftranger to both the ladi®, but behaved 
towards them with the greateft reljpcfl: 
and politenefs. — They walk'd two or 
three turrtsiij) and down the Mall, after 
which the gentlemen took their ieave, 
^k1 Syrenia and Delia went to their re^ 
fpe<5tive habitations, without thinking any 
more ef what had pafs*d during their 
promenade* 

^Little, indeed, could either <)f them 
apprehend the confequences of this ad- 
venture ; — but the next day, pretty 
early in the forenoon, Syrenia was fur-^ 
prifed with a vilit from Delia) who came 

ruiuung 
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jrarmmg imo be^^artn1edt ynthput vixtf 
dcmnaxtiyi •«*-•: cryir^ out as -fhfe eater'd,* 

. -J : ^ ■ ' ' : ': ■ 

Delia. « Joy to you» my dcar.j — 

* I come to wilh you joy !* 

Syrenia. « Of what? —for I fee na 

* orfier fubjeft of joy than what 1 always 

* feel on feeing you.^ ■ s 

TJti^Ua. ^ lAt\ T-p^no, no, r— a thou- 
, * idsAXoc\i is me are; quite owt.of the , 
■ 5 qweftron ; -*^ 'but I Jia^rei the pteafUre ta 
/^congratulate you. Oflfiidbe.greateft con- 
• * qMfift Jour beauty jewer .made, or per- 
« haps cVct can DQ^e^' 

' o Ssfreim. -*^ fJKbuj ancigot into, ii vein of 

'.v^i: i.. L .. > ' 

Delia. • No, upon my. honour I never 
-w^was' moi'e =&riws; wr-'Do yQU;aW re- 
-^ member 3thenfiQC ge^tlwmo liiat was 

* with my brother ycftccday liivshe Mali?* 

— . ^^rmif. -* Y«s ; v*-^ /yeu ^&myf they 
-5 ji6in?d^ iomj^nyrwithvusif - - ^ 

:6l?//ii. * His J name is Lcontine ; — 

* he is the eldcft foA of Ms father, and 
' heir apparent to three thoufand pounds 

. .V* A year : ■— you faw his perfon •, — - for 
G 6 * mt 
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^ my part, I think nothing x:an be more 
< agreeable ; and my brother tclU mc he 

* is the moft accomplifh'd man he ever 
^ knew. .' 

Syrenia. * Well, ^— and what is all this 
^ to me?* 

Delia. * It is ill to you. — It feems 
•* he faw you laft Sunday at Weftmi^fter- 

* Abbey, fell violently in love with you, 

* and would have foUow'd to have feen 

* where you lived, but was prevented by 

* fome ^nriemcn of his acquainunde, 
« 3vho that inftant laid hoHof him and 

* forced him along with them.^ 

Syrenia. « 'Tis pofliblfe foch a one 

* might be there ; but I did not take any 
« notice of him/ 

Delia. * That may be, but he todk 

* fo much of yoi| as not to be able to 

* deep ever fince/ 

Syrenia. > Y-ery c romahtic, truly. ^^ 
« But pray how came you fo well ac- 

* quainted with the fecrets of his heart, 

* who yederday fcem*d an uttc ftranger 

* to his peribn ?* 

Ddia. 



neJnvifible Spy. 133 

Delia. « I will tell you the wholt 

* affair, as my brother kft night came 

* and informed me of it.— After they had 

' left us they went and dined together at ^ 

* a tavern : — Leontine alk'd a thoufand 

* .queftions concerning your family, — - 

* your fortune, and your chara£ler; — 
•all which, you may be fure, were an-* 

* fwer'd not to your difadvantage : — he 

* then made my brother the confidante of 

* the paffion you had infpir*d him with, 

* and intreated him to ufe his intereft 

* with riie, as he found I was pretty m* 

* timate with, you, to engage me to in- 

* trodgce hiim to you, which I have 

< faithfully promifed ta do.* 

Sp'ma. * What without my confent?* 

DeHa. M ho^ to be forgiven ; — 

< fUch an offer, my dear, is not to be re- 
Vjefted/ ^ . . 

Syrenia. * It is much beydnid my cx- 
« peftations, I confefi ;,— but the difpa- 

* rity between our fortunes is too gitat/ 

Delia. « If he thinks your perfon an 
^ equivalent, k is not your bufitiefs to 
^ make obje6lionj$. 

Sjremiu 
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Syrenin. That is tnie,-,*— and if I 
« could flatter myfelf )ie ,werc really fin- 
4 ccx-e; -^ but I will confider on it.' 

Deli(^. Mt will be time.?niQUgh for 
« you to confider when^ypu bare heard 

* .what he ^as to jlay ; for.J have pio- 

* raiied to biri^g you, together: this, eveo- 

* ing/ 

Sytema. * This evening ! — as how !' ^ 

D^lia. ^- As thus : -^ I invite you to 

* fup with me jto-night, —my brother 
^ .and Leontine {Jball /con)e in as if by ac- 
« cident; -7. lieidicr ly/^ pride opr your 

* modefty has any thing to fcruple ; for 
f J ^ al^ur^ y9iU I yijl . sugt * let . e.:^w my 

* brpthef Know that 1 have previoufly 
_t .^uaip^d jy w P9*h pBy'thjpg,^ the 
^* .'matter/. •. ; • '. ^ , ; -r .^, j * 

Syrenia. * Well, — on that condition 

* think you very much to blame to turn 
♦.your back; on a;profp^ft»fo .highly ad- 

* vantagcous ^ — ^ fcr, (:hwgh you are well 

* born, — well acconjipli^i'd, — .v.e h^*d' 

* fome, and have fome fortune of your 

• own. 
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own, — yet the three firft of theft, as 
men now think of marriage, weigh 
but lightly againft what they call the 
incumbrance of a wife; — and as to 
the latter, you know, it will not en- 
title you to a coach and fix.' 

Syrenia. * The juftice of what you fey 
cannot be denied ; — » but I would do 
nothing that fhould occafion my cha- 
racter being callM in queftion, nor 
would fcem too forward, though to 
promote the higheft expeftations ; -~ 
thercfore, my dear Delia, remember I 
depend on your; prudence/ 

Delia. * In tfeis you fafdy may ; -^ I 
know too well what is^wing to my 
fex, and the cruel afperfions men are 
apt ta throw on our moft innocent fr^ce- 
dofhs, not to be extremely cautious in 
avokUng givii^ the ieall room for 
cenfure.* 

Syrenia. « Imleedi my xicar^ tr^ eb* 
fervation on your own conduiS: tiught 
to put to filence all my doUbCs Ofi^diat 
ftore ; and whatever is the event of 
this affair. I ihall always gratefully ac- 
knowledge your ^ood wiflies towards 

me/ 

• 'i 
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Delia. * If it fucceeds I IhaJl be a 

• (barer in your good fortune, as nothing 
« gives me a more fenfible fatisfadion 

• than to have it in my power to conr 

• tribute to the happincfs of my friends ; 

• — but I muft leave you, — I promised 

• to let my brother know whether you 

• could come or not, that he may ap- 

• prife Lcontine of it/ 

The good-natur'd Delia went away in 
fpeaking thefe words ; but I could eafily 
perceive, by the glow on Syrenia's cheeks, 
now much (he was tranfported with the 
purpofe of her vifit ; — and was yet more 

' confirmed of her being fo by fome dif- 
jolnted foliloquies (he utter'd when /he 

. thought there was no witnefs of what fhe 
faid. 

&yrma. * Three thoufand pounds a 
year, and fo fine a gentleman as Leon- 
)tine \ — fo handfome, ; — fo polite, — 
fi> every thing that is agreeable ! — If 
he is as iincere as Delia imagines him to 
be, I (hall have caufe to blefs the hour 
I went to Weftniinftcr-Abbey 5 —or 
rather, that which carried me to the 
Park yefterday, without which he 
might never have known who I was, 
or where to find me, an4 (hould have 
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all the advantage my good ftars 
Jem to have decreed for mei * 



Here (he ceas'd to fpeak, other fort of 
emotions rifing in her mind, to which 
fhe ^ve a loofe in this exclanution : 

Syreuia. * It was an unlucky thing I^ 

• went fo far with Roffano, —the poor 

* man loves me to diftraftion, — he will 

• certainly break his heart when he finds 
^ I have torfakcn him ; — and, it may be, 
' reproach mc as the occafion of his 

* death.* 



On this her countenance feem'd a litrie 
difqoncerted \ but it foon wore off, and 
aft^ a ihort pauie went on thus : 



* Syrinia. • I am glad, however, that 
^ no contrad has pafs*d between us •, the 
^ encouragement I gave his pafllon, and 
^ the verbal promifes I made him, need be 

* no impediment to my accepting a better 

* ofier. — It will be prudence in me, 

* however, not to throw him off, nor give 

* him any room to fupe^ I have lefi 

* affeftibn for him than I had, *till I am 

* well affurcd that Leontine is in earncft.* 

This was enough tofhew me the prin- 
ciple and dilpofition of SyuetvU^ fe^^Jcw 
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wMcht indeedy were ib liUk pleafii^ eo 
me» that I kad not pretence to ftay with 
her any longer, bat quitted her apart- 
ment: wi!th, a conten:tptv which coutd (he 
.have been fenfible of, would fio doubt 
have given her fomc moru&<a^ioflu 

\ made one of the company that night 
at Delia's however •, but as it could not 
be expcded, that in a meictiog which was 
to pafs for cafual, there (hould he afty 
eonverfa^ion excq>t on general topics,*! 

. reap'd;no other hecefit by being preferft, 
than to be convinced that Leontine^ by 
the glances he took every opportunity of 
c^ing at Syrenia, was indeod very much 

. j^naoiour'd, and thait ihe Ipaifid so paias 
to makje him.moreib^ . l i , -. 

The neatt day he went with.theJbr6ther 
of Delia to^vi(ither» and the fturcecdii^ 
one took theiliberty>of going thidaenalone 
aad made a declaration of bis paffion, 
which ihe, having ^ell ^prqmrcai bsrfelf 
with anfwcrs, rccdved an fUda -a -manner 
vBS neirfierio rcje£t, nor with too much 
readinefs encotirage. 

The ice once broke, he profecuted his 
addrefles with fo much vigour and affi- 
duity,' tthat fee thought it would be no 
breach of modcftj?.togiye him.^oomJto 

ho|je 
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her ; — by degrees, therefcMre, &e became 
more kind on «very vifit he niade, but 
did it with caution and reierve, neither 
by her Jocks or words forfeiting that 
charadter of difcretion (he fo much va- 
lued herfelf upon, — dropping only fome 
hintg, as if forced from her, from a fond 
of tendernefs within, which fhe would 
fain endeavour to conceal, but had not 
the power of dc^g it. 

. Thus artful in appearing artleis, Leon- 
tine, though a man of very geod ie^Q 
and penetration, never once fufpei^ed fhe 
wa£ amy other than fuch as fhe affediied to 
be, — * plain, fimple, generous^ and in- 
capable of diiguifing h^ fentiments. 

It' is ceruun, indeed, that iver natural 
cunning was greatly afilfted^ow to pro* 
ceed on this occafion, by the intelligence 
fhe daily received from Delia> to whofe 
brother Leontine made no fcruple of dif- 
bunhenii^ all that pafs'd in hffi heart in 
relation to his paflion for Syrenia. 

From this faithful friend Ihe learn'd, 
that tho* it was not to be doubted but 
that Leontine was as much in love with 
her as man could be, yet the. great rcfpeft 
and reverence he had for his fatherM.<^vaAd 
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not permit him to think of venturing or 
a thing of fo much confequence as m^* 
riage» without having firft obtainM his 
confent, and approbation of the weman 
he made choice of for a wife \ and that 
to this end he had already fent two letters 
to his father, who lived entirely in thtK 
country ; but the anfwers he received not 
being quite fo fatisfaftory as he wifh'd^ 
he had wrote a third, didtatedin the moft 
pallionate and prefling terms. 

She could not avoid being under foinc 
very uneafy apprehenfions on the fcore of 
this old gentleman, and alfo fear'd that 
the paflion Leon tine was infpired with 
might not of itfelf be ftrong enough to , 
get the better of that obedience owing # 
from him to a father's will, — ihe there- 
fore wi(h'4 to intereft his good-nature 
and generofity in her favour, and judged 
that the fureft way to fe<5ure his affedUon 
was to maite him confident of her's. 

But the means of accomplilhing this > 
was a difficulty (he knew not prefently 
how to get over ; — to confefs by word 
of mouth Ihe loved him feem*d too great 
a breach of modefty, efpecially as his 
courtfliip to her had not yet been of any 
long continuance ; and to get him in- 
formed of it by Delia, fee thought would 

he 
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be the fame thing, as he would doubtkis 
imagine it was not done without her pri- 
vity and confent •, — belides, (he knew 
not whether that lady would approve of 
fuch a ftep, — Being one day defir'd by 
him to favour him with a tune on her 
fpinnet, ihe entertained him with an air 
put of the Opera of Arfinoe, the firft in 
die Italian tafte ever exhibited on the 
Englifh ftage, and, in my opinion, has 
hcttk exceeded by none that have come 
after it. — The words (he fungrto her 
inftrument were thcfe : 

* Wanton zephir foftly blowing, 

^ Watclung, catching, whifpering, gpmg» 

* Bear in fighs my foul away : 

* Tell Ormondo what I feel, 
•^ • Tell him how his chains I wear^ 
« Tell him all my grief artd care 5 
^ Gently ftealing, 
« And revealing, 

* More of love than I can fay.' . 

But though Leontine extollM bodi the 
mulic and £e voice which gave it utte- 
rance, yet he fhew'd no indication of 
ima^ning (he had any de(^ of flattering 
his padlon in the choice (he made of this 
fong ; — this makii^-her perceive (he 
iBuft be more explicit, her lertile inven- 
tion Toon prefented her with a ftratagem:. 
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which pleafing her fanty at the fame time 
that it promised the fuccefe Ihe aim'd it» 
ihe put inCQ inucnediate execution. -«^ It 
was this : 

Having a natural taknt for poetry fhe 
fat down at her efcrutore, took pen^ ink 
and paper, and without being ^t thq 
pains of much ftudy wrote the following, 
lines : 

Tbi hreatbings of a Uvt-Juk heart . 

* Wit, manly beauty, every grace com- 

* bine, 

« To deck the youth I love wkh charms 

* divine. 

« But ah l««*niy too uncaudous heart take 

* heedt - 

< Nor with gay hopes the growing pi^fien 

* feed ; 

* Wealth's the chief idol that mankind 

* adore, 

< The fov'reign power they all fall down 
« bcfwief 

« My niggar4 fbrtune^ does that ch^rm 

< deny, 
« Andlove alorie will not ks want&fiipply} 
^ Let me then guiurd each av^fiue ta my 

* bpes^ 

« Aftd4>ar all entarance to this dangerous 
\ * guiA^ 

Left 
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« Left by indulging the prefumptuous 

* flame^ . . 

< I fail the viftim of defpair and fhame. * 

* But^ oh 'tis^vain! — the ^od of love 

* conlpifcs, \ '^ """ 

* To aid my Lcontl.ne with all his fire J, ' 
« Speaks in his voice and Iparkles in Ws ' 

* eyes, • 

* Aad what he fweetly forces, juftifies, ' 

* *Tis fure determin'xi in the book of fete, 

* I mult adore, ev^n tho^ he provestjn-' 

« grate/ ' 

This paper, which flie wanted him to 
believe^ was a fincere conf dfion of the ' 
whole fcqret of her TouK Aw eontrived 
fhoiild fall Jnto'his hands in- fuch a manner 
as flicniJd have too much the appearance 
of chance to be liifyle ta any Aj%kicn of 
defign. " 

At his next vHil^ her maid being' wcH 
inftrufted by hef ho# to aft^ raft haftily 
into die room, and told her that^ the man^ 
¥*om fhe had w8tt*A to come for his 
money was below. -— Syrenia aifefted rk)! 
to underftand what Ihe meant, and cry'd, 

Symiu. ^ What man \ — what money ! 

Maid. 
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Maid. • Mr. Shapely, mftdam, — your 

* fiaymaker/ 

Syrifiia. * Oh, — now I rtmcmber. I 
< did t»d him c6itie for his money ; — he » 
^ takes a ftrang^ unfeafonable time;— « 

* people fhould always come in a morn* 

* mg on thefe affairs ; — however Til Tec 

* if I can find his bill, -«* aiid do you 
^ carry a pen and ink into the parlour, 

* that he may write me a receipt on the 

* back of it/ 

On this the maid withdrew^ and Syrenia 
<^n'd a little defk that flood in the din- 
ingHTOom, and beginning to tumble over 
fome wriungs fhe had there, as in fearch 
of the pretended bill, dexterbufly fllpp'd 
from among the reft th^ paper which con- 
tain'd the above recited verfes, and let it 
fall to the ground without feeming to 
obfijrve that any Aing was dropped ; *— 
then faying fhe had found what flie had^ 
lookM fpr^ 7- (hut up the defk in a great 
hurry, — ^ begg'd Leontine would excufe 
her abfcnce for a few moments, and wen( 
down ftairs. 

She was no fooner gone, than Leontine 
happening to caft his eyes that way faw 
the paper, and took it up, as I fuppofe, 

with 
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with no other intention than to deliver it 
to Syrenia when ihe fhould return ; biic 
it being purpofely folded in fuch a man- 
ner that part of the writing appeared on 
the outfide,— ^ he muft have been ftrangfcly 
incurious indeed, if feeing it a poem, and 
wrote in his miftrefs's hand, he had far- 
bore examining it. . 

Never was arty tranfport more vifible 
than in the countenance 6f Leontine while 
reading thefe delufive ftanzas \ — his lode 
put me in mind of the poet's words : 

' Kindnefs has refiftlefs charms, 

* All things elfe but faintly warmS; - 

* It gilds the lover's fervile chain, 

* And makes the flave grow pleas Vi 
* and vain.' 

Tho* by the particulars I have been re- 
peating, the reader will eafily fuppofc^ I 
was^ both an eye arid an ear witnefs ef 
them, yet it is utterly impoffible for me 
to defcribe either the looks or attitude of 
the one or the other, in the joyous fur- 
prifc of finding himfelf, as he imagirt'd, 
thus extremely deir to the only woman 

to whom he wifli'd to be fo, . j 

•- • . > 

She took care to ftay (b long below as 
to^ve him time 4;o read over, moire than 
Vol. IV. H oTv^t:> 
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©nee, what flie intended for his perufat 
k was ftill in his hands when (he return*d> 
but flie leem'd to take no notice of it, 
and was beginning to apologize for her 
abfence by laying the blanae on the im- 
pertinence of her ftay maker ; but Leen- 
tine, with a gefture full of rapture, ineer- 
lupted her, — faying, 

Liontine. * Q, madam^ — you wiuft 

• allow me to become an advocate for this 

• honeft tradefman, lince by his fortunate 

• detaining you* I am made the happieft 

• of mankind. 

To this, Syrenra afFedfng not to com- 
prehend the meaning of what he feid, 
jfeply*d with a fmile,. 

Syrenia. * What riddle in this you 

• are about to pofe me with ? — -I ana the 

• dulleft creature in the world at givinga 

• folution to thcfe things/ 

Leontine. * This paper, madam, wafted 
« to me by the god of Jove's own hand, 

• has given me the wilh'd-for opportunity 

• of proving myfelf lefs unworthy of the 

• blefling 1 afbire to^ than your doubts 

• ftiggeft. — No, my charming Svrenia, 

• not all the treafures in the world could 
,• add one ray of luftre to the graces of 

' your 
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^ your mind and perfon, -r- 'tis thofe 

* alone I covet to enjoy, and in pofleffing 

* them (hall be more rich than in po0el^ 

* fing both the Indies/ 

"While he was fpeaking Syrenia caft 
her eyes upon the paper and blu(h*d ex- . 
cefflvely •, — partly perhaps thro' fhame» 
but q^orc thro* the pleafure which difFufed 
itfelf thro* all her veins, on perceivings 
by the behaviour of Leontine, how well 
the fuccefs of her plot had anfwer*d ta 
the intention of it. 

The well diffembled confuQon (he was 
in, was an eiccufe for Ker not fpeaking, 
and Leontine went on to affure her, in 
the moft tender ternris, that no confidera- 
tion whatever fhould have the power to 
obHge him to withdraw that firm affec- 
tion he now vow'd to her, and that he 
hop'd a very little time would put a 
final period to all her apprehenfions oa 
that fcore. 

What farther converfa,tioa pafsM be- 
tween them at this time Ilhall forbear ta 
repeat, as it may be e^ftly guefs'd at; and 
proceed to the conduft of Syrenia in re- 
gard to her other lover, who the reader 
may think I have too long negledled. \ 

H 2 TV^ 
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The bufinefs which caird Roflano into 
the country detained him there much 
longer than he had expefted, and an un- 
lucky fall from his horfe, the very d^y 
.before he intended to fet out for London, 
occafioned a fecond delay to his journey ; 
— this abfence of his gave Syrenia a full 
opportunity of entertaining her new lover, 
tho' fhe received every poft a letter from 
the former, all which me did not fail to 
/anfwer with that tendernefs which might 
be expefted from a ^oman who had pro- 
mifed to be his wife ; flill keeping cloFe 
to her firft maxim, not to give any um- 
brage to the one *till flie was perfeftfy 
fecure of the other. 

All impediments, however, being at - 
laft removed, that gentleman arrived in f 
town on the fame day that Syrenia and 
Leontine w/sre engag'd in the manner / 
above recited ; — his impatience to fee 
his beloved miftrefs carried him imme- 
diately to her lodgings, — he came while 
his rival was with her ; but her maid, 
well knowing how improper it was that . 
they fhould meet, told him her lady was j 
abroad, — on which he went away, fay-L 
ing he would return in the evening, as he 
knew fhe was not accuiftom'd to ftay laje 
from home. 

He 



\ 
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He was doubtlefs much difappointedt- 
but not at all fufpicious of the caufe, 'till 
having crofs*d the ftreet he happened to* 
caft his eyes back upon the houfe, either 
by chance, or poflibly through fondnefs 
of the place which contained the idol of 
his wifl;ies, — Syrenia was fitting in the* 
.window and Leontine very near to her r 
— Roffano had a full view of both y but* 
Syrenia was too earneft in difcourfe to ob- 
fcrve him, tho* he ftood nYotionlefs on 
the fpot where he was for feme minutes. 
~ It feem'd not ftrange to him that a 
gentleman ftiould be with her, . tho' he 
could find no way to account why he 
fliould be denied accefs to her but one, 
which flung him to the foul. 

He was more than once tempted by Kia 
jealoufy, as I afterwards difcover'd, to 
return and demand of the maid a reafon 
for his having been rcfufed admittance ; 
but fecond thoughts prevail'd, and he 
-went home to deliberate how it would 
beft become him to behave in fuch a cir- 
cumftance. 

Leontine ftaid fupper, and Syrenia 

ftepping out of the room to give fome 

neceffary orders to her maid, was informed 

by her that Roffano had been there and 

H 3 xiv^ 
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the meflage he had left : — this greatly 
jdifconcerted her •, but after a Jittle payfe 
fhe recover'd herfelf enough to give thefe 
dire&ions: 

Syrenia* ♦ This is very unlucky,-^ 

* Leontiae will probably ftay late;; — 

• you niuft therefore tell RofTano that I 
-^ am not yet come home, — and that 

^ you beiieve I am gone to tlic play.* 

The maid punflually obeying thefe di- 
reftions, Roffano oniy reply'd, — that 
fincc it had happenM fo, he would do 
iimfelf the honour to brcakfaft with Jier 
!cdy the next morning, • — and then de- 
parted feemingJy well fatisHed, 

But tho' he forbore giving any indi- 
cations of his jealoufy to this gir}, ^e 
tloubted not but that the fecond repulie 
was owing to the fame motive the - firfl: 
had been ; — rcfolving, however, to be 
more fully convinced, he pofted his fer- 
vant, whom he had brought with him for 
that purpofe, under a lamp a few doors 
from, the houfe where Syrenia lodged 
charging him to obferve carefully who 
came in or out, and if he faw a gentl 
man in black velvet and a bag wig, to 
follow him wherever he went, find out 

his 



rs 



The Invijible Spy. 151 

his name if pofliblc, and bring him an' 
exafit account. 

Leontine was fo much charmed with 
the difcovery he had made of Syrenia's 
affeftion, that he quitted her apartment 
not 'till the night was very far advanced, 
—r Roffano's fervant, however, kept clofe 
to his ftand, 'till a chair being called, he 
faw the gentleman his mailer had de- 
fcribed go into it •, — he foHow*d, and 
as foon as Leontine had enter*d the houfe 
where he lodgM, and tlte door was fliut, 
a^M the chairmen if they knew the 
gentleman they had carried-, but they 
aisfwertng \n the negative^ and he feeing 
no houfe ^pen- where ie might enquire, 
could learn nothing farther that night; 
but early the next morning he went again^, 
and had the addrefs to find out all the 
particulars that could be expe£i;ed from 
hii»* 

Roflano wa« now affur^d not only that 
be had a rival, but alfo a rival highly 
favoured by his miftrefs : — the diftrac- 
tion he was in m*ay eafily be conceived ; 
but he diffembled it on his fifit approach 
to Syrenia, whom he did not fail to vifit 
the next morning, as he had told her 
CQ^id. 

H 4 Syrenia^ 
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Syrenia, before fhe was informed of it, 
knew very well, that miffing feeing her 
that night, he would not let another day 
pafs over without coming, had the arti- 
fice to tell Leontine (he was obliged to 
go fome few miles out of town to fee a 
reJation who (he heard was dangeroudy 
iU. 

I am not a perfon who live without • 
having fome bufinefs in the worjd, yet 
there are very few things of confequence 
enough to me to have detain'd me from 
being a witnefs of what pafs'd in this in- 
terview between Rc(rano and Syrenia» 
ai^d fliall prefent my readers with it as re- 
corded in my faithful -Tabkts. 

Syrenia no fooner heard he was there 
than (lie ran to the top of the (lair-cafe to ' i « 
receive him, and with the greateft (hew 
of tendernefs faluted him in thcfe terms : 



c 



Syrenia. * My dear RoflTano, how 
griev'd have I been for lofing the fight* 
< f you laft night, after having ^been fo 
long an age of time deprived of it!' 

Rojfano, * The misfortune^ beautiful 
Syrenia, was wholly mine ; for while I 
niodn'd your abfence you doubtlefs found 
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* fomething to amufe and entertain you. 

* — I heard you were at the play/ 

Syrenia. * I was fo ; — but what could 

* I find there to compenfate ifor the fatis- 

* fa6tion I mifs'd by being, fo unluckily 

* from home 1' 

Rojfano. * Were you at Covent- Garden? 

Syrenia. * No ; — at Drury-Lane. — 

* But why do you alk ?* 

Rojfano. * Only for a foolilh fancy.* 

Syrenia. * Nay, I may anfwcr my- 

* felf that queftion. — I will lay my life 

* you went in fearch of me; — but \ 

* chole to go in a defliabille, and fat on 

* the back bench in Burtoi^'s box; — fo 

* it was impoflible for you jcp fee me.' 

Rojfano. * Not fo impoflible as you 

* imagine, madam : — but I had no need 

* to go to either of the Theatres, — the 

* objcft I fo much languiQi*d to behold 

* prefented itfelf to me without my taking 

* any pains.' 

Thcfe words occafion'd a vifible 
change in her countenance, — fhe blulh'd 
cxcelTively, — caft her eyes upon the 
H 5 ^tQw?\d^ 
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ground, and had not power to lift them 
up while Ihe faid only, 

Syrenia. * What is it you mean ?* 

Rojfano. * There need4 no explanation \ 

* — the difordcr you in vain endearour \ 

* to conceal fhews but too much how 

* well you are acquainted with my mean- 

* ing. — Ah^ Syrenia, — Syisenia, — ^ 
> how did I once flatter myfelf with an 

* airurancc that your heart was minct 

* inviolably mine j but now I find my 

* ^fence has been fatal to me K 

Syrenia., ' Forbear to talk thus; — 

* thefe fufpicibns are unjuft to me, and 

* cruel to yourfelf.. 

Roffano. « Why then was I lafl: night! 

* turn'd from your door ! — Why twice \ 

* repulsed, while, my more happy rival 

* was allowed the privilege of entertain-, 
•ing you 'till midnight! 

Syrenia. * Who tells you this ?* | 

Rojfano. * My oWn eyes, madam, 

* were my firft intelligencersj — I faw '^ 

* you at that window, — • faw alfo your 

* Dew favourite, and eafily jtidg'd by 

* both your attitudes what was the fubjed: 
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* of your converfation ; — as to the reft, 

* I was infof mM of it by means to which . 

* I afterwards had recourfe.* 

The falfe Syrenia was now abfolutcly 
confounded ^ —»- there was no giving the 
lye to ocular demonftration as to the firft 
part of Roffano's charge againft her, but 
Ae endeavoured to avoid the latter, by 
faying/ 

^ Syrenia. < Well, fir, I own I was at 

* home, and had ordered myfelf to be 

* denied •, but expefted not your coming, 

* or knew you had been here 'till after 

* you were gone : •— a^ for the gentle- 

* man you faw with me, 'tis your own 

* jealous fancy alone that makes you re- 

* gard him in the light of a lover/ 

Rvjfano. « I grant you did not expeft 
* *ime; but as your fervant is no ftranger 

* to the footing we are upon, (he would 

* certainly have looked on me as an ex-. 

* ception to the general order you had 

* given, if flie had not known I was no 

* proper perfon to join in the compahy 

* you had abo^e : — befides, you cannot 

* plead ignorance of my fecond vifit, 

* yet I was again turn'd back.* 

H 6 Syrenia. 
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Syrenia. * You wrong me ; — I pfo- 

* teft I never beard of your being here 

* *till I was going to bed •, — think no 
« more therefore of fuch idle ftufF,^ — this is 

* not difcourfe for two people who love, 

* and have fo long been abfent from each 

* other.' , 

Rojfano. Khy Syrenia ! — I wifh the 

* treatment I have received would allow 

* me to entertain you with any other ; — 

* there was a time when I could be as 

* gay, perhaps, as he who now fupplants 

* me in your efteem.' 

Syrenia. * Still harping on the fame 

* firing; — remiember what the poet feys : 

• No figns of love in jealous men re- 

* mains, ' > 

* But that which fick n^en have of life, 

* their pains/ 

She had juft done repeating thefe lines 
when the tea equipage was brought in 
for bceakfaft, and Roflano, who I could 
perceive by his countenance was little 
pleafed with the trifling anfwers (he had 
made to his reproaches, rofe up to take 
his leave, on which (he fuddenly cafch'd 
hold .of his hand, and with a well coun- 
terfeited 
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terfeitcd tendernefs in her voice and eyes, 
faid to him, 

Syrenia. * You will not go and leave 

* me in this humour/ 

Rdffano. * Indeed I muftj — ^ I have 
« this moment thought of a bufinefs that 

* requires immediate difpatch.* 

Syrenia. « Shall I then fee you in the 

* afternoon?' , 

Rojfano. * I cannot promife.* 

He was half way down ftairs whife 
leaking thefe laft words^ and though ihe 
-tollow'd him two or three ftcps, and ckird 
to him to ftay, he turned not, nor even 
lodi'd back upon her, but went haftily 
out of the houfe. 

I was refolved to fee what was his in- 
tent, and accompanied him to the houfe 
of that kinfwoman where he had firft feen 
Syrenia ; — he was beginning to tell her 
what caiife of complaint he had agiainft 
that lady, 'but (he ftoppM his mouth by 
faying ftie was already acquainted with 
every thing he had to relate, and J then 
proceeded to inform him, that having a 
friend who lived oppofite to Syrenia, £Ke 
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bad learned that ftie entertain'd a new 
lover, who vifitcd her almoft every day, 
and that the neighbourhood believed it 
would very fhortly be a naatch, 

Roflfano went fBom this relation to his 
bis own lodgings, where having vented 
iqmt part of his rage in exclamations on 
the levity a,nd ingratitude of womankind, 
he fat down and wrote the following lines: 

To liEONTINE. 

« s r R, 



^* \/ OU have endeavoured to fuppla 
•< *^ me in the afFedlion of the worn 



lant 
woman 

•« I loved and am engag'd to marry ; — 
** I need not tell you I mean Syrenia ; -^ 
** I expeft therefore you will either refign 
** all pr^tenfions to her under your own 
" hand, o^ give fuch fatisfaftion as one 
** gentleman has a right to demand from 
** another in thefc cafes. : — I fhall at- 
<' tend you behind Montague-houfe at 
*< eight to-morrow morning, 'till when, 

«* Yours, 

" ROSSANO. 

This he fcnt immediately to Leontine, 
who happening to be at home return'd an 
, anfwcr by the bearer in thefc terms : 

To 
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To itoSSANO, 

** S I R, ' 

^* T Own myfelf a lover of Syrenia, 
*« "*• but know nothing of your Courtfhip 
♦• to her, nor will believe (he is under 
** any engagement of the nature you 
** mention, either to you or any other 
** man •, and (hall be fo far from re(ign- 
^* ing my preten(ions, that I will defend 
«* them to the laft moment of my life ; 
*^ you may therefore rely on my meeting 
** you at the time and place appointed. 

*< Yours, 

** Leontine. . 

Roflfano had fcarce fini(h'd reading this 
billet when a, porter brought him a letter 
from Syrenia, the contents whereof were 
thefe: 

To ROSSANO. 

" My very dear Rossano, 

^* Y'OU R behiaviour this morning has 
*' *• thrown me into difquiets which 
*^ might excite compaflion in a heart lefs 
*♦ devoted to me than I flattered myfelf 
** yours was ; — I thought the love be- 
** twcen us was eftablifh'd on a mote. 
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•* folid bafis than to be (hook by every 

" pufF of jealous caprict ; — I doubt not 

*« but to convince you that yours is no 

*« other. — If this is fo lucky as to find you 

** at home, or you receive it time enough, 

** I beg to fee you this evening; for I 

" cannot bear you fhould pafs another 

** night in fuch cruel fufpicions of 

«* Your faithfully afFeftionate 

" Syrenia.'* 

• I perceived he was in fome dilemma on 
reading this billet } — he paus'd a while, 
— then faid, 

Rojjano. * My Compliments to the 
• lady, and — ' 

. Then paus'd again, and at laft cry'd, 

Roffano. " Tell he;- 1 am engaged this 
*• day, but will wait on her to-morrow." 

Various refleftipns fe<?m'd now rolling 
in the mind of this much abus'd lover ; 
but I left him in them, and contented my- 
fclf with going the next morning to the 
field of battle, in order to fee how the 
combatants would behave ; — they were 
both fo punctual to the time that it is 
hard to fay which of them was firft within 

the 
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the lifts. •— Roflano, however, having 
fome idea of Leontine, as he had feen 
him through Syrenia*s window, advanced 
towards him, and faid, 

Rojfano. « I guefs, fir, you are the 

* gentleman I invited hither ?' 

Leaniine. * You are not deceived, fir^ 

* if yout name be Roffano.* 

Rojfano. « The fame, fir/ 

Leontine, * Mine then is Leontine, and 

* you find me ready to maintain my pre- 

* tenfions to the fair Syrenia.* 



• 



c 



Rojfano. < And I to aflert that right 
which a long feries of encouraged court- 
fhip and mutual vows have given me.*j 

Leontine. < This then is the way we 
muft difpute the prize.' 



Both their fwords were alrea-iJy drawn^ 
and Roflano, either through fuperior (kill 
or better fortune, gave his antagonift a 
flight wound in th^ fide on the firft pa&, 
and on the fecond a much deeper on the 
right arm, which occafioning a great cfFu- 
fion of blood, he was obliged to drop his 
fword, on which the other, * imagining 

the 
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the mifchief to be greater than it really 
proved, ftepp'd haftily towards hiiri with 
thefe words : 

Rojfana. « Sir, Though I might ex- 

* pett ihe juftice of my caufe would give 

* me^ome advantage over you, I fliould 

* ^)e extremely forry to find it attended 
^ with any bad elFe^fts, — I beg therefore, 
^ as there are fcarce any chairs abroad fo 
^ eariy/you will give me leave to fup- 
« port yo\i to my lodgings, which arc 

* very near, and where you may have 

* immediate affiftancc.' 

Leontine accepted the offer, — a fur- 
geon was immediately caird, and his 
cloaths ftrippM off in order to have his 
wouftds examined •, — that on hk fide 
was not at all deep, and that on his arm 
happening only among a knot of veins, 
r^uired little more than a tight bandage 
for its cure : — he was advifcd, however, 
to drink fome mull'd wine, and then en- 
deavour to compofe himfelf to fleep for a 
few hours. — Roffano, with a great deal 
erf" humanity and politenefs, took care to 
lee this injundkion performed, and on 
Leontine's requefting it, fent to his lodg- 
ings for frefh cloaths and linnen for him 
CO put on when he (hould awake. 
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As Roffano was retiring to leave his 
gucft to that rcpofe which was thought 
needful for him, he iaw a paper lying on 
the floor, which he took up, not knowing 
but it was fomcthing belonging to him- 
felf ; — but how great was his amaze- 
ment whea he found what it contained, 
— this being the vtry verfes Syrenia 
had wrote on Leontine, and had fortui- 
toufly been (hook out of that gentleman's 
pocket as his cloaths were haftily thrown 
to the other fide of the foom. 

*TiU now, the love he had bore Syrenia 
kept him from entertaining any worfe 
opinion of her condudt, than thjt it was 
the vanity incident to her fex which alone 
had made her encourage the addreffes of 
Leontine -, but this plain proof of her ii> 
conftancy gave a fudden tur^i to his fen- 
timents, and changed at once all the ten- 
dernefe he ever had for her into contempt 
and hatred. 

Leontine alfo had fome uneafy thoughts 
on the fcore of Syrenia 5 — Roflano 
feemM to h:m to be a man of too much 
honour to aflert a falfhood, and begail to 
fear that himfelf had been deceived in his 
opinion of that lady's fincerity ; «— > being 
kls inclined to fleep than to h^fesk^^^ 
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in this point, he rung a bell which hung 
by the bedfide, on which Roflano, *ho 
was no farther than the next room, wen« 
in and afk'd how he did ; — to which he 
fcply'd, 

Leentine. * So well that I think I need 

* lie here no longer than 'till my man 

* brings me fome clean apparel, that I 

* may rife with decency •, — in the mean 

< time, fir, fhould take it as a favour that 

* you would let me know how far I have 
« been guilty of iojuftice to you in regard 

* of Syrenia : — in your billet to me you 

* mention an engagement ; — if it be fo 

< I was perfectly ignorant of it, and at 

* that time imagined I hadftroiig reafons 

* for difbeKeving, ^— otherwife I do aflure 

* you, fir, not all my paflTion for that 

* lady fhould have made me attempt to 

* difunitc your loves.* 

Roffano. * Though it may feem un- 

* generous to boaft a lady*s favours, as I 

* have no other way to juftify my_ rafli 

* proceedings towards you, be pleafed to 

* read that letter :* 

In fpeaking this he prcfented to i.eon- 
tine the letter he had received from Syrenia 
the day before, which that geatleman h^d . 

no 
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no fooner look'd over than he cryM out 
with the greateft furprifc. 



c 



Leontine. * Good heaven ! — Why 
this was! dated but yefterday !* 



Roff/^no. * Yes, fir, and wrote paac* 

* count of my teftifying forhe jealoufy on 
f your being with her the evening "be- 

* fore ; — but I have now done with that 

* idle paffion, and can now refign my 
^ claim with as much calmnefs as I woald 
•lately have maintained k wiil^ cutgpr- 
« nefe/ . , 

Leontine. « Is it poflible you cati be 
« in e^neft ?* < . , . 

. plojano. \ WerevSyrfpiajm^ebewt 
•' ijifiil, tli^p Ih^^isy; the enjoyinj^tvOf b^ 
^ .pjBrf6n without h^r jiear>t couJd giyqino 
«'nappinefs ; and had this paper, which 

< ^ciden tally fell from your p'ocktt; in 

* the hurry th[is. morning, happtn'd foOii^ 
« iptp my. l?fadSf I; ihould n9t jhave p^- 

< tended ai^ |. have dope.* 

Ih Ipeaking this; he g^y? Leontine the 
paper he had takpn up ; ^— thf. other im- 
mediately faw what ^tiWfis, and receiving 
it with a imile made this reply : 
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Leontine. * I thank you, fir ; but 1 
• aflurc you I am not at all vain of thefe 
« vcrfcs, as they ferve only to prove that 
« the lady was willing to be double 
« arm'd, and in cafe one Jover fliQuld 
^ fail, to be provided with another/ 

After this they began to enter into a 
very free difcuffion on the condudl of 
Syrenia towards them both; and there 
now appeared fo much deccitj — meant 
artifice, — ingratitude and perfidy, as 
well to the one as to the other, that it is 
hard to fay which of them entertained the 
moft defpicablc notions of her : — in 
fine, they agreed to refent the impofitions 
flie had praftifed on them in fuch a man- 
ner is fon^ef of my fair readers, how 
greacfy foevcr tfiey may condehin Syrenia, 
ill not perhaps eaifily abfolve theni fotv 

The ftrvant of Leontine being arriv^ed 
^idi the things his rrt^fter had ordered. to 
be brought, that gentleman rofe and got 
himfelf drefs'd, and Roflahof in the mean 
time employed himfelf in gathering^up 
all the letters he had received- from By- 
retii^, and hrade them' up m a large 
packet, and wrote on the cover, 

Amo- 
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* Amorous billets from a lady, of a very 

* extraordinary chara6ter.' 

They went in two chairs to the houfc 
where Syrenia lodged, and the door be- 
ing open*d rufli'd up ftairs without aay 
ceremony, and even into the dining-room 
where fhe was fitting. — Leontine was 
the firft that entered -, (he rofe to receive 
him -, but feeing his arm in a fcarf, cry'd 
out, 

Syrenia. * Oh> fir, what acddent has 

* befallen you !* 

Ltoniine. * No unlucky^ one, madam ;. 

* I have, iiYdeed, received two flight 

* wounds on your account; but I blefe 

* the hand that gave them, finqe they 

* have been the means of curing one of a 

* more dangerous nature in my heart.* 

She had no time to afk what he. meant 
by thefe words, — ^ Roffano,wasnow in 
the room, and rejoined to what the ptha: 
had faid in this manner : 

Rt)ffano. * My hear^ is alfo in a pretty 
' go^ condition too^ — for though i 

* have loft a miftrefs, I have gainM a 

* friend, from whom I have reafon to 

1 hope 
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* hope more fincerity. — You fee, ma- 
^ dam, two perfons together, whom 

* doubtlefs you wilh'd to keep feparatc, 
« while we had feparate interefts ; but we 

* have now agreed, and as we lately 

* join'd to perfecutc you with our ad- 

* drefles, now join in the refolution of 

* troubling you no more/ 

Leontine. * I have nothing to add, 

* madam, to what my friend has de- 

* livered, but to reftore this paper, which 

* can be of no ufe to me, and may be of 

* fome to you, as change but the name 

* the pifture may fuit fome happier 

* man. 

Rojfawjii * And I return thofe letters 
« you have from time to time favoured 
f me with/ ^ 

He ^therv laid down the packet, at the 
fame time Leontine did the verfes, upon a 
tabk* — Syrenia was all this while im- 
moveable as a ftatue, — fhe had found 
ifom their firft entrance that they had 
compared notes, — that fhe was expoicd, 
— her arts laid open, and her hopes irre- 
coverably loft with both ; -t- fain fhe 
would have fpoke but had not power; 
and all Ihe could utter at laft was, 

Syrenia. 
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Syrenia. / Mighty well j — fo then I 

* am to be infulted/ 

Rcjfano. * No, madam, your birth 

* arid beauty are your proteftion; and 

* had your mind been equal to either, 

* neither of us, I believe, would havp 

* broke his chain, or even wifti*d to re- 

* gain that liberty we now have fo much 

* caufe to triumph in.' 

Leontine. * Com6, fir, you fte the 

* lady is difconcerted, — let us leave her 

* to meditate on this adventure, it may) 

* be of fervice in fome future one/ 



<"L 



Rojfano. * With all my heart. — A 
good hufband to you, madam.* 

* 

Leontine. * I join in the fame.-lrtfti. 
« — Your fervant, madam.* ^ 

They departed with thefe^words, and 
I ftaid not long after them, — the fight 
of Syrenia*s delpair, how juflily foever flie • 
had brought it on berfelf, giving more 
pain than fatisfaftion. 

End of the Seventh BOOK. 
Vol. IV- I THE 
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^ G H A p. I. 

Contains a brief detail of fucb occur- 
rences as prefented themjehes to the 
j4uthor*s obfervation in an evening's 
Invifble ramble thro" feveral parts 
of this metropolis. 

IT has often been a matter of 
very great concern to me, and 
I believe muft be the fame to 
every thinking mind, to fee . 
how fome people are conti- ' 
nually hurried and bufied about mere 
trifles, of no manner of confequence to 
themfelves, or fcarce to any body elfe ; 
while all the duties of religion,— all the 
regard for the welfare of their mofl: par 
ticular friends,— all love of country, a/ 
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even the deareft intercfts o£ their own fa- 
milies, are totally neglefted. 

What judgment can we form of a per- 
fon of this^caft, but that he has a vacuum 
in his head ready to be fiUM up with the 
firft toy that prefents itfelf, and not being 
endow'd with a ftrength of reafon fuf- 
ficient to direft his choice, fufFers himfelf 
to be engrofs'd by fuch things as he finds 
makemoft noife in the world, not fuch 
as have mod relation to his own affairs, 
either as to fortune or reputation. 

Can there be a fight more farcical than 
for a man who, without any petition to 
prefer or fuit to folicit •, in fine, without 
any call or bufinefs whatfoever, is con- 
tinually cringing at the levee of a minifter 
of ftate, and when the compliments are 
paid and the circle is difmifs'd, runs thro* 
the whole round of his acquaintance, re- 
porting where he has been and what he 
has feen, fagacioufly remarking on every 
nod, wink, or fmile of the great man, 
and finding myftery even in the tye of 
his wig, or the loole or ftrait buttoning 
his coat ? 

Another, whofe affairs at home perhaps - 
are involved in the utmoft perplexities, 
(hall pafs the beft part of his time amonf^ 
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the jobbers in 'Change- Alley, — go from 
coffee-houfe to cofFee-houfe, — enquire 
of every broker he meets with the price 
of ftocks, in which he has no Ihare, or 
money to purchafc any, and be more fe- 
licitous in finding out the ufes to which 
the Sinking-Fund is appropriated than 
for the means of extricating himfeif out 
of his prefent difficulties. 

A third values himfeif much upon be- 
ing a great connoifleur in politics, — re- 
gifters all the public papers from year to 
year, pretends to reconcile alHhe contra- 
diftions they contain, and to djfcover 
fome latent meaning in every paragraph, 
and takes more pains to unriddle their 
imaginary aenigmas than a poor fervitor 
at the univerfity does to tranflate Perfeus 
for a rich ftudent who pays, and fathers 
the labour of his brain. 

Others have a tafte for building, — are 
extremely curious in ornamenting the 
ftruftures they caufe to be erefted with 
carvings, paintings, and fuch like fuper- 
ficial beauties ; but never once examine 
how the foundation is laid, or whether 
the pompous outworks may not be liable 
to fink very foon into a heap of rubbifh. 
— ; Some employ their whole cares on the 
breeding and well managing their horfes, 

hounds, 
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hounds, and game-cocks, leaving the 
education of their fons entirely unre- 
garded. 

^ Impoflible is it to enumerate the va- 
rious trifles with which too many, even 
among ^the higheft clafs of life, fufFer 
themfelves not only to be amufed, but 
wholly taken up ; — but I think, with- 
out any danger ,of being accufed of too 
much fe verity, one may juftly fay with 
Sbakefpear of fuch men, that 

• The earth has cubbies as the water hath, 

• And thcfe are fonie of them/ 

In a word, — Much adoe about 
Nothing, — is a play fo univerfally ad:- 
ed in this tdlwrt, that one can go to very 
few places without being witnefs of fome 
fcenes of it. 

As infignificant, however, as thefe 
people may feem by the defcription I 
have given of them, and as in effeft they 
really are, they are yet of more confe- 
quence to the public than is generally be- 
lieved, or than they themfelves, with all the 
ftock of vanity they are ufually poffefs'd 
of, are capable of imagining; — this, 
tho* it may be thought a paradox, will 
be eafy for me to make appear,— as thus : 
I 3 Thefe 
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Thefe uqjudging creatures, for I have 
already proved them to be fuch, are fre- 
quently made the tools by which evil and 
defigning men fafliion out their ends : — 
when thofe in power have any thing on 
foot, from which they find it neceffary to 
divert the attention of the nation, it is 
but throwing out fome whifper, though of 
ever fo abfurd and ridiculous a nature, 
among the people I am fpeaking of, and 
they will immediately ring it in the ears 
of the populace 'till it becomes the cry, 
and every argument that truth and reafoa 
can ailed ^e is deafened with the noife. 



o^ 



It was doubtlefs by this very means 
-chiefly that Oliver Cromwell and his 
fubrle agents accomplifh'd the dreadful 
work of murder and ufurpation ; and 
there have been fome inftances, of a yet 
more modern date, which have fhewn 
how far this fpirit of enthufiafni has been 
able to bring about the moft aftonifliing 
as well as moft pernicious events •, — events 
which all good men and faithful patriots ' 
have beheld with horror and deteftation, 
though unable to repel the impetuous 
torrent of a blind, bigotted, and miftaken 
zeal : — events which we are willing to 
flatter ourfelves will no more fpread dif- 

tradiou 
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traftion and devaftation through thefc 
kingdoms. 



'o" 



A late moft excellent poet feems, not- 
withftanding, to have had feme appre- 
henfions of this kind ; — in fpeaking on 
the topic of national calamities he fays 
very elegantly, though I hope not pro- 
phetically, 

• Who knows but we may fee again" 

• what once amaz*d we faw, . 

• When fome black time may come 

• when rage fhall grapple law, 

• And hulh pale juftice with domi- 

• nion's awe ?* 

An experience of many years, join'd 
with a diligent obfervation of the world, 
has convinced me, beyond all doubt, that 
thefe incohfiderates, without being fen* 
fiblc of the mifchief they do, have been, 
and daily are, the inftruments of propa- 
gating the mod infamous fcandals, grofs 
felfities, and bafe af^erfions on the great 
and good ; as alfo the molt ridiculous 
and idle ftories, invented and calculated 
by men of more thinking heads, to amufe 
and divert the attention of the public 
from what moft demands its regard. 

I 4 A gla- 
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A glaring infl-ance of this latter kind 
now takes up the town, — all mouths 
are full of it, — all ears are open to it ; 
— but it appears to me that there are 
few eyes clear enough to difcern the fecret 
ground-work of this mountain of abfur- 
dities, and on what motive it was ereftcd. 

I think it not my province, however^ 
nGr (hall prefumeto inform the judgmenp 
'of any one in this point, but flial] only re- 
late a pafjage 1 happened to be witnefs of, 
which every one is at liberty to defcant 
upon as he {hall rh.nk proper. 

Being one day on the other fide of the 
Royal-Exchange, where (bme bufincfs I 
had there being difpatch'd fooner than I 
expefted, it came into my head to call in 
at a certain celebrated coffee- houfe, which 
I had been told was frequented by a great 
number of the moft eminent and wealthy 
citizens; but as 1 had no acquaintance 
with them, and fomex)ther more fubftan- 
tial reafons for not appearing in propria ' 
perfona, I chofe to go in my Invifible 
capacity. . ' 

Purfuant to this refolution I ftepp'd 
into the firft obfcure alley I could find^ 
and there girded on my precious Belf^ 

whic' 



^e Invijibk Spy. i 77 

which, as well as my Tablets, I feldom 
went out without taking with me, and 
then hafted to the place 1 mentioned. 

I found the room very full of company, 
moft of whom were of that feft o\ dif- 
fcnters from the eftabJifli'd church which 
^e under the denomination of Prefbyte- 
rians ; — I would not liere be underftood 
to mean, any thing in ridicule of thofe 
gentlemen -, for I love and revere every 
mati of real ^virtae.^nd good fenfe, be he 
of what perfuafibnf foever. 

. How far the perfons I have juft now ' 
Qccafion to (peak of anfwer to either of 
iibefe chjpafters I will not pretend to fay, 
— let their own words teftify, -^ I IhaJl, 
according to the phrafe of the infpired 
writir^^ — fet a ^giiard upon my mouth 
diat I offend not with niy lips. — But to 
pisoceed, f < 

nrairee:ori^«>uyV'*^h(i> I aftscrwards per- 
fceiiediliwere-leaiKrtg4n«n among. the fanc-^ 
tified tribe, were engaged in a Very warm 
difpute with a gentlenian who endea- 
your'(<3, ' with a great' dfeal of fpirit, to €x- 
pofe the grofs abfurdities and fallhood of 
axaufe ^hey took upon them to maintain; 
and with ^a kind of magifterial air at- 
tempted to enforce the belief of in others. 
^ > I 5 The 
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The odds appeared to me at firft, I 
confefs, to be a little uogcnerous ; but I 
was the more ftrengthen'd in this opinion 
when I heard the manner in which they 
delivered their arguments, and that were 
urg'd in favour of one of the moft pre- 
pofterous and ridiculous complaints that 
ever engagM the attention of any inen of 
common fenfe : *-;- after faying this^ I 
think it is needleis to add^ it was the affair 
of Squires and Canhingrs-^ As I am ut- 
terly unacquainted with^ithe.ijiames either 
of thofe who defended the caufc of the 
latter, or of him who treated it Ivith 
contempt, 1 fhall diftinguifh the orie by 
that of Aflertorsi and the other, by that of 
Ppponent. 

The ccmvcrfaiiob wKicb pafsM on both 
fides, after I had gcJt i convfcnient place 
to poft myfelf, and had fpread my Tablets, 
I fhall give the public a taithful tranfcript 
of, as taken! : (r^m thofe j i*ie«ring . Ittfti- 
monies, and^as «vitke r^er^ will ^£uid 
underwritten, i / In ; -.^ 

■ ■■•!'' :.:'■ '. ' 
Firfi JJfertor. « I am furprif€;d, fir, 

* you ftiould rack f your brain for argu- 

* ments againft the caufe of helplef& in^* 

* nocence and virtue in diftrfefj^' 
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Second AJJertor. * 'Tis barbarous, *tis 

* cruel Where fhall we find an objeft 

* of compaflion if Betty Canning is not 

* one? — We know her, fir, — know 

* her to be pure and unpolluted.' 

l^hird AJJetor. « Ay, — She is of our 

* congregation, — has always been a dili- 

* gent frequenter of the meeting-houfe, 

* and fervent in her devotions/ 

Opponent. < So becaufe fhe is of your 

* congregation, it naturally follows (he 

* muft be chafte and pious ; — the lambs 
•^ of your flock never go aftray •, — but 

* I forbear to make any rcfleftion on this 

* fcore, and (hall only fay, I never fhall 

* give credit to a (lory fo full of[ incon- 

* fiftencies and imprebabilities. as this 

* which has been forged by her and her 

* accomplices/ 

Firft Ajferior. < Sir, there is no reafon- 

* ing againft faft ; (he has fworn to the 

* truth of it before a magillrate, and that 

* magiftrate has teftified his belief of it/ 

Opponent. « Yes, — the ftory (he told 

* was romantic,. — it fuited his tafte. • — 

* he thought it might be a proper fubjefft 

* to work up into a Farce or Pu^^^tXr^^^^ 
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* fo was willing to promote the credibi- 

* lity of it/ 

Firjl Affertor. * Mere fpite and fcandal.' 



Opponent. * Not at all ; and I doubt 
not but the impofition will be fully laid 
open by another m.agiftrate, fuperior in 
every degree to him who takes her 
part.* 

Firfl JJfertor. « Sir, it is prophane 

* and impious in him, or you or any 

* man, to efpoufe the caufe of a wicked 

* old hag, — a vagabond, — a gipfey, 

* fuch as Mary Squires 5 and a known 

* iriftrument of libidinous pleafures, fuch 

* as mother Wells.* 

Second Ajjertor. * Oh 'tis an abomina- 
' tion to all good men, and every word 

* in favour of thofe vile wretches fmells 

* rankly of the breath of the old ferpent*^ 

OpptmenL * Gentlemen, I have nothing 

* to alledge in defence of thefe creatures *, 

* but that however guilty they may haye 
« been, or continue to be, in other re- 

, « fpefts, they are entirely innocent in this 

* they arc now accufed of.* 
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Firji JJfertor. « No, no, — 'tis im* 

* poffiblc* 

Opponent. * Saying a thing does not 

* prove it to be fo -, — but give me leave 

* only to offer a few queries, in relation 

* to fome of the many inconfiftcncies in 

* the tale told by that idle wench, Betty 

* Canning-' 

Second AJfertor. « Do fo, — we ihaH 

* know how to anfwer them.' 

opponent. * Firft then-, — fuppofing her 

* to have beenrobb'd in the manner (he 

* pretends by two ruffians, — what could 

* induce fellows who live upon the fpoil, 
/ after having taken from her all they 

' found worth taking, to quit the purfuit 

* of other booty and lofe their time in 

* dragging her into the country, only ta 

* throw her into the houfe and then leave 
. * her there ; for (he does not accufe 
. * them of making any attempt upon her 

* chaftity V 

Firft AJfertor. < As to that, ~ it is 

/ highly probable they might be fee'd by 

^ mother Wells to bring the firlt young 

' woman they could meet with to her 

^ houfe, in order to be made a facrifice 

* to 
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« to her mercenary views, and the luft of 

* fome vile fellow.* 

Opponent. * Then they would certainly 
^ have chofe an objeft of a more tempt- 
« ing afpeft, or would have deferved 

* little for their pains ; — but let that 

* pafs. — If it were as you imagine, — 
« would afiy woman, who it is faid has 

* long been in praftice in the feducing 

* trade, have behaved towards the prey 

* brought into her clutches in" the fafhion 

< (he did to Betty Canning ? — Would 

* (he not rather have footh'd the frighted 

* maid, — revivM her drooping fpirits 

* with good eating and drinking, — pro- 
^ misM her fine cloaths, and then intro- 

* duced fome man to her, who might 

< have allured her to the fin flie aim'd to 
:« make her guilty of ^ — Surely the way 
r* to tempt her to be a proftitute was not 

* toJock her up alone in a wild dcfolate 

* room, without a bed to lie upon, or 

* any other retrelhment than a little 
.* bread ia4;id w4ter ; ^ — fuch ufage, one 

* muft think, was intended to mortify, 

• ' not excite a carnal inclination/ 

> 

Firji Affirtor. « Sir, I am grieved, -^ 

* greatly grieved in fpirit, to find you fo 

* ignorant of the force of virtue; — ! 

* tell you, fir, that the courage and re- 

* folution 
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* folution of this pious virgin ftrnck fuch 

* an awe into the minds of thofe profli- 

* gate wretches fhe was placed among, 
*, that they had n6t the power of putting 

* their wicked defigns in execution ; — i 
' Heaven, indeed, for a trial of her pa- 
tience, permitted them to diftrefs her 
hclplefs innocence, but not to deftroy 

* it.' 

Opponent. * Very extraordinary, truly. 

* — But pray, fir, why did this foffering 

* faint remain fo long under the roof of 

* fuch abandoned creatures, fince all ac- 

* counts agree that in three days, nay in 

* three hours after her confinerment, fhe 

* had the fame opportunity of making 

* iier efcape as at the time (he pretends to 
« cffcftit?' 

i " 
Second Aff'erior. * .Her eyes were not 
^* open to the mean^ of her deliverance 

* ^till that blefled moment -, • — it was or- 

* dained (he. (hoiild undergo the perfecu- 
,* tion (he 4id, in order to make htr 

' virtue more triumphant aver fin' arid 

* (hame.* 

Opponent. * Oh, gentlemen, — thdfe 
« arguments will never be fwallow'd any 
« whdrc but in-a conventicle.' 

: ' ' ' ' nird 
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^bird Affertor. • Sir, they will al- 
« ways have their due weight with every* 
* one but a reprobate.* 

Opponent. * How, fir!* 

The Opponent was fo much incens'd 

at thcfe words, that he ftarted from his 

feat and was about to reply with his fift, 

but fome of the more moderate part of 

the company interpofed, and prevented 

the mifchief that might otherwife have 

enfued : — by their perfuafions he fat 

down again, and the difpute would doubt- 

lefs have been renewed, it may be with 

greater vehemence than before, if a 

\ drawer from a neighbouring tavern had 

not luckily come and told him thattWo 

gentlemen, whofe names he mentioned, 

rdefir'd to fpeak with him ; on 'which he 

went away, perhaps to the great fiitisfac- 

. tion of the affertors of Betty Canning's 

-caufe, who, if he had (laid and continued 

'ihis queries, might probably havefceen'a 

1 little puzzkd:to find anfwers to them; * 

During the debate I have been repeat- 
ing every one in the room kept 4^ pro- 
found filence •, but afterwards the canvef- 
fation became general,.-^ feveral crth^r 
fwbjeds were ftarted by particular per- 

fons, 
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, fons, but they were not liften'd to, — 
the majority feem'd to have their heads 
fo full of Betty Canning that they could 
fcarce think or fpeak ot any thing befide : 

— 'tis frue, indeed, they did not all 
give credit to her ftory, yet the pofitive- 
nefs with which they heard it affirmed 
made the leaft credulous divided in their 
thoughts, and afraid to pafs a judgment 
either on the one or the other fide of the 
queftion. 

The reader will doubtlefs naturally 
fuppofe that it was impoITible for me to 
live in the world, and have any acquain- 
tance in ir, without having heard, long 
before I came to this place, much talk of 
Elizabeth Canning, — her pitiful dillrefs, 

— her miraculous prefervation and efcape, 
and all the other prodigies of that ama- 
zing ftory. 

•Tis true, indeed, I was a ftranger to 
no part of it ; — but then my converfa- 
tion being chiefly among the gay part of 
the town, I was not much furprifed that 
people who can find very little to employ 
^hcir thoughts (hould be fond of a tale 
which had fo much of the marvellous ia 
It ; — : as children, before they arrive at 
years capable of being inftrufted in more 
folid matters, liften with pleafure to their 

nurfes 
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nurfes ftories of giants, — fairies, and 
enchanted caftles, — as fuch I regarded 
all they faid, and thought no further of it. 

But when I heard grave citizens, — 
men of bufinefs, — of a fedate deportmeqt 
and good underftanding in other things, 
argue with ferious countenances on fuch 
a heap of wild abfurdities, I cannot fay 
whether my aftonilhment or indignation 
had moft dominion over my faculties ; 
but this I know, that both together de- 
ftroy'd all the little flock of patience I 
am matter of, and would not fuffer me 
to ftay any longer to liften to thofe in- 
fignificant debates which I found were 
likely to continue among this company. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 

Relates fome farther ^incidents of a 
pr'etty particular nature, which fell 
under the yiuthorU obfervation in the 
fame evening's Invijtble progreffion. 

THOSE turbulent emotions- whi A 
the fcene I had juft come from be- 
ing witnefs of had raised in me, l)eing 
fomewhat (Quieted by air and walking, 
I had the curiofity to call in at another 
great coffee- houfe, hoping I fllould find 
there fomething to give a turn to the pre* 
fent difpofition of my mind. 

But I found that the remains of my 
ill-humour were not to be fb foon difli- 
pated as I had im^ined. -^ Here was 
indeed a vaft deal of company, *— derks 
in public offices,.— lawyers, r— phyficians, 
•— tradefmen, and fome few divines, 
compofed the promifcuous aflcmbly ; but 
all were engaged on the fame dirty 
(draggle-tail fubjcdt, as one of our news- 
writers juftly terms it, the names of Betty 
Canning, the Gipfey, and nvother Wells, 
refounded from each quarter of the croud- 

cd 
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cd room, and the caufe then depending 
Jbctween thefe creatures made the wfeolc 
converfation at every table. 

Here I would not be at the trouble of 
opening my Tablets, cafily perceiving 
that nothing worthy of being recorded in 
them, or of communicating to the public, 
was likely to enfue ; and alfo that the 
fmalleft part of time I (hould wafte in this 
company would be paying too dear for 
j*iy difcourfes 1 fhould hear from them. 

Accordingly I left the houfe after 
.having ftaid there about feven minutes ; 
but had not reached the next ftreet be- 
fore a confufed noife behind obliged me 
to ftand up in the porch of a door 'till 
the hubbub was pafs'd by. 

The occafion of this uproar prefently 
appeared ; — it was a poor fellow carried 
on a bier, with very little figns of life in 
him, — his face cover'd with blood which 
jffued from his nofe and mouth, — his 
<:loaths torn that the naked flefti appdar'd 
in many places; but fo deform'd with 
bruifes that it could fcarce be known for 
what it was ; — a mix*d rabble of nien» 
women and children foUow'd, fhouting, 
hallooing, and crying, — it was good 

enough 
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enough for him, — and that they were 
glad he had got his reward. 

I was ftartled at fo much inhumanity, 
for I thought nothing could excufe fuch . 
cruel treatment, though I doubted not 
but the fellow had been guilty of fome 
atrocious crime ; -^ but I was foon unde- 
ceived in this point, and let into the 
whole affair. 

A tradefman who happened to be 
Handing at his Ihop door, juft oppofitc 
to the place where I had taken (helter, 
ftepp*d forward and alk'd what was the ^ 
niatter, — and by what accident the poor . 
riian on the bier was reduced to that con- 
dition he faw him in 5 — on. this feve- 
ra! of the mob gathered about him, and ^ 
anfwer'd his interrogatories in rhefe terms : 

Ftrft Mob, * Ah, fir, he is as arrant . 

* a rogue as ever you heard on in your 
*life/ . . 

Second Mob. * Aye, 'twere no matter . 

* if he had been kill'd outright.' 

Third Mob. * No, no, *tis much better 
« as it is, — I hope to make a holiday to 
« fee him hangM.* 

- Shop 
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Shopkeeper. ^ But what has he done ?' 

Fourth Moh. • Done, fir, you will 

* blefs yourfelf to hear it; -7- he faid that 
< poor Betty Canning was a perjured flut ; 

* — that all fhe had fworn to was lyes 5 — 
' and that (he defervM to be whipp'd at 

* the cart's tail, or pillory'd, or tranfport- 

* ed to the plantations ; — and a gr^at 

* dpal more.* 



Firjl Mob. * Nay, he was beginning 
to fay worfe things of her than all 
« this, if his mouth had not been 
ftopp'd/ 



c 
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Shopkeeper. < Then I fuppofe he has 

* been fighting?* 

Second Moh. * No hang him, — I 
« don't believe he has courage enough to 

* fight 5 but he would have run his game 

* on Betty Canning 'till now, for any 
« thing I know, if a brewer's fervant and 
« an honcft Haughtfer-man in Fore-ftreetj 
« and three or four neighbours of ours in 

* Norton-Falgate, had not all at once 
« fallen upon him and beat the words 

* down his throat,* 

Sbo^' 
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Shopkeeper. ' But was not fo many to 
« one odds at football ?* 

Third Mob. S There is no minding 
« fair play with fuch a rafcal ; — abufe 
« poor Betty Canning ; — why he de* 

* ferves to have his houfe puU'd down 

* about his ears.' 

Fgurtb Mob. * Aye, and fo it (hould, 
^ if it were not for his wife and five fmall 

* children.* 

The tradefman faid no more but turn'd 
back into his (hop, lifting up his hands 
and eyes in token of.amazement, and the 
rabble ran to rejoin their companions, 
who I could hear ftill continued infulting 
and vilifying the poor maim'd wretch, 
who was altogether unable to return any 
part of their abufe. 

This fhopkeeper appeared to me to be a 
more reafonable creature than moft of 
thofe I had lately been among ; and I 
Ihould have been glad to have haci fome 
difcourfe with him concerning this adven- 
ture ; — but that being imprafticable, as 
I had no opportunity at prelent of (baking 
off niy Invifibility, I was obliged to con- 
tent myfelf and proceed in my progreflion. 

I had 
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^ I had now no defign in my head, — 
no particular courfe to fteer ; but as I 
was entirely free from any engagement 
that evening, and thought it too foon to 
go home, I rambled from one ftreet to " 
another for a confidcrable time, yet with- ' 
out meeting any one thing fufficient to, 
tempt my curiofity to make a farther en- * 
quiry int^. 

- Any obferving reader may reafonably ' 
imagine, that the little fatisfaftion I had 
been able to reap in the vifits I had made 
at the two cofFee-houfes I had been already 
in, would have hindered me from going 
into another, and indeed I was of that 
opinion myfelf j — I foon found I was 
miftaken however, — and fo will he ; - — 
I really ventured into a third •, but the 
mptive which excited me to do fo was 
this : " ' . 

As I was paflSng by I perceived thro* 
the windows, for then the candles within 
were lighte^ up, fevcral gentlemen with 
news-papers .before them, on which they 
feem'd to be difcourfing with each other 
with a great deal of ferioufnefs and gra- 
vity : — as I have naturally an extreme 
paffion for knowing the affairs of the 
world, thofe of Europe efpecially, I 

thought 
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thought it highly eligible in me to hear 
what was faid upon them by perfons who 
had the appearance of fome underftanding 
in them. 

At the firft table I came to were fix 
or feven gentlemen, moft of whom were 
fome way or Other concerned in the Bri- 
ti(h Herring-fifhery ; but though they 
talk'd very learnedly on the fubjeft, it 
fuited not my tafte, fo (laid not long with 
them, but adjourn'd to the next -com- 
pany. 

Thefe were merchants, who I found 
were greatly difconccrted at an article 
they had been juft reading in relation to 
the ft rift engagements the French bad en- 
tered into with the Indians, and the daily 
inCurfions thofe mifcaird friends and 
allies made on the Englilh colonies; — 
but as I cannot pretend to any fkill in 
commerce, I did not fpread my Tablets 
to receive the impreffion of their dif- 
courfe •, fo can only fay in general, that 
they made very heavy complaints, and 
cry'd out, that if fpeedy care were not 
taken to put a flop to thofe proceedings, 
trade muft be ruin*d, and our fettlements 
in that part of the world utterly deftroy'd. 

Vol. IV. K The 
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The third table was fill'd with perlbns 
who feem'd to be of no avocation, nor at 
all intercfted in any branch of bufinefs or 
public affairs ; but talk'd of every thing 
they had been reading merely as things 
which afforded matter for converfation. 
— On my joining them, the magnani- , 
mity of the Pruffian monarch was the 
topic ; — they extoird his wifdom, his 
bravery, his temperance, his clemency, 
the encouragement he gave to merjt 
wherefoever he found- it, and all unani- 
moufly agreed that he was the father of 
his people, — a blefCng to the land he 
governed, — and a pattern to his fello.w 
rulers of the earth. 

The juft admiration I ever had of this 
truly great and moft amiable prince, — 
cxclufive of that regard due to him as fo 
near a relation to our gracious fovercign, 
would certainly have kept me at that 
table as long as the company had con- 
tinued fpeakipg on fo agreeable a fubjed, 
if I had not been hurried from it by a 
propenfity, I believe, more or lefs na- 
tural to all mankind, that of being moft 
eager to explore what is hid from us 
with moft care. 

I ob- 
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I obferved at a little tablr, which was 
placed at one corner of the room, a 
good diftance from the others, two elder- 
ly perfons, who feem'd very earneft in 
aifcourfe on fome important and fecrer 
affair 5 -— by the winks, the nods, and 
other Iignificant geftures which accom- 
panied the motion of their lips, I doubt- 
ed not but, that they were profound poli- 
ticians, and were difcufling fome extra- 
ordinary tranfai^on of the cabinet. 

Their heads were pretty clofe together, 
and they fpoke in fo low a voice as to 
render it impoffible to be heard by any 
one except by each other ; — ^ but this 
precaution had no efficacy when once my 
wonderful Tablets were difplay'd, which 
had this excellent property or receiving 
the impreflion of whatever was faid with- 
in the diftance of nine yards, tho* uttered 
in the moft loft whifpcr. 

On my drawing near to them they 
feem'd a little impatient for the coming 
of a perfon who they expefted, and who 
prefently after appeared -, — as foon as 
he had feated himfelf the following dia- 
logue enfued : 

K 2 . Firjt 
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\ Firft Man. « Oh, mr. Slycraft, I am 

* glad you arc come -, — we were be- 

* ginning to think you long,* 

Slycrafi. * I am fomewhat beyond ' 

* my hour, indeed 5 but I aflure you no 

* thing could have made me fo but the 
^ good of the caufe.* 

Second Man. • Your zeal and diligence 

* are not to be doubted ; — but let us hear 

* what fucccfs have your endeavours met 

* with.* 

Sljcrafi. * Truly not fo much as I 

* hoped i — I do not think there is a 

* more difficult thing in the world than 

* getting people to fubfcribe ; — I have 

* been half the town over and have been 
' able to procure no more than three/ 

firji Man. * Then I hope they arc 

* fat ones.* 

Slyer aft, * Pretty well, as times go ; 

* — Credulous Woodcock, Efq; has fet 
« his name for twenty guineas.* 

Fxr^ Man. * Very handfome ; — five 
< or fix hundred fuch as he would do the 

* bufinefs.* 

Slyer aft. 
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Slycrafi. « Aye, but where fhall we 

* find them ?* 

Second Man. * Well, but who are the- 

* others?* 

Slyer aft. * Why there is mr. Nathaniel 

* Vaingood, — twelve guineas.* 

Ftrji Man. « We muft take the will 

* for the deed 5 -^ he has not above fixty 

* or fcventy pounds a year to live upon.' 

Slycraft. * Then there is mr. Simon 

* Goofly, the haberdafher, — ten guineas, 

* but has promised to prevail on fome 
^ friends of his to let their names very 

* generoufly.* 

Second Man. * I dare fay he will do 

* all he can. — But have youfeen mrs. 
V Waver?* 

Slycraft. « Yes, but ftie ftill defires a 

* little more time to confider ; — fays, (he 

* will enquire farther into the affair, and 

* hear what her friends think of it -, and 

* all I could get from her was an afTu- 

* ranee, that if (lie found it proper to 

* fubfcribe at all (he would not fet her 

* nan^e for lefs than an hundred pieces.* 

K 3 ttifi , 
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Firft Man, • Then we may be pretty 

* certain of her •, for I know fhe will be 

* direfted by mr. Cantwell, the Noncon- 

* formift preacher, who labours all he 

* can to promote the caufe in queftion.* 

Second Mat?. * Have you yet found 

* an opportunity of talking with the 
•Orator?' 

Sljcraft. « I was with him above an 

* hour, and when I had once convinced 

* him that he fliould find his account in 
' it, he gave me his word and honour that 

* he would rant and roar *till his chapel 

* ccchot'S in favour of the party/ 

Fiji Man. * That is well ; — all 

* engines muft be fet to work, or the 

* town will grow cool on this bufinels, 

* and begin to renew their clamour againfl; 
« Naturalization of the Jews and Clandef- 

* tine Marriage. bills -, — the fpirit of the 

* people will have vent on fomething or 

* another, and you know it behoves us 

* to keep them filent on thofe fcores, — 
^ nothing ever did it more efFeftually than 
*^ this we are upon ; — but it muft be 

* kept up for a time : — I could wifh, 
' methinks, we had the Wcftleys on our 
' fide,' 

■ . Second 
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Second Man. * 'Tis a vain attempt, 
^ — they arc now grown too rich to ac- 

* cept of a fmall gratuity •, and I much 

* queftion whether their exhortations 

* would anfwer the expence/ 

Slycraft. * I am of your opinion : — 

* befides, you know there is a perfon who 

* can influence their congregations as 

* much as any thing they can hear from , 

* the pulpit. — But I will tell you what 

* I have done to-day, — ^ I have engaged 

* a clergyman of the ellablifh*d church 
•to write a pamphlet in behalf of the 

* caufe we have in hand.* 

Firft Man, • A clergyman of the 

* eftablifli'd church employ his pen in bc- 
« half of fuch a caufe ! — Prithee, Sly- 

* craft, how did'ft thou work upon him ? 

* — it muft certainly be by fome very ex!- 

* tracrdinary method.' 

Slycraft. ^ The promife of a fmall 
^ prefent at firft wrought upon his necef- 

* fities ; — but on my telling him who 

* and who were concerned in this bufi- 

* ncfs, and the motives which induced 

* them to be fo, the hopes of having the 

* pitiful Curacy be now enjoys exchanged 

K 4 * for 
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* for a good fat living, made him wholly 

* ours.* 

^ Firjl Man. * Admirable !' 

Second Man. * But may we depend 

* upon his fecrecy ?* 

SlycrafL ' Never doubt that, as his 

* own intereft is concerned. 

Firji Man. * Hitherto things go pretty 

* fwimmingly on our fide. — But let rac 
' fee the fubfcription book •, — I have re- 

* ceived five guineas to-day from mr. 

* Obadiah Prim, and muft infert his, 

* name/ 

•Till now I was at the greateft lofs, as 
'tis probable the reader will alfo be, to 
know what all this meant, or in whofe fa- 
vour or on what account the fubfcription 
they talked of was raised ; but on mr. 
Slyeraft*s delivering the book to his 
friend, I lookM over the Ihoulder of the 
latter as he open*d it, and faw in the 
firft leaf, by way of title page, thefe 
words wrote in a very fair hand : 
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A List of thofe worthy Perfons 

WHO 

Have fubfcribed to the relief 

ELIZABETH CANNING. 

The names underwritten in this legend 
were too numerous to be inferted, — I 
fliall therefore only fay, that the fum of 
what was rais'd ty their fubfcription 
amounted to. little lefs than a thoufand 
pounds } — Monttrous abufe of charity ! 
— Prepofterous benevolence ! which will 
hereafter refledt more (hame than honour 
on the beftowers. 

My aftonilhment was greater than I 
can exprefs \ but I had not then time to 
indulge it. — The book being returned 
to mr. Slycraft, he addrefsM his compa- 
nions in thefe terms : 

Slycraft. * You know, gentlemen, that 

* though it is highly neceffary a fum of 

* money (hould be raifed for this girl, to 

* prevent her fqueaking, as Virtue HalL 
« has done, yet the intent of thofe who fee 

* us to work was not to make her fortune, 

* but by the ftrangenefs of the ftory (he 

K 5 * tells 
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* tells to amufc the populace, and divert 

* their attention from thofc things which 

* they ought not to be too well acquaint- 

* ed with.* 

Firft Man. « Very true ; and I think 

* it anfwers the end.* 

Second Man. • Aye, and much better 

* than could be expefted.* 

Slycraft. * It has, indeed 5 but I have 

* been thinking of ways and means to 
' make it do fo yet more ; — foppofe we 

* advertife this fubfcription in the public 

* papers ; — I have drawn up femething 
' for that purpofe, which I fhould be 

/ glad to have your approbation off* 

Firft Man. * By aU means ; — pray 

* let us fee it.* 

Mr. Slycraft then took a fmall piece of 
paper out of his pocket and read thefe 
lines: 

Slycraft. ** Whereas many well-dif- ' 
•* pofed and compaffionate perfons, in ' 
" regard to the fevere diftrefles, cruel 
" ufage, wonderful prcfervation, and mi- 
♦' raculous efcape of that chafte maid 
** Elizabeth Canning, are inch'ned to 

•t con^ 
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<< contribute towards her future relief, 
** all fuch are defircd to fend what fums 
«' they fhall think fit to beftow to the 
«* following places:'* 

Slycraft. « We Ihall eafily find fhops 

* and coffee-houfes where the money may 
f be received, if any fhall be fent, as 

* doubtlefs there will by feveral perfons 

* who we have not an opportunity to ad- 

* drels. — But that is the leaft part of 

* the bufinefs -, — ^ thefe advertisements 

* will reach the country, — the people 

* there will be curious to know the ftory, 
« which they fhall be informed of by 

* ballads arid penny books fent down to 
^ them. — What do you think of it J* 

Firji Man. « As of the mofi excel- 

* lent flratagem I ever heard of in my 

* life/ 

Second Man. VTt is certainly a lucky 

* thought ; — the innocent country people 

* will be quite alarm'd, -— the young 

* men will talk of nothing but Betty 

* Canning to their fweethcarts, and the 
« old men think only to preferve their 

* daughters from the danger the efcaped ; 

* -i— all remembrance ot what has been 

* done by their fuperiors will be buried 

K*6 ^ in 
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* in oblivion, and eledtions may go how 
« they will/ 

SI) craft. « I wrote the advertifement 

* in a hurry, — juft as the thought ftarted 
« into my head, — I am fcnfiblc it will 

* admit of fome emendations. — Suppofe 

* we adjourn to a tavern, where we may 

* confult farther upon it with more pri- 

* vacy than here ?* 

Firjt Man. * With all my heart.' 

Second Man. * -And mine, as all our 

* expences on this occafion are fure to be 

* reimburfed.* 

Thefe brethren \n iniquity went out of 
the cofFee-houfc as the.laft repeated words 
were fpoken, and I had not the leaft in: 
clination to follow them, nor t(i hear 
what farther contrivances would be formed 
to impofe on the credulous, infatuated, 
deluded multitude : — indeed I was ft) 
thunder-ftruck at what I hz^d already been 
witnefs of, that 1 could fcarce forbear 
burfting into exclamations, which if ut; 
ter*d by an unfeen mouth muft needs 
have been very aftonifhing and terrifying 
to all who had heard them -, — I there- 
fore prudently withdrew, dedgning to 
attempt no future difcoveries that night. 

The 
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The mean artifices which I found fome 
men, mifcaird the great, make no fcruple 
of putting in praftice to gain their ends, 
fill'd me with an equal fhare of indigna- 
tion and contempt 5 but when I reflefted 
how I had juft now feen charity, the 
nobltift of ail virtues, perverted and pro- 
ftituted to reward infamy and vilenefs, it 
ftruck me with a horror which forced from 
me thefe or the like words : 

* Good God! faid I to myfelf, in an 

* age when numberlefs, namelcfs miftries 
« abound, — when all our prifons labour 

* with the weight of wretches confined 

* within their walls, many for fmall^debts 

* which their neccflities obliged them to 

* contraft, and fome by unjuft and ma- 
' licious piofecutions, •*— while every 

* parifti, nay almoft every ftrect, af- 

* fofds objefts of real diftrefs, s^ while 

* the remains of the mod antient and ho- 

' nourable families are reduced by the . 

* fatal South-Sea fcheme, and other more 

* latent public calamities, to the extream- 

* eft wantt ihall ail thefe, or any of thefe, 
« fend unavailing petitions to thofe from 

* whom they might expect redrefs, while 

* a girl fprung from the loweft dregs of 
*- the people, bred up to toil, a drudge, 
I one of the very meaneft clafs of fervants, 

* receive 
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* receive donations which flie as little 

* knows how to make a proper ufe of as 
« to deferve ! — a girl, who if* fhc had 

* really fuflfer'd all fhe pretends to have 

* done, would indeed have had a claim 
« to jufticc againft thofe who had wrong'd 

* her, but none to the bounties fo lavifh- 

* ly beftow'd upon her/ 

Thefe kind of meditations would 
doubtlefs have accompany'd me to my 
own door, if they had not been interrupt- 
ed, as well as my courfe towards home, 
by an unexpefted accident, which the. 
reader will find faithfully related in the. 
fucceeding chapter. 




CHAP. 
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C HA P. III. 

Though it appears to be no more than a 
continuation of the fame evening* $ 
ramble^ yet it prefents the reader 
with an adventure of much more im-- 
portance to the public than any con^ 
tained in the two lafi foregoing 
chapters. 

THE human heart is liable to many 
bad propeafities, which if not time- 
ly correfted by reafon fhoot forth into* 
praftice and become vices; — but of 
thefe there are two forts, — • the one born 
with us, and part of otir nature 5 — the 
other imbibed by the fatal prevalence of 
example, and rooted in us by cuftom, 
which is a fecond nature. 

Thofe born with us, as the indulging 
them is attended with fome plcauire, 
urge in their defence the unconquerable 
defire of gratifying the fenfcs: — the 
luftful man pleads the warmth of his 
conftitution, arid the ftrong allurements 
of beauty -, — the foul of the ambitious 
triumphs and exults on every degree of 

power 
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power he gains over his fellow-creatures \ 
— the mifer thinks himfeJf happy in 
counting over his bags, and being maftcr 
of a thing that wiH purchafe all things 
elfe ; — and the epicure feels no care, no 
forrow, while he is emptying the full- 
charg'd goblet, and pallating the de- 
licious viand. 

But what has the blafphemer, — the 
profane fwearer, or the gamefter to al- 
Icdge in his vindication ; — thefe are 
crimes in which nature has no part, — nor 
are the fenfes any way concerned in them, 
as they neither excite nor feel any fatisfac- 
tion in them ; — one might therefore be 
apt to imagine, that men thus guilty finnM 
merely fpr the fake of finning ; — but I 
will not allow myfelf to think that there 
are many fo impujdently daring, — a few 
diftinguifhM perfons will ferve to bring 
up a mode, — and every one knows that 
at prefent an indifcriminate imitation is 
the reigning folly of the Englilh nation. 

Thefe were refleftions wTiich occurred 
to me after I came home, as I was about 
to tranfcribe the remaining part of my 
evening's progrefs out of my precious 
Tablets : — I had fome farther thoughts 
on the occafion, but as they might feem 
more proper for the pulpit than to be iiv- 

fertcd 
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ferted in a work of this nature, I ftiall 
add no more, but proceed to the narra- 
tive of that adventure which gave rife 
to them. 

As I was pairing in my way home, 
thro' a ftreet of no very good repute, two 
perfons from a little narrow alley bolted 
haftily upon me, to the no fmall danger 
of my Invifibilitylhip, if an agility not 
very common with me had not that in- 
ftant enabled me to give a fudden fpring, 
by wi>ich I avoided the rufh I muft other- . 
wife have received. 

They went on before me ; — the niglit 
was extremely dark,— neither moon nor > 
ftars to affifl: the vifual ray 5 but by the 
help of fome candles burning in a (hop 
not yet (hut up, I diftinguilh'd that the 
onq was very richly drefs'd, and had 
much the appearance of a man of falhion \ 
and that the other was a fellow I had 
often feen on many occafions, and whofe 
charadter I was perfeftly acquainted with. 

Scarce is there a greater villain to be 
found in low-life j — I fay in low-life, 
becaufe Ihould any perfons in authority, 
or dignified with titles, which heaven 
forbid, ever appear in this nation, to 
deferve fuch black denominations, their 

crimes 
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crimes would, like their ranks^ be di- 
ftinguifli'd, and fuperior to thofe. which 
the reft of mankind have the power to put 
in pra£tice, and though placed in an orb 
too high to be reached by the juft ven- 
geance of their opprefs'd fellow-creatures, 
would doubtlefs incur what mr. Addilbn 
makes Cato prophetically fay in relation 
to Julius Caelar, on his endeavouring to 
fubvert the old Roman conftitution, and 
become abfolute and perpetual Didtator ; 

• Sure there arc bolts in the right hand 

* of Jove, 

• Red with uncommon wrath to blaft the 

* Man 

• Who owes his greatnefs to his country's 
'< ruin.* 

But to ireturn to my little knave. — . 
The wretch is now call'd mr. Makeplea, 
-^ he was f ormeriy fervant to a lawyer 
whom I employed in feyeral affairs I had 
the misfortune to be engaged in ; — living 
with that gentleman a confiderable time 
he pick*d up fome Icraps of law, — and 
all the terms and phrafes of that abftrufe 
fcience by rote, — knew how to take out 
a writ, fet * an officer to work, fill up a 
bail-bond, and procure evidences in a 
dubious caufe. — With this fund he had 
the impudence, after his matter's death, 

to 
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to pretend he had been bis clerk, got 
himfelf enter'd as an attorney, and has 
ever fince praftis'd as fuch. 

His fole bufinefs, however, as may be ^ 
eafily fuppofed, has always been among 
the very meaneft fort of people, fomen- 
ting litigious quarrels, and then making . 
them up, after having drainM the purfes 
on both fides : — tallymen and lUurers,^ 
either to get in their weekly payments or 
to juftify their extorions, and harlots to 
revenge themfelves by law on thofe who 
caird their honefty in queftion, were the 
chief of his clients, — and the beft of 
^ thofe with whom he is accuftom'd to con- 
verfe, the ^reateft part of his acquain- 
tance being bailiffs and their followers, 

I could not therefore avoid being very 
much amaz'd on feeing him in the com- 
pany I now did; but my wonder foon 
ceas'd on hearing, as I was dofe at their 
heels, the following difcourfc between 
them : 

Makeplea. * It is very lucky, mr. 

* Coaxum, that I happen*d to be at home 

* when you came ; — there are fome of 

* the profefTion who would have fcrupled 

* to undertake this bufrnefs j — but for, 

m 
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* my part, I am always ready to venture 

* every thing to ferve my friends.* 

Coaxum. * My dear Makeplea, you 

* never loft any thing, nor ever fhall, by 

* our fraternity •, — I know there are 

* fome who will fneak their heads out of 

* the collar and leave their lawyer in the 

* lurch/ 

Makeplea. • Aye faith, I narrowly 

* efcaped the pillory once -, — a vile dog^ 

* who, after 1 had procured him three 

* evidences, pretended a panic in his 

* confcience, threw up his caufe, and 

* fufFer'd himfclf to be nonfuited.* 

Coaxum. * You know we fcorn fuch 

* doings J — and I can tell you this will 

* be a pretty good job to you •, — we 
« drained the fool's pocket of above an 

* hundred pieces before we plaid upon 

* credit, fo that there is enough in bank 

* to make you a handfome prefent for 

* your trouble.* 

Makeplea. * Well, but concerning 
« this reverfion, — I hope he has loft 

* enough to give an air of juftice ; — that 

* is, a quai^tum fufficii for the making 

* over his eftate alter the deceafc of his 
y father?* 

Coaxum. 
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Coaxum. * Upwards of a thoufand 
« pounds, — befides a gold watch and a 
« fine diamond ring, which he feems to fet 
•a high value upon, — the two laft Count 

* Cogdy has agreed to fell him again 
« at a great price •, •— fo that altogether 
« the fum will amount to a fufficient pur- 
^ chafe of the reverfion of an eftate of 

* four hundred a year, — efpecially as 
« the prefent poffeflbr is not above fifty 

* jrears of age, and may live a long time. 

* — Befides, we hear the young fellow is 

* going to be married to a woman bf 

* fortune, — fo that the deeds may be 
« made redeemable ; — we do not regard 

* his dirty acres, — the ready rhino is 

* what we want, and he may pay the 
' money out of his wife's fortune, and be 

* clear of us again.* 

Makeplea. * Oh, then it will be a 

* mortgage rather than a fale. — Who 
are with him ?' 



c 



Coaxum. * Only Count Cogdy, Jack 
« Hazard; and Tom Wheadle.* 



< 



MakepUa. « They cannot be witnefles, 
as I fuppofe they are parties concern'd/ 

Coaxum. 
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CoaM/m. i We are equal iharers in 
« the booty i but the money was loft 
« wholly to the Count. — However, 
^ there will be no want of witness, -^ 

* the landlord of the houfe and his fbn. 
f will fet their hands.* 

Thefe words brought them to a door, 
which being open'd at the firil knock, 
by one of the moft iil-look'd fellows that 
ever difgraced human nature, they went 
through a long dark narrow pafTage into 
a back parlour, where I accompany'd 
them, and was witnefs of a fcene ibme- 
what like what I remember to have feen 
fome years ago in a play of mrs. Cent- 
livre*s, cill'd the Gamefter. — Count 
Cogdy, as he was call'd, lat leaning his 
arm upon a table in a carelefs pofture ^ 
— . Jack Hazard was walking backwards 
and forwards in the room humming an 
old tune s — a gentleman, whofe name I 
had' not yet heard, had thrown himfdf 
acrofs tif^o chairs with all the tokens of 
defpair about him ; — Tom Wheadle 
ftood near him, and as we came in was 
endeavouring to give him fome confola- 
tion, in thefe terms : 

Tom JFkeadle. * Prithee, dear Cleri- 

* mont, do not be thus difconcerted, — 

« I have 
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^ I have loft as much as you twenty 

* times over, and have as often recovered 

* it again, — thefe things will happen to 

* gentlemen that play ; — fortune, indeed, 

* has been againft you to-night, but may 

* not always be fo, — one lucky hit at 

* another time may bring all back.* 

Clerimont niade no anfwer, nor feemM 
to regard what he faid, *till hearing the 
name of Makeplea, and Count Cogdy 
beginning to inftruft him in the bufmefs 
he was to do, that unfortunate gentleman 
.ftarted up at o|ice from the poliiijre he 
had been in, and ftaring fomewhat wildly 
in the face of Makeplea, cry*d to him,; 

Clerimont. * Are you the fiend who is 

* to convey my foul, that is, my eftate, 
^ into the regions (^ eternal darknefs, 

* whence it can never, — never more 

* return!* 

Makeplea. ^ What do you mean, fir !* 

Cinmt CQgdj. * The gentleman is only 
^ a little out of humour. — Faith, mr. 
^ Clerimont, you do not do well to be* 
^ have in this fafhion ; — you have loft 

* fome money, indeed, — but you have 

* loft it fairly ; — I never take an ad- 

* vantage 
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^ vantage of any man, and (hall be ready 

* to give you your revenge at any time/ 

Jack Hazard. * Aye, I will fay that 
^ for the Count, that he fcorns a mean 

* thing/ 

Count Cogdy. * I believe there is not 

* a more unlucky fellow at play in the 

* world than myfelf, though I have hap- 

* penM to win to-night; — yet, as I 

* faid before, I am ready to give mr. 

* Clerimont an opportunity of retrieving 
« all he has loft w;henevcr he pleafes : — 
« for my part, I would ftake all I am 

* worth againft a pair of ftioe- buckles, 

* rather than any gentleman ftiould think 

* I imposM upon him.* 

Ccaxum. * No, no, — you arc above 
« any fuch thing.* 

Jack Hazard, « We all kpow that.*^ 

Makeplea. * Come, co.me, gentlemen, 
« — this is doing nothing, — afl lofs of 

* time, and every moment or mine is 

* precious ; — there are two noblemen 

* now waiting for me at the Garter tavern •, 

* — pray proceed to the bufinefs ; — let 

* me know how the deeds I have brought 

* with me are to be fiird up.* 

Count 
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. Count Cogd)\ * I will tell you immediate- 

* ly ; — but firft I muft do juftice to this 

* gentleman. — Here, fir, are the watch 

* and ring you ftak'd, the value of which, 

* you know, is added to the other fums. 

Clerimont put the one in his pocket 
and the other on his finger with a deep 
figh; and the Count went on repeating 
to Makeplea the fubftance of what he 
was to write : — the latter, at the end of 
every article, demanded of Clerimont 
whether he agreed to it ; — to which he 
fuUenly replyM, 

Clerimont. ' I do ; — I fee no other 

* remedy/ 

The lawyer having difpatch'd his part, 
Clerimont was defir'd to execute, — - that 
is, to fign and feal ; — he did both, but 
with fuch a trembling hand and vifible 
diftraftions of mind that my heart bled 
for him. — In delivering the writings to 
the Count ||^e faid, 1 

Clerimont. ^ There, fir, — I fuppofc 
< this is all that is required of me, — and 
' I may now depart ?* 

Vol. IV. L Count 
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Count Cogdy. * No, no, — we tnuft 

* have a bottie and a bird together, to 

* ftiew we are ftill good friends.* 

Jack Hazard. * Aye, and each of us 
< a wench too •, — I know where there is 

* a covey of as young, pretty, phimp 

* partridges as any in Covent-Garden.* 

Clerimont. ' Rot yoiir bottle and your 

* bird and your wenches; — I have done 
« with them, and you, and the whole 

* world for ever/ 

In fpeaking thefe words he fnatch*d up 
his fword and hat and was about to go 
out of the room ; but they all laid hold 
of him, crying at the fame time,| 

Count Cogdy. * Nay, Clerimont, you 
^ muft not leave us in this humour ; — 

* upon my foul no man wiflics you better 

* than myfelf/ 

Tom Wheadle. * We »e all your 

* friends, — your very good friends.* 

Jack Hazard, f Dear Clerimont, be 
t pcrfuaded/ 

Ccaxum 
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Coa:fum. « Faith we muft not lofc 
« you fb/ 

He made not the leaft anfwer to all 
this, nor fecoiM in the leaft afFefted with 
their pretended kindnefs ; but broke from 
them and ran diredly out of the houfe. 
-^ As for me, I had as little inclination as 
himfclf to ftay in the company of fuch 
blood-fuckers ; indeed, having never feen 
him before I was curious to know fome- 
what more of him, and alfo how he would 
behave when alone, and at liberty to ru- 
minate on the misfortune he had plunged 
himfelf into, — fo foUow'd his fteps with 
all the fpeed I could. 

It was not very difficult to keep pace 
with him ; for tho* he gainM ground of 
rne at firft, he foon halted and gave me. 
an opportunity of coming up with him, 

— Never did man traverfe the ftreets with 
more diforderM motions, — crofling the 
way an hundred times, I believe, within 
the fpace of half a quarter of a mile, 
without having the leaft occafion to do fo: 

— fometimes he would run as if in pur- 
fuit of fomebody, and fometimes ftand 
quite ftill and motionlefs as a (tatue ; and 
it was well that the darknefs of the night 
befriended him, otherwife whoever had 

L 2 met 



120 The lm)ij%ble S p v. 

met him would doubtlefs have taken him 
to be mad. 

In this fafhion he went part of the 
Strand, and turned down one of thofc 
ftreets leading to the water fide; — he 
ftoppM about the middle of it at a door, 
and had his hand upon the knocker, but 
a fudden thought coming that inftant into 
hrs head, he left it without making the 
fignal for admittance, and walk'd flowly 
to the end of the ftreet, where leaning on 
a little wall that overlooks the river, he 
remained for fome minutes in the moft 
thoughtful and contemplative attitude; 
•— then faid to himfelf, 

CUrimont. * How profound ! — how 

* folemn is thi^ filent ic^nt^ f — inviting 

* to a certain reft from mifery and ftiamc J 
« — Here, within the bofom of this 

* friendly element, may all my follies and 

* misfortunes be hid for ever from the 

* talking world!* 

I fearM nothing lefs would enfue, than 
that I fhould fee ' him prefently attempt 
to do as his words had hinted; — I 
therefore drew as near to him as I could, j 
in order to prevent fo fad an effeft of his 
defpair. — Here I cannot help remark- 
ing what I have often reflefted upon 

fince ; 



\ 



The Invi^&le Sfy. 221 

fince •, — that if the thing had happen'd 
as I expe(5led, and Clerimont had found 
hi'mfelf fnatch'd from his fate by an Invi- 
sible hand, he would doubtlefs have ima- 
gined his prefervation owing to the inter- 
pofition of fome Supernatural Being, and 
reported it as a miracle. 

But how ha would have afted on fuch an 
odd occafioii is uncertain ; for after a paufe, 
and dilburthening himfelf of fome few 
fighs, he ftarted from the pofture he had 
been in, and cry'd, 

Clerimont. * No, — it miift not be ; 

• — I. have fome bufinels ftill tor lite, — 
' revenge on the curft cheat, the villain 

* that has undone me. — Love too, de- 

• mands fomething from nie ; — • but by 

• what means I (hall repay that mighty 
« debt I know not. — Oh Charlotte ! — 

* Charlotte ! on how loft a wretch haft 

* thou beftow*d thy heart!' 

Thefe words were utter*d with a groan 
which feem'd to cleave his breaft, and 
were the laft I heard from him at that 
time : — he turned back, and went haftily 
to the houfe where he had firft ftopp'd, 
the door was open*d 9n his knocking, 
and too fuddenly (hut again for me 
to have entered with him if 1 had intend- 
L 3 ^^ 
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cd to do fo i but the variety of accidents 
prefented to me in this evening's ranrible 
had already fufficiently fill'd my head, 
and made me glad to retire to my re- 
pofe.. 

CHAP. IV. 

Relates fome p^Jages which, if the 
Jluthor is not very much miftaken in 
bis cofjjeStureSy uill draw Jighs of 
companion from many a tender heart 

cf both f exes. 

TH B next morning, in running over 
in my mind the detail of the tranf- 
aflions of the evening before, the vexa- 
tion 1 had received on the fcore of Betty 
Canning very much ffbfided, and I 
1 )ok'd upon the whole thing as below a 
furious confideration •, — I could not helpi 
indeed, retaining fome concern that the 
people of England fhould be fo infatuated 
as to fuffer their thoughts to be led aftray 
and alienated from affairs of the grcateft 
copfequence by fuch an idle ftory ; but 
as I doubted not but that the impofition 
Ihe had been guilty of would be deteft- 
cd, though her abettors might perhaps 

Hnd 
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find means to fcreen her perfon from the 
punifliment, I became more eafy, and 
refolved to banifh as much as poffible all 
remembrance of it. 

But my ideas were widely different in 
regard to poor Clerimont ; — as much a 
ftranger as he was to me I was convinced, 
by what I had feen and heard, that as he 
had no (lock of ready money to prevent 
the mortgage he had made of his rever- 
fion, fo I was equally aflured, by his 
dcfoair, that he had no vifible means of 
rainng a fum fufficient to redeem it. — 
His calling on the name of Charlotte 
with fo much vehemence made me aHo 
not doubt but that he had fome tender 
attachment, which he fear'd would be 
broke through by what he had done. 

Though I know no vice for which I 
have a more real Contempt than the love 
of gaming, yet the age of this gentleman, 
which could not exceed above two or 
three and twenty, feem'd to me a very 
moving plea in his behalf, and the graces 
of his meio and afpeft fo much interefted 
me in his favour, that I lefs blamed his 
inadvertency than compaffionated the mif- 
fortune it had brought him into. 

L 4 In 
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In fine, — his pcrfon and His fufFerings 
had made a very ftrong impreffion on 
me; — he was the firft obje6t of my 
waking thoughts, and my impatience to 
be better acquainted with his circum- 
ftances obliged me to leave my bed fome 
hours before the time in which I was ac- 
cuftomed to do fo -, — I rcfe in a hurry, 
— tranfcribed what I have been relating,' 
and got the dialogues expunged from my 
Tablets by the pure fingers of my little ^ 
Virgin, — then hafted to the houfe where ' 
I had ieen Clerimont enter the night be- 
fore, and which, by the help of fome 
Jamps in the ftreet, 1 had' taken fufficient 
notice of to be able to know again. 

The door was luckily open when Icamc 
to it ; — a fervant-maid, who feem'd to 
hare more inclination to hold a goffip's 
tale than to do the bufmefs fhe wa^ hired 
for, flood leaning with both her hands 
upon her mop, very earnefl in difcourfe 
with one of her own occupation in the 
neighbourhood ; — a few words ferv'd to 
convince me that thefe wenches were def- 
canting on the affairs of the families they 
lived in, which, as I was not at prefent 
in a humour to pry into, Iflaid not to 
hear what was faid^ but went direftly into 

the 



\ 
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the houfe, and up flairs, fuppofing Cle- 
rimont might be lodged in the firft floor. 

I was not deceived, — I found him 
writing at his buroe in the dining-room, 
— • a letter lay by him direfted ta Count 
Cogdy ; — this was folded and ready for 
fealing, fo it was not in my power to exa- 
mine the contents -, but his peri, on my 
entrance, was employed on another, which, 
looking over his fhoulder, I law was 
dilated in the following terms : 

To mifs Charlotte ♦♦****. 

** My only dear, and for ever 
** dear Charlotte, 

" A Thoufand heart-rending fighs, — ^ 
** -*^ a thoufand pangs, more terrible , 
** than any death can inflift, accompany 
** every fyllable of this diftrafted epiftle ! 
** — I forefee the anguifti it will give ^ 
" you, and feel all the weight of yours 
•« added to my own. — Oh, Charlotte I 
•' I muft fee you no more I -r- that love 
*', fo long cemented by the utmoft proofs 
•*^ of mutual tendernefs, and fo near be- 
•* ing fulfilled in a happy union, mufl: ^ 
•* be now broke off at once, — diffolved 
•* for ever! — I have renounced aif 
". claim to every future good, and juftly 
'•' incurr'd t'le fate that now attends me ! 
L5 *^— a 
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" a few fhort hours will inform you, that 
" I either do not exift at at all, or exift 
*• only to be a vagrant ! — a wretched 
•* exile front father, country, friends,^ 
*^ and you more dear than all ! 

** In fine, — my Charlotte, fuch is 
•* the fad neceffity to which I have rc- 
** duced myfclf, as compels me to do a 
^* thing which nature moft abhors 5 — I 
** go this very morning either to kill or 
** to be kiird, — which of thefe two fhall 
*' happen is in the hand of heaven'; — 
•* — each equally tears me from every 
•• earthly comfort. — I chofe to acquaint 
*• you previoufly with this accident, to 
** the end you may be the lefs furprifed 
«* when you /hall hear it from the mouth, 
«* of others. — I can fay no more. — Fare- 
•* wel, thou loVelieft, bcft, and deareft 
•* of thy fex. — Hate not the memory of 

•* The undone 

*' Clerimont. 

*• P. S. As J have rendered myfelf un- 
*• worthy of preferving ahy marks of 
** your affedion, I return the ring with 
" which you bleft my finger in our hap- 
•* pier days. — Accepj once more my 
«V iaft adieu 5 -— may endlefs bleflings 

** wait 
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<« wait you, fuperior, if poflible, to my 

<* W0C5." 

This unhappy gentleman diffembled 
not in the lines he wrote, — his hfeart 
now laboured with agonies greater than 
could be exprefs'd with words, and Ihew'd 
themfelves in every look and gefture. 

After having carefully inclofed the 
ring, and put both that and the . letter 
under a cover, he orderM a chairman to 
be caird, and delivering to him both 
thefe difpatches, and telling him where 
they were to be carried, he proceeded to 
give fome farther inftrudions : 

Clerimant. * This^ to mifs Charlotte, 

• you are to leave with her fervant, with 

• orders to give it to her lady when (he 

• is ftirring : — this to Count Cogdy re- 

• quires an immediate anfwer, which yon 

• muft wait for.' 

The fellow, having aflured him that he 
would be punftual in obeying his com- 
mands, went on his errand, and Cleri- 
mont continued walking backwards and 
forwards in the room with a motion ex- 
tremely difcompofed, — then threw himfelf 
down on a fettee, and prefently feem'd 
buried, as it were, in a profound refvery. 
L 6 I am 
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I am pretty certain it was a full half- 
hour before he exchanged this fix*d and 
death- like pofition for one in a quite con- 
trary extreme •, — his looks and gefturcs 
now, methought, had fomewhat like 
frantic in them ; — he beat his head 
againft the wainfcoat, — ftamp'd, — and 
ever and anon burft into the moft vehe- 
ment exclamations, — fome of which are 
thefe : 

Clerimont. * How unhappy a crea- 
*.ture is man ! — the very reafon we arc 

* fo proud of makes us miferable ! — the 

* brutes, equally void of paffions as of 

* forrow, neither feel torments here nor 

* dread a future helJ ! — What will poor 
« Charlotte fay on reading of my letter ! 

* — How will my father fupport the 
« ftory of my fate when it (hall reach his 

* ears! — Wretch! wretch that I am, 
« .— born to be a curfe to all who love 

The return of the chairman brought 
him a little to his fenfes, and he demand- 
ed haftily whether he had got an anfwer 
from Count Cogdy •, — ta which the man 
reply *d, 
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Chairman. * No, fir ; — I went there 
« firft, but the people of the houfe told 

* me he was not ftirring, nor they bc- 

* lieved would be for a great while, fo I 

* went on to madam Charlotte's, and left 

* the letter with her maid, as your ho- 

* nour bid me ; buc I had not got above 

* half the ftreet before her footboy ran 

* after me and faid his4ady would fpeak 

* to me, on which I .^nt back with him.* 

Clerimont. * Charlotte already up^ — • 

* that's ftrange. — What did ftic fay to 
« you ?* 

Chairman. * Sir, flie only aflc'd where 

* the gentleman was that fent the letter 

* by me, and whether you were alone ; 
< — I told her yoi; were at home, and 
« that there was no body with^you that I 

* faw, — (he faid it was very well, and I 

* came away, went again to the Count's, 

* and waited there 'till his own man told 

* me that his matter had not been in bed 

* above two hours, and he was fure would 

* not rife 'till twelve or one o'Clock at 

* fooneft ; faid I might leave the letter, 

* and come about that time for an anfwer; 

* — now as I did not know whether that 
« would be proper, I thought beft to 
^ bring it back.' • . 

Clerimont^ 
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CUrimont. * You did well 5 — I Ihall 

* fee him myfclf.* 

On this the Chairman laid down the 
letter on the tabk, and finding Cleri- 
mont had no farther commands for him 
withdrew. — Clerimont then fell into a 
fecond paufe, but it laftfd not long, and 
he cry'd out, 

Clerimont. * Yes, — I will go, — and 
< perhaps *tis better that he did not fee 

* my billet ; — he might have found 

* fome way to evade the challenge I fent 

* him ; but I fhall now furprize and force 

* him to accept it.* 

While he was fpeaking he fteppM to 
the clofet and brought out a pair of 
pocket piftols, with fome ammunition to" 
load them with ; — he was juft beginning 
to perform that work when the maid of 
the houfe came up and told him a lady 
defir*d to fpeak with him. — Clerimont 
turned haftily about, but before he had 
time to fpeak his fair gueft was in the 
room. — Charlotte, for it was fhe her- 
felf, was very lovely, though extremely 
diforder'd both in her drefs and looks. — 
On finding how Clerimont was employ'd* 
(he thus accolled him : 

Cbarlotie. 
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CbarlotU. * Oh, Clerimont ! — Clc- 

< rimont ! — what means that cruel letter 

* you juft now fent me ! — Wherefore 

* thefe dreadful ^.preparations ! — tell me, 

* — this inftant tell me, or I (hall die 

< with apprehenfion !* 

Clerimont. * Ah, Charlotte ! never 'till 

* now unwelcome to my fight, — why 
« in this fatal moment dofl: thou fet be^ 

* fore me that angelic form, which ferves 

* but to remind me mare of the heaven 
« I have loft !' 

Charlotte. « Shock not my fotrl with 

* this defpair, yet cruelly conceal from 

* me the caufe ! — I have a ri^ht to be 

* made the partner of your griefe as well 

* as joys ; — fpeak then, I conjure you, 
•• — let me know all !* 

Clerimont. * I cannot f* 

Charlotte. * You love me not if you 

* hide ought from me ! — the worft of 

* evils could not give me half the pain 

* as this uncertainty ! — Clear then th^ 

* tempeft on your brow, — compofe your 

* mind, — remove thofe murderous in- 

* ftruments from my fight, and, — Ha ! 
« — what*s here !* 

In 
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In pointing towards the piftols fhe faw 
the leiter direfted to Count Cogdy, which 
(he haftily fnatch'd up, arid went on, 
faying, 

Charlotte, * A letter to that infamous 

* villain Count Cogdy ! — ah, then I 

* guefs what has happened, — fome 

* curfed gaming quarrel! — Clerimont, 

* I muft read this letter.* 

Clerimont. * You may, — it' will in 

* part reveal what my tongue has not 

* the power to utter.' 

Ever fin:^e my coming into the room I 
had been extremely impatient to lee the 
contents of this billet, — fo while the 
lady, with a trembling hand, was break- 
ing open the feal, T QippM behind her, 
and read, at the fame timp fhe did, thefc 
lines : 

To Count Cogdy. 

« S I R, 

*' T Remember that in the midft of my 
•» A confufion laft night you ofFer'd to 
** give me my revenge whenever I Ihould 
«* demand it, which I now do, and cx- 
** peft you will meet me within an hour in 

" the 
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" the long, field behind the bafon in 
** Mary-le-bon, arrn'd with fword and 
'« piftol \ for it is not with cards or dice 
*^ we now muft try our fkill : — you 
" have left me nothing but my life to 
*« lofe, and I am impatient *till I ftake it 
'*^ againft yours; — come without a 
** fecond, for I know no gentleman 
*' \yhom I would demean fo far as to 
"engage him with any of your infamous 
" aflbciates : — if you refufe to comply 
" with this fummons, which does you 
** too much honour, you may depend 
'* that the firft time I fee you, in what. 
'* place foever it be, I (hall make you an 
" example to all fcoundrels, cheats, and 
•' cowards. — So .^no-more at prefent 
" from ^ / 

** Clerimont. 

" P. S. Send your anfwer by the 
•• bearer.*' 

Charlotte. * Then you would fight ! 

* would hazard a life fo precious to me, 

• only in revenge for being defrauded of 

• a paultry fum 1 — Pray how 'much 

* have you loft ?' 



CUrtmoni. « My all.' 
Charlotte. • Be more explicit/ 



He 



234 ^^ Jnvifible S p r. 

He then related to her all the par-' 
ticulars of his misfortune, which, as the 
reader is already acquainted with, would 
be needlefs to repeat. — When he had 
given over fpeaking, Charlotte, with the 
greateft ferenity and fwectnefs, faid to 
him, 

. Charlotte. * And is this all that has 

* difconcertcd you in fo terrible a man- 
« ncr ?* 

V 

Clerimont. * What means my Char- 

* lotte ! — Am 1 not a beggar, — irrc- 

* coverably a beggar V 

Charlotte. * How can that be, — when 

* you fay the writings will be returned to 
« you on payment of a thoufand pounds ? 

* and am not I in pofleffion of eight times 

* that fum, which, with myfelf, you arc 

* fhortly to be mailer of?' 

Clerimont. * Plunder my Charlotte ! 
< — no, forbid it honour^ jufticc, love I 
« .— firft let me perilh !* 



c 



Charlotte. ♦ Be not fo rafli; — you 
muft, — • you (hall accept it»* 

CUrimmt. 
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Clerimont. * Charmihg generous crea- 

* ture ! — ' could I abufe fuch goodnefs, 

* I were a villain, meaner, viler far than 

* he that has undone me ! 

Charlotte. * Indeed I will not be de- 

* nied j and if you perfift in this obfti- 
« nacy, will go myfelf in perfon, pay the 

* money and redeem the obligation/ 

Clerimont. ' Oh fpeak not ! -r- think 

* not of fuch a thing, unlefs you wi(h to 

* fee me turn againft myfelf one of thofe 
f weapons I intended for my adverfary 1* 

Cb&rlotte. * Hold, Clerimont, — for- 

* bear to fright me thus! — Juft as you 

* fpokc a fudden thought ftarted into my 

* head as if there were a way to rid you 
< of this incumbrance without any ex- 
« pence either to yourfelf or me.* 



c 



Clerimont. * How! — by what mi- 
racle ! 



Charlotte. « The projeft is not yet 

* quite fafliion'd in my brain ; — but 

* you muft come with me to my lodg- 

* ings, for I dare not truft you with 
^ yourfelf 5 — as we go perhaps I may 

* be 
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* be able to bring . my fchetne to more 

* perfeftion.* 

Ckrimont. < Oh, Charlotte, thy foft- 
' nefs quite unmans me I* 

Charlotte. * No *tis your own defpair 

* unmansi you 5 — let me prevail on you 

* to give only fome refpitc to thefc hor- 

* rible ideas.* 

CUrimofit. * Well, you muft be obeyed, 

* — I will defer the execution of my 

* intentions *till another day/ 



Charlotte. That's kind/ , 

Charlotte feem'd tran/ported at having 
won thus far upon him, and a coach be- 
ing caH'd they both went into it ; >— I 
liften'd to the diredtions given where to 
drive, and eager to know what turn this 
affair would take, followed on foot as faft 
as I was able. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

May po0ly become the fubjeB of fame 
future Comedy^ as there is nothing in 
the Jiory that can be objeSled to by 
the Licence^Office. 

AMONG all the indefatigable enqui- 
ries I had fo long been making after 
things intended to be kept fecret, never 
had my curiofity met with a greater dif- 
appointment than it did at the time I am 
fpeaking of ; — I arriv'd at the houfe where 
Charlotte lodg'd the very monient that 
the coach which brought that lady and 
her lover thither w^s difcharg'd and dri- 
ving off, and had the mortification to fee 
the door (hut when I was not at the dif- 
tance of above ten paces from it. 

Every prefent minute however flattering 
me with the hopes that the fucceeding ones 
would be more fuccefsful, I waited, tho* 
I cannot fay with much patience, the whole 
jtiipe for the fpace of about two hours, 
no one having any occafion, I fuppofe, 
either to go out or in ; — at lafl: a friend- 
ly baker knock'd at the dopr, which be- 
ing opened, I topk the opportunity to 
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flip in while he deliver'd a loaf of bread 
to the fcrvant of the houfe. 

I went up flairs, and found the per- 
fons I fought for in the diniiig-room \ — 
but here, alas, I was a fecond time dif- 
appointed, — the grand confultation be- 
tween them was oyer before my entrance, 
and what I heard after I came in could 
not make me able to form any judgment 
of the fubjeft they had been upon ; — I 
could only know that fomething of great 
moment had been concluded, as the 
reader will eafily perceive by the follow- 
ing (hort diafogue : 

Charlotte. * You cannot imagine how 
^ much you have obliged me by this 

* ready conceflkm 5 — but I will not 
< detain you left the villain fhould be 

* gone out. — R^emember to fix the ap- 
« pointmcnt at feven, or between feven 

* and eight this evening. 

CUrimont. * Yes, yes/ 

CbarbUe. « By that time I fhall be 
« able to get every thing in order, — and 
.< you will fee I fhall play my part as well 
« as the befl aftriefs of them all, — do 
« you only take care that no unguarded 
* look or word gives the Count any 

* room 
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^ room to fufpeft you arc lefs ia good 

* humour than you pretend to be.* 

ClermnnL * Fear not, — I fliall be 

* cautious not to fpoil fo good a plot by 

* my ill performance.' 

Cbarktte. • If it fucceeds, as I have 

* not the leaft doubt but it will, the 

* ftory will be a fubjeft of mirth for us 

* as lafting as our lives.* 

Clerimont. * And as lafting a fubjeft 

< for my admiration *of the wit and con- 

< trivance of my dear, dear Charlotte/ 

Charlotte. « Well, well, — defer your 

* encomiums till a more feafonable oppor- 

* tMnity J ! long, methinks, to have 

* this bufinefs over, and it is high time 
^ for you to begin to fet the firft wheel 
' of our .machine in mcKion.* 

Clerimont. * t am going. — Adieu, 

* my love.* 

. He accompanied thefc words with a 
very tender and paffionatc falute, then 
left the room •, — tho' I eafily perceived 
that Charlotte had fomewhat of great im- 
portance to tranfaft in this affair, yet as 

I could 
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I could not be in two places at once, I 
chofe to follow Clerimont. 

He went direftly to the Lodgings ot 
Count Cogciy, and on alking if he were at 
home was ihew*d into a handfome par- 
lour, where, after waiting about ^ minute 
and a half, the Count's fervant came to 
him, and faid his matter had not been long 
out of bed, and was not quite drefs'd, 
' but defir*d he would walk up ; — which 
he did, with his Invifible attendant clofe 
behind him. 

The Count no fooner faw him enter 
than he ran to embrace him with a 
French complaifance, faying at the fame 
time. 

Count Cogdy. « Dear Clerimont, I am 

* glad to fee you.* 

Clerimont. * My dear Count, a lucky 

* morning to you. — • J behavM fome- 

* what odly laft night, and could not ^• 

* eafy 'till 1 came and afk'd your pardon.' 

Count Cegdy. * Oh, fir, you have it, 
« you have it ; — I thought no mpre of 

* it J — I know 'tis natural for a gentle- 
< man to be a little out ©f humour at firft 
^ lofing his money.* 

Clerimont. 
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Clerimont. ^ But I was leis lexcufable 
, than you imagine; — for to confefs 
^ the truth, I had in Bank-bills upwards 

* of two thoufand pounds lying in my 

* buroe at home, — fo was under na 

* neceffity either of playing upon tick 

* or of troubling a lawyer to mprtgagc 

* the reverfion of my eftate.* 

Count Cogdy, * Is it pofliblc ! — Arc 
^ you in earneft !* - 

Clerimonf. • .To convince you I anj fo 
« you fhall have thejteftimony of your 

* own ey»s; -— fee here, Count, —and 

* here/ 

In fpeaking this he took out^of hid 
pocket-book feveral bills to the jaihou/it 
of the fum he had mentioned •, — the 
Count ftrctch'd his eyes broad opep, »— . 
looked at the bills,'— feemM much furr 
prifed, and faid, , 

< Count Co^dy. « Thefe are^Bank-fcills^^ 
« indeed!' 

Clerimont. « Ayc» — I can turn them 

* into ready fpecie at any banker's in 
^ town.* 

Vol. IV. M - Count 
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Count C$gdy. • WcU, I cannot help 
< wondering how a^ man who had two 

* thouland pounds by him could fufRr 

* himfelf to be difconcerted at the lofs of 
^ one/ "^ 

Clerimont. * Hang it, — it was not 

* the lofe of the money that vex'd me; 
« — but I had got the hyppo, and that 
« damn*d hyppo makes one afiVont one's 
f beft friends. 

Count Cogdy. * So then I fuppofc you 

* will redeem your mortgage ?* 

Clerimont. * Time enough for that. 
« — But now I think on it, you ofFcj:*d 
« me my revenge, and Til e'en try my 
« chance once more.* 

Count Cogdy. ^ As how ?' 

CUrimont. * Why ftake one of thefe 

* thoufands againft my mortgage ; — ^ fq 
f either win the horfe or lofe th^ faddlq.* 

Count Cogdy. « With all my heart,.— r 
^ whenever you pleafe. 

Chrimont. • Let it be to-night then,* 

Count 
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Cmnt Cogdy. Agreed. — Will you 

* ftay and dine with me ?* 

Clermont. * I am engaged with a, 

* young fellow juft come to town, and 

* to the pofleffion of a great eftate ; but. 
** I will meet you at night and bring hin\ 

* with me if I can.' 

Count Cogdy. * Do ; — I (hall be 

* glad of his acquaintance.* 

Clerimont. * We knew one another in 

* the country, he will go any where with 
« me. — But hark* ye. Count, I don't like 

* that houfe we were in lafl: night, — 

* every thing in it, metbink$, has the 
*^ face of meanefs, poverty, and ill-luck % 
« — my young fpark is vaftiy nice, and 

* will be apt to turn up his nofe at it ; — . 

* can't you think of a more agreeable 
< place?* 

Count Cogdjf. f I know of feveral 5 — . 

* the only reafon that makes me chufe to 

* go thither fo often is becaufe I think it 

* the mod fafe; — this curfcd ad of 

* parliament has laid fuch reftriftion on 

* us who love play, that it is notr every 

* where we d^re venture to indulge our- 
« fcvcs in that diverfion.* 

* - M 2 . Clcnmmi; 
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Clerimont. * What objedion have you 

* to Mixum's, in ***** ftreet?' 

Count Cogdy. * *Tis a good houfc, and 
« excellent accommodation. — But don't 

* you know that it was fearch'd three or 

* four nights ago by a whole poffc of 

* conftables?' 

Clertfn<mt. • Yes, r- but they^found 

* nothing of what they came to look for, 
« — therefore the more fecure at prefent, 

* as they will fcarce come again in hafte.' 

Count Cogdy. Well then we will meet 

* there if you plcafc. — At what hour V 

^ Clerimont. * Stytrij or a little after, 
*' — if it fuits you.* 

Count Cogdy. * Extremely well; — 

* then we fhall have the whole evening 

* before us.* 

He was about to take his leave, and 
had rofe up for that purpofe, when Tom 
Wheadle, Jack Hazard and Coaxum came 
all together into the room ; — they 
feem*d a little furpriz'd at feeing him 
there, but lalytcd him with their ufual 
familiarity. 

Jack 
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Jack Hazard. « Hah ! — dear Cleri- 

* mont, good morning to you/ 

Tom TVheadlt. * Now you look like 

* yourfelf again ; — you were quite an- 

* other man laft night.' 

Co^um. « Aye faith, — you muft 

* cxjj|R to be well roaftcd.* 

Cleritnont. * I know I deferve it j but 
^ you muft defer your farcafms *till night ; 

* for I am in great hafte at prcfent, — 

* fo, gentlemen, your fervant,* 

He was going out of the room with 
thefe words; but juft as he came to the 
door he turn'd back and faid to Count 
Cogdy, 
/ 

Clermont. • Be fure. Count, not to 
« forget to bring the writings with you.* 

Count Cogdy. • No, no, — they have 

* never been out of my pocket fince you 

* delivered them to me laft night.' 

There pafs'd no more between them, 

— Clerimont went haftily down ftairs, 

and I gladly would have followM him, 

but Jack Hazard and Tom Wheadle 

M 3 happened. 
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happcnM to Hand between the door and 
the corner where I had unluckily poftcd 
myfclf, fo that it was impolTibte for me 
to remove my quarters without running 
a very great rifque of being felt either by 
the one or the other. 

During the fhort time I was compeird 
to ftay I heard the following converfation, 
'which I would not trouble m]|^kaders 
with the repetition of, but to fhewwhat 
jnonfters cF mankind tbefe degenerate 
wretches arc who get their livelihood by 
^gaming. 

Co ax urn . * What does he mean by 

* writings ? — fure he is not going to 
!' redeem his mortgage !* 

Count Cogdy. « No-, but he is going 

* to fend a thoufand, or *tis likely two 

* thoufand pounds after it. — We have 

* made an appointment to play agai/i to- 



night/ 



Jack Hazard. * What upon tick ?' 

Tom tVbeadle. « Phoo, — that is do- 
* ing of nothing, — the fool has nojmorc 
^ cftates in reverfion to make over/ 

Count 
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Count Cogdy. * You cannot imagine 
me fo weak ^s to lofe my time with a 
fellow that has no money nor efFefts ;— • " 
no, no, lalwtiys go upon good grounds. 
-—I tell you he has two thoofand pounds 
in Bank-bills, — he fhewM them to me.* 

Jgck Hazard. * How did he come 
bjpiem?V 

Count Cogdy. < 'Tis no matter to us 
how he came by them t we are fure 
' of making them ours before wc fleep.* 

^om Wbeadle. ♦ They muft certainly 
^ be bills his father has intruftcd him 
^ with, to buy dock either for himfelf 
^ or fome of his friends in the country ; 
^ — • the young fellow will hang himfelf 

* to-morrow, when he rcflefts on what 

* he has done.* 

Jack Hazard. * Let him hang him- 
« felf when wc have got all he has to 
' lofe/ 

Count Cogdy. « Aye, aye, — 'tis beft 

* for him and us too that he (hould put 

* himfelf out of the way. — But I can 

* tell you better news than this, —he 

* brings a rich young heir with him^ otva 



248 The ImnfibU Spy. 

• that knows nothing of the world, — a 

• mere fap, — a greenhorn ; — there 

• will be fleecing, my boys !' 

Juft as the Count had done fpeaking 
fome little noife in the ftreet made them 
all run to the windows, by which means 
I got the fo-much wi(h*d for opportunity 
of efcaping from my confinement. 

When I found myfelf at liberty I be- 
gan to confider not only on what I had 
fcen and heard, but alfo tn what I had 
not feen ror heard •, — I was ftill as much 
in the dark as ever as to Charlotte's con- ' 
trivancc, and could not keep myfelf from 
i retting at the many difappointments I 
had met with on that account j — I was 
doom'd, however, to receive yet one more. 

Though I doubted not but when the 
gamefters met the whole would be laid 
open to me, yet the time feem*d too te- 
dious for my impatience, — ■ I wanted to 
know the bufinefs of the plot before I 
faw it a£led, and fet myfelf to think on 
the moft probable means to accomplilh 
my defigns, — accordingly I went to the 
lodgings of Charlotte, hoping to firtd 
Clerimont there, and difcover fomething 
farther by the difcourfe they would have 
together 5 but to my great mortification 

per* 
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perceived the rooms quite empty, except- 
ing a little lap-dog lying on a cufliion 
before the fire. 

I had now no other refource than to 
go home to dinner, which I did, and 
after having got my Tablets made ready 
to receive a new impreflion, diverted my- 
felf in the beft manner I could *till the 
hour arriv'd which enabled me to explore 
v^h^t at prefent appeared fo myfterious 
t:o me, 

CHAP. VI. 

ff^ill put a final period to thefufpence 
of my readers^ in relation to Cleri-^ 
mont and Charlotte. 

AS precious a thing as time is, and as 
much as I always knew the real 
v<alue of it, the hours, methought, moved 
Oowly on 'till the clock ftruck fevcn, and 
bold me that I might now hope for the 
Full eclaircifement of an adventure I had 
already taken fo much fruitlefs pains to 
explore. 

Pretty fccure^ however, that I (hould 

act lofc my labour any more on this oc- 

M 5 cafion. 
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cafion, I went with great glee arid jollity 
of mind to the houfe of mr. Mixutn^ — 
Count Cogdy and his threeAflbciates eame 
prefently after, and were lhew*d into the 
beft room, where I accompanied thcfti. 

— On their calling for wine Mixum came 
up with it-himfelf to pay his compli- 
ments^ as not having fecn them for a con- 
fiderable time, and there enfued feme 
difcourfe concerning the fearch-warrant 
that had been granted againft the houfe, 

— the manner in which thole perfons 
who were there had made their efcape 
from the officers, and fuch like aflfairs, 
which not being at all material to my 
purpofe I not regarded, nor Ipread my 
Tablets to receive. 

. Within about half an hour Clerimont 
and hi? young friend appeared ; — the [ 
firft fight of the latter extremely ftru(i 
me, — I thought I had fomewhere feen 
that face, but when or where, or on what 
occafion, 1 could not prefently recoiled, 
and it was feme minutes^ before I knew 
this feeming beau for a real belle i — 
in fine, that it was no other than Char- 
lotte herfelf .* — fhe was, indeed, fo art- 
fully difguifed in all points, that a per- 
fon much better acquainted with her fea- 
tures mi^t have been deceived ; — her 
cheeks, which had naturally no moire red 

in 
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in them th^n was neceflary to preferve 
,her compiexion from the charafter of a 
dead paknefs, were now, by the help of 
Carmine or Portugal pafte, of a high 
ruddy cdour ; — her eye-brows, which 
\ferc of a fine light brown, were now 
black as Jet 5 and that fweet and modeft 
. air, &} bedottiing in the amiable Char- 
lotte, converted into one all bold and 
rakilh. 

Clerimoiit, with a well-diffembled gaiety 
. in hi^ vdicc' and countenance, prefented 
her to the conipany, telling them he had 
taken the liberty to introduce a friend, 
whofe converfation he doubted not but 
would be agreeable to them. — They re- 
ceived her wffli the greateft politcnefs 
and good breeding ; — for I muft here ob- 
. ferve, that thb* thefe men, either thro' the 
calamities of the times or their own mif- 
nianagemcnt and. ill copduft, were re- 
duced to the wretched courfe they now 
- took for fobfiftence, they had all or them ' 
been endow*d with a liberal education, and 
knew how to behave like perfons of real 
honour and falhion whenever they found 
it fuitable to their interefl: to do io. 

The. glafe went round t^o or three 
times while they talk'd only on ordinary 
luattersj but our fair Amazon, being 
M 6 • • impa*^ 
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impatient, I fuppofe, to put the finifliing 
ftroke to the ftratagem fhe had form'd, 
darted up on a fudden, and faidy 

Charlotte. * Well hut, gentlemen, how 
« are we to pafs the evening, — I hope 

• in fomewhat more agreeable than mere 

* chit-chat ? — Clerimont talk'd of play, 
« and I fee you haye impkmcjits ready. 

Count Cogiy. * Sir, we amufe our- 
« felves that way fometimes, — and if 

* you chufe it Ihall be ready to oblige you. 

Charlotte. * Oh by all means \ — I 

• love play extravagantly, — the mufic 

♦ of a dice-box is to me beyond all 

* Handel's operas and oratorios 5 —.here 

• is more real harmony than in the fpheits 

• dicmfelves, andl could dance eternally 

* to the found.' 

In fpeaking thefe laft words^lhc fnatch'd 
up a dice-box, and began to rattle it 
with all her force ;— then fung this catch: 

* Away with dull caresj 

* That bring on grey hairs, 

* Let them fleet with the day, 

• And wine, women, and play, 

* With jovial delights, - » / 

* Engrofs all our nights.* 

While 
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While the ftranger appeared thus un- 
attentive to every thing. Jack Hazard, 
who fat next t6 Coaxum, whifper'd to 
him, . 

Jack Hazara. * This is a fine fprightly 

* fpark ; but I fancy we fhall make him 
^ grow fomewhat more grave before we 

* have done with him.* 

Coaxum. • I wonder what could in- 
« duce Clerimont to bring him, after 

* having loft fo much among us.* 

Jack Hazard. « Oh, take it for a 
f rule, •— when a man begins to find him* 

* felf undone, he is willing to bring all his 

* acquaintance into the fame condition.' 

They had time for no more, — Char- 
lotte addreffing herfelf to them all in ge- 
neral, faid, 

Cbarhtii. *-Come, gentlemen, — which 
« of you will engage me, — I have fohie 

* loofe pieces in my 'pocket, >^hich lam 

* ready to throw away, if chance fliould 
*.fo determine?' 

Jack Hazard^ * Then, fir, I am your 
« man, if you think fit j — for I know 

* the 
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« the Count has made an agreement to 
« play with Clerimont on a very par- 

* licular occafibn.* 

Charlotte. * Then, fir, I will content 
« myfelf a while with being a by-ftander/ 

Jack Hazard. * You need not, fir, 
< — you fee here are more tables than 

* one/ 

Charlotte. « Aye ; but I chufe to bet 
' on my friend's fide/ *. 

Jack Hazard. * Nay, as you pleafc 
« for that 5 — we fliall any of us be rcidy 

* to take you up.* 

The Count and Clerirtiont being now 
in an attttude to play, and the writings 
laid down on the one fide and a thoufand 
pound Bank-bill pfi, the other, Charlt)tte 
cry 'd out, 

Cbarlgtte. • What! — pap6r againft 

* parchment! — thefe are the oddcft 
« ftakes I ever faw^ . - — Yours, Cleri- 

* mont, I think, is a thoufand pounds ? 

Count Cogdy. * I affure, you, fir, that 
.• mincis the full equivalent.' 

Charlotte. 
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Charlotte. • I believe fo ; — but be- 

* fore you begin y6u muft give me leave 
« to fpcak a word or two.* 

Count Cogdy. « As many as you pleafe, 

* fir/ 

Charlotte. ^ It is only this : — you 

* muft lofe. Count/ 

Count Cogdy. « Muft lofe, fir P 

Charlotte. * Aye, fir, muft lofe.' 

Count Cogdy. * That, fir. Will happen 
^ as fortune fhall decree.* 

. Charlotte. * Sir, I ftand in the place of 
' fortune, and tell you that you muft 

* lofe thofc writings to Clerimont.* 

Jack Hazard. * What means all this!' 

Count Cogdy. * 1 do not underftand 

* you, fir/ 

Charlotte. * I will fpeak plainer ;— 

* your falfe dice will be of no fervice to 

* you at this time ; — you muft willingly 

* return to Clerimont that deed of re- 

* verfion, which you drew him in to fign 

' at 
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* as a fccurity for money you had bafcly 

• cheated him of ; — I fay willingly, — 
•. for if you do not I am come prepared 

• with means to force you to it.* 

Count Cogdy. * Sir, I fcorn both your 

* words and threats ; — I never cheated 

* any man, nor will part with what 

* chance has bcftowM upon me/ 

Jack Hazard. * 'Sdeath, — fliall we 

• be buUied by fuch a prig !* 

Charlotte. * None of your big words, 
< •*— I have that will filence you ; — fee 

• here ; — the copy of a warrant from 

* Juftice Ferrit, to apprehend and bring 

• before him the bodies of George Van 
« Heiimock,^ alias Count Cogdy, ^^ 

• John Hazard, — Thomas Wheadle, ~ 

* and William Coaxum ; — the original 
,* of this is in the hands of perfons who, 

• on the leaft ftamp of my foot, will 

* come up and put it in execution.* 

The gamefters now look'd on each 
other with all the marks of confternation ; 
but before they had time to make any 
reply to what Charlcrtte had faid, Mixum, 
all pale and trembling, came running 
into the room, and faid, 
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Mixiim. * Oh, gentlemen-, — .we are 

* all undone 1 — three or four conftables . 
' are at the door, — one of my drawers 

* faw them as he went out to carry a pint 

* of wine to a neighbour's houfe ; and 

* there is a young man bielow too, who I 

* dare fay is a fpy, for he does not flay 

* in the room, but walks backwards and 

* forwards in the entry, and looks at 
' every body as they pais by ; — fo that 
*' there is no cfcaping cither one way or 

* other.* 

Charlotte. « He tells you truth; •— 
^ the pcrlbn he fpeaks of is planted there 

* by me, and on my giving the fignal 

* will call in his mirmidons ; — fo that 

* you have nothing for it but to deliver 

* the writings quietly to Clerimont ; — if 

* you do this I will inftantly go down 

* and fend away the officers, under pre- 

* tence that the information was wrongs 
^ and that qo gamefters are here/ 

Count Cogdy. Confufion ! — What is 

* to be done ? 

Jack Hazard. « 'Sdeath, Count ! — 
< do not part with the writings ! — we'll 

* fight our way through them I' 

Charlotte. 
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. Charlotte. * Nay then I give the 

* fignal/ 

She advanced towards the door with 
thefe words ; but Mixum threw himfelf 
between, and with the moft pky- moving 
gefture faid» 

Mixum. * Hold, fir, I befeech you ! 
« — . confider I never offended you ! — 
f do not ruin me and my houfe for ever !* 

CJerimont. « Oh, you will be provided 
/ with lodgings in Bridewell, "and fafe no 
« worfe than thefe worthy gentkmeft 

* here, your cuftomers, 

Couni Cogdy. « Well, I did not think 

* mr. Clcrimont would have turn'd in- 
> former/ 

Ckrimpnt. * Nor did I think I had 

* affociated myfelf with common fliarpers, 
« cheats and villains, *till laft night con- 

* vinced me of it/ 

Charlotte, * Thefe altercations are only 
« lofs of tinae, —the officers will be im- 

* patient •, — fpeak. Count, •— • refolve ftt 

* once ; — Shall I difmifs, or call them 

* to the excrcife of their funftion. 

Count 



c 
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Count Cogdy.' « Hell and the devil ! — 
What fay you, gentlemen ?* 

Tom Wbeadle. * F/en give up the 
writings, and the devil go with them. 

Coaxum. * Aye, aye, give them up. 

Jack Hazard. * Since there is no re- 
medy I give my vote. 

Count Cogdy. * Nothing vexes me fo 
much as to be thus outwitted, guird, 
trick*d^ — There, mr. Clerimont, take 
back your mortgage ; — but I muft tell 
you, fir, that you have not adted like 
a gentleman/ 

Qerimont. • I threw off the gentle* 
man when I condefcended ta play in 
fuch company ; — a gamefter is the 
lowed: and moil inf aoious of all cha- 
rafters ; nay the moft dangerous too ; 
worfe even than a highway robber, — 
he takes but part, — you plunder, with- 
out remorfe, the whole fortune of him 
whom you decoy into your fnares ; *— 
' nor can there be any cxcufe from your 
neceffities, while we have fo numerous 
a fleet and (landing army, which are 

* conti- 
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* continually wanting recruits, and re- 

* fufc none who have health and vigour.' 

Count Cogdy. * Sir, you have got what 

* ydu wanted, — fo pray keep your re- 

* monftrances to yourfcli? 



Charlotte. Aye, aye, — advice is loft 
« on fuch harden'd profligates. — Come, 

• let us go. 

CkrimonL I attend you.' . 

Neither Clerimont nor his fair cham- 
pion faid any more, but went direftly out 
of the room ; — a volley of cyrfes from 
the mouths of all thefe mifcreants purfued 
their fteps. — I had no inclination to ftay 
where I was > but juft as I pafsM the door / 
I heard Jack Hazard, who was the tnbft 
violent of the four, fay to his companions. 

Jack Hazard. * It is that faucy pert 

* young Coxcomb that has fpirited up 

• Clerimont to do all this -, but if ever I 

• meet him in a convenient place , TU 

* pink him, — 1*11 make a loop-hole in 

* his flefli big enough to let out twenty 
< fuch puny fouls.* 

I could not forbear laughing within 
myfelf at this menace, which, though it 

(hew'd 
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IhewM the villainous difpofition of the 
wretch who fpoke it, I knew was impof- 
fible ever to reach the perfon it was 
levell'd againft. 

The amiable and witty Charlotte keipt 
her promife, and on her coming down 
flairs gave orders to the youn^ man who 
waited her commands to fend away the 
conftables, — after which fhe toolc coach 
with her lover, attended with as many 
bleffings and good wiflies from Mixum 
as (he had been loaded with curfes from 
thofe above. 

As • I coiald expe6t no more from this 
adventure than the retributions of Cleri* 
mpnt to his beloved Charlotte for the 
happy deliverance (he had given him from 
dcftru£tion, and which I could eafily con* 
ceive without hearing, I returned to my 
own apartment, in order to get my Ta- 
blets made ready for the acquifition of 
fome new difcovery. 

I muft not however, take leave of thcfc 
lovers without letting the public know 
that a marriage between them, which had 
fome time before been agreed upon, is 
now confummated, and that Clerimont, 
fincerely touched with the danger he has 
cfcaped, has made a, firm refolucion never 
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It was at her houfe I firft faw mr. 
Wary, a gentleman of an ancient family,- 
an affluent fortune, and an extreme good 
chariadter ; but has a certain peculiarity 
of humour which deprives him of fome 
part of that refpeft he could not fail 
otherwife of attrafting from as many as 
know him. 

Whether it be owing to an over diffi- 
dence of himfelf, or of others, it is hard to 
determine ; that it feems to me that ther.Q 
is a mixture of both in his compofition ; 
For he gpes not about the moft minute 
and infignificant affair in life, even to the 
buying a fuit of cloaths, without confult- 
ing the whole round of his. acquaintance, 
never depending on his own judgment, 
or on the opinion of any one friend what- 
foever •, but conftantly adhering to this 
maxim : — ^ that in a hiultitudc of coun- 
fdlors there is wifdom; 

His age at tWs time does not exceed 
forty, he h^ been a widower upwards of 
twelve years, yet never had the courage 
to venture on a fecorjd marriage, becaulc 
he could find no woman whom every 
body approved of : — he is the father of 
one fon, a very promifing youth, now 
about thirteen, of whom he is extremely 
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tender, and fo very careful of his educa- 
tion that he would never trufl: him at any 
public fchool, and has him ihftrudledji 
nome in every thing he thinks neceffary. 
he fhould learn ; but it fi:equently hap-^ 
pens that a great deal of time, is loft in 
providing tutors who feem to him every 
way qualified for the truft to be repofed 
in them. 

There was nothing in the charafter of 
this gentleman that excited my curiofity 
to know any thing farther of him than 
what I did ; — indeed I could hope to 
make no difcoveries worthy of my Invi- 
fible infpedion, in the family of a perfon 
who had neither wife nor daughter, was 
not diftinguifh*d for any particular vice 
or virtue, never intermeddled in public 
affairs, faw little company, and lived in a 
very rctir'd manner ; — therefore I never 
had a thoughtof vifiting him. 

But it often happens titiat^.vire arc fway*d 
by an unaccountable impylfe t(^^ d© things 
which have no naeariing in them, Aibr af- 
fbrd the leaft profpeft either of pleafure 
or advantage \ and it was in one of thefe 
fudden fliarts that I found myfelf hurried 
into his houfe, feeing the door open as I 
cafually pafsM through the ftreet where be 
lives, 

I found 



I found him fitting in an ealy^chair in 
'{us back parlour, with a letter in his 
ll^hd; but having juftfinlftiMthfc reading 
of it as I came in, I had aot the oppor- 
tunity at that t^me of feeing what it con- 
tdn'd; -— a rnoment atter a fervant en- 
-ter'd, and told him mr. Seewell wai 
come to . wait on him, -»— on which he 
order'd hirh to be introduced, and aSr 

ibont as he was fo, faid to him, 

•] • 'f' ■ . 

Air. tfTary. ^ Oh, iftay gdod fridnd 
^ imr. Seewell, — you are the moft wel- 

* come man alive } — I was juft wifhing; 

* for you/ 

Mr. Sie^ell. * I atti glad then I camfe 

* fo opportunely. — But pray on what 

* account am I fo happy ?* 

Mr. Wary. * Sit down and I will tett 

* you. — You muft know I am defirous 
-*-my fon Ihould have a little infight of 
.« fome branches of the mathematics, and 
« accordingly have been laying out a 

-* good while for* a proper perfon to irt- 
^ ftruft him; — at laft I heard of one 

* who they fay has very great abilities, 
^ and is of a fobcr charafter/ 
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Mr.<Sige%velL * Tb^t.was lnQky.* 

Mr. ff^ary- * Ayq, but you^ have npt 

* heard: aU..— The very, n^c d^y aftpr I 
« h^d agreed With \im%: haf)pe^i(ig t* 
« msmion bis^ iWQft tp an acquaintancp 

* of mioft I ws .inft)rHP['4 t^^t, he is a 

* Eapift, — bornr^fi^ t)5e4: ^^ P^pift j.rn- 

> on whj^h Ipreftntly* fof^t tp.dqfi^B^ 

* perfon jvhpa r^ecQinftiQ^^^ . hie|^ t?^,^ 

* him know he need not give himfelf the 

* troUljtetQ CQPie Wmy hpufe '^n4 #0 

> to ^^iye him the rjeafons;i^5:;,ifi(4B?c^ 

* me to forbid him^ fef^ n^r?. §^wU^ 
« I would rather have my fon I^p^ iftiig- 

* norance all his life, than have his prin- 

* cipfes tainted wi$h: Popery .$i>4rJiRco- 

* bitifm.' > ^. 

Mr. SeewelL * You are very much in 
< the right/ ' . ' ' • 



€ 



Mr. Wary. «. Aye^; ttiWok leaner,:-*- 

yet for ajl that 1 am ftwflgnlycp^efcfcd, 

< and divided, 4^ it wer.e^|n «jyn(bwtg^s^, 

* — he fent ipe a. letter, tbisudwrrtiog^ -*- 

* you fhall read it*, and th««i g^W: me 

* yqyr advice what X»A^^ ; : -i -' «^; 

'^ ■ ^ \ .*^/ 

Jlfr. Seewell. • The beft I can you 
^ may commandi^ . /I .loV 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wary then put the letter inp hh 
hands, which I read at the fame time he 
did, and found it contained thefe lines : 
♦ 
-To Lemuel Warv, Efq-, 

« S I R, 

« T CANNOT forbear being extremely 
** -*• (hock'd at the difappQintment I 
** have received \ but ami much more 
** furprifed at the reafonsj you aflign for 
<* thinking me unworthj^L'the; honour of 
'« inftrud:ing.yoiir fon in a fcrenee whreh 
" has not the leaft connection either with 
** religion or politics. — I flaall never be 
" afliamed to pwn myfelf a member of 

. " the Churrh of Rome ', but atn as far 
«* from being, a Jacobite as you qr any 

c>« one can!; be, ana think it eafy ti> icon- 
*' vince you,, that my being the ojie-is 

. *' a fuSicient proof that I cannot be the 
« other. 1 

V 1. know that .weak minds arc. ftrwge- 
«' ly carry'd^av^r^y*. by jnei^e .worts ;. bat 
*? they cannot long have any influence 

^^ with perfoiis.of undcrfta'Ddirtgi -—you, 
^ fir, need but: give- yourfclf the trouble*. 

• ** .of a few moroe©t& confiderarion-to fee 

•if* pJaioly ho«^;/irtxctfy^' ineoiofijjeiit :it ii. 

(:<*\wkh.th« vmi^ Qfia;true:HortiftriTGa. 



«* thoHc to wifh the Pretender, or any of 
>^* his race, (hould ever be feated -on the 
^ throne of thefe kingdoms, 

** What, fir, could we hope for from 
** a perfon who could not favour us, if 
^* he were fo inclined, without endan- 
** gering himfelf; -—a perfon, who, tho* 
''^' bred in the prkiciple^of the Church of 
** Rome, and ftili prcAflcs to apdhere to 
*^ thefn, yet put hiseldeftfon under the 
** tuition of three the moft zealous ene- 
*' mies of our religion ? — I need not 
<* tell you I mean the lords Dunbar and 
*« Invemefe, both of the Kirk of Sctft- 
-•* laiid, and Lafceltes, an eminent di?v%e 
*« of the Church of Fngland. — WhSt 
** 1 fay, could we exped, were ^'rt^ 
** lution ever to happen in favour <tf thit 
** family, which Heaven forbid, but to 
** be deprived of all thdfe privileges the 
** goodneft of his prefent Majcfty per- 
** mits us the enjoyment of, and to be 
** difcountenanced even more than the 
«« worft of all thofe numerous fe£(dries 
f* which divide the naiicm ? 

** Pkafe, fir, to caft a fliort retrofpe^ 

*< €fii the tranfaftionsof the late rebcUiori^ 

«« 9^ Were not the head« of Chuis, and 

^^ thofe of the Notlefi v^o lifted under 

f^ !ibe banner of the young Fristtnder in 

" ' " Scotland 
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^* Scotland all proteftants, the duke of 
** Perth excepted? — ^ Were not thofe 
** few whom he pick'd up in England^ 
" ProjEcftants, fons of the Rcfownation, 
•* and moft of them of the cftablifh'd 
** Church. —«• Thofe of our perfuafion* 
<* neither abetted or any way affifted the 
"• Adventurer's undertaking \ and fure if 
"our hearts had beca afFe(5led to his» 
^' caule, our handis woi^d not have been. 
" inaftive, ouc number is not fo incon- 
" liderable as not to have done Ibmc' 
*^ ilbrvicc; and then, i{ ever,, was the 
*' time to have fhew'd ourfelvcsf ; — but 
« our peaceful behaviour at that time 
•• ought, mcthihks, to be a fufficient 
•< teftimooy to the whole world how little^ 

^** we dcfcrve to be ftigmatifed with thc^ 
*^ appellation of Jacobites^ 

_ ^* Thus nnich, ffr, in relation to my 
^^ politics J -^ and as to the> other part 
" of your objection, — J do aflurc you,s 
^* upon the word of a chriftian and a 
** man of honour, that I fhall never. 
•* mingle matters of religion in my dif- 
** courfc with any of my pupils. 

'. **' If, after this declaration, you think 

^^ me worthy of attending your fon, the 

** beft of my endeavours ihall not be 

" wantiiig to inftruft him in the fciencc 

N 3 l\ I pro* 
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** I profefs to teach, and in all otlm 
*» things to prove that 1 am^ 

*« With the greatcft rerpeft, 

*« S I R, 

*' Tour moft obedient, and 

" Humble fervant, 

' " P. Neuter. 

Mr, Wary. « WcUj fir, what do you 
« think of this epiftle ? -^ Pray give mc 

* your opinion candidly.* 

Mr. Seewelf, * Wliy really, tnr. Wary, 

* therfe are fonie things in it which can- 

* not be denied •, yet 1 would not advife 

* you, by any means, to put him over 

* your fun/ 

Mr. PFary. * Kot if I am convinced 

* he is no Jacobite ?* 

Mr. SeewelL * What then ; — you 
^ are convinced he is a Papift, and being 

* fuch, cannot cordially wifli well to 

* any who are Proteftants; — the" very 

* principles of his uncharitable religion 

* forbid that he ihould do fo ; — the 

* Churc|i of Rome looks On what they 

- ^ * call 



I 
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* 'call tlhfe ^6rth^tn Hefefy in a worfe 
' light than Pag^riifm ; — - ^nd though, 
*. as he fays, they m^y not defire a change 

* 6f gbvernfm'eht in favour of the Pre- 
? tcin'der, yet they would doubtlefs be 

* ghd to fee, not only thefe kingdoms, 
^ but allthofe -^^^here the ReiTormation ha^ 

* taken'placejtevblved in blood, anarchy 

* and confufion/ 



Mr, fVary. • It is very true, indeed, 

* mr. SeeweU -, — they have always 

* fliewn a Tpirit of perfccui:ion in them.* 

Mri SeewelU * Hating us^s they do, 
"• it would be the greateft weaknefs to 
^ imagine they would fincerely contri- 
^ bute any thing towards pur making a 
*• Ihining figure in the world ; and cannot ' 

* therefore be looked upon as duly qua- 
** Hfied, however able they may be in 
'* other refpe(5fe, for Tutplrs or.Precep- 

* tors to our youth.* 

Mr. tf^ary. * No, no, -^ Lwill havfc 

* nothing to do with him ; — I will not 

* be cajoled by his fair pretences.' 

Here they broke off all farther fpecch 

on this fubje(?t j and ais 1 found they were 

beginnitig to eriter on ^matters which did 

fiot feexn to jne of any confequence, I left 

N 4 . them 
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them, and took the $rft ^iipfotlfmt} d 

going out of the hQiife^ 

I Ihall not trouble my readers witfc 
any animadverfions either on mr. Neuter*! 
letter or the converfation which enfued 
\ipon it, but leave every one to judge as. 
hie (hall think naoft reafpiiabl^. 



T' 
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Contains fucb a fort of method, for thi 
cure of an amorous conftitution^ ai 
ferbaps there are more ladies than 
one nvbo, will not tkink tbemfehts 
obliged to the Author for reviealing. 

^HERE is no refentment fo imf 
placable and latting as that which 
is occafioned by love converted into ha- 
tred by ill treatment-, and by the more 
flow degree this paffion rifes in our minds, 
the more virulent it becoqies after having , 
once gain'd pofleflipn.. 

Cleanthes, a gentleman of a good fa:- 
niily, great worth, and opulent cftate, 
loved to the moft roniantic eJccefs a 
young woman, who, excepting a tolerablie 

fharc/ 
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fliare of<;bcauty, had no one real charm^ 
to recommend her to a perfbnof Jiis cha- 
rafler • — Ihe was meanly born, more • 
nleanly educated ; — flie was filly, vain, 
capricious, and of a reputation not quit^ 
Unolemilh'd. 

Yet did he nofooner become acquaint*- 
cd with her than he broke off the ad-r 
dfefl^Cfi he had long made to a lady of 
great merit and fortune 5 , and in a fhort 
time, contrary to all the remonftrances,^ 
and difluafions of his friends, publickly; 
married, her. 

Being a huftiand made him not lefs Xx 
l^vcr; -i— his obfeiquioufnefs is not to be 
paralleled ; — his whole ftddy was to- 
pleafe herj every fucceeding day brough|: 
with it an addition of his dotage of her ; . 
— he was always happy in her prefence, 
never eafy in her abfence; — and,.ife9> 
ufe Shakefpear's expreffion^ 

•'Appetite increased by* what it fed on.* 

AgUura, for fo fliie is call'd, had fo 
little fenfe of the happinefs (he enjoy'd; 
or affeftion or gratitude for the man who 
bieftorw'd it on her, that (he prefently 
gave the greateft loofe to her too amo- 
rous mclinations ; r- thought of nothing ^ 
N 5, \fcu 



274 ^^^ Tnvifble S p y ; 

but engaging new admirers, and to that 
end made advances, which would be 
fhocking to- repeat, to every pretty fel- 
lovjr^Ihe came in company with, even be- 
fore the face of her much injur'd hufband, 
who, bhnded by his paffion, for a long 
tirpe look'd on all fhe did as proceeding 
only from the too great vivacity of her 
temper. 

Had Ihe obferv'd the leaft degree of 
circumfpedion in her amours, he would 
fcarce ever have believ'd there was a pof- 
fibility of her being guilty ; — but Ihe 
took no pains to deceive him, and tho' 
fhe knew he lived but in her fight,* wis 
fcarce ever at home j and, through the 
want either of artifice or complaiiance> 
^ve herfelf not the pains of making any 
cxcufes for her continual rambles. 

This made Him at laft fall into a deep 
melancholy ; yet ftill he loved her, and 
could not for a great while prevail on^ 
himfelf to la/ any reftriftions on her cob- 
duft : - — all who had any knowledge of 
the manner in which they lived together, 
while they highly condemned her treat- 
ment of him, were ready to delpife his 
• knity and forbearance. 
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At length, however, the tables were 
entirely airn'ti ; — from having been at 
firft the moft fond, and afterwards the 
paffive hu(band, he became, all at once^ 
the moft cruel and tyrannic ; -^ he took 
from her ail the jewels and other oma^ 
ments he had beftow'd upon her, locked 
her into a garret, fufFer'd no one to come 
near her, except a fervant who carried 
food to her of the coarieft kind, and no 
mare than would juft fuffice «o keep her 
from perifliing. 

It cannot be fuppofed but that fo 
ftrange an altcrati^ in the behaviour of 
the late fond, and indeed madly^ doating 
Cleanth^^ muft beeome the fubjeA of 
much converfation in town. — A l^y of 
my acqwaintance, who is reckoned to 
have a pretty tafte for poetry^ lhew*d me 
a few lines (he had wrote extempore on 
t)M occafiDfi, which I think may npt'be 
difagreeable to my readers. — They are 
o»s jfoUo'wi: -r - ; . ' 
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On the prefent CruiUy of Cl^ahtIie^^ U 
a Wi^E whom be once lov4d /^ asgriU 
an txfefs. 

* AS tapers languilh at th* approach 

* «**- of day, 

* And, by degrees, mek flow theiir flrine 

* away, 

* Awhile they glimmer* with. contra6led 

* fires, 

* Trembling, unable to relax their fpircsi 

* But when: the fun-s broad eye is^open'd 

* wide, 

^ And beams, thick flaftiing, Ihoot.on, 

* ev'ry fide, 

* No more their emulative force, they 

'try, 

* But, ftruck with radiance, fink at obgc. 

* and dier * 






So in his heart love long maintained 
its place, 

* 'Till full conviaion glar'd him in the. 
- * face, 
« And forc'd th' unwilling (bftnefs to 

' give way 
« To hate, and rage, and fierce fefcnt-, 
* ment's fway. 



tUn^ 
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. •'Unhappy man ! 
<^What wild extremes hurry thy head- 

* ftrong will ? 
•'What boift'rou$ paflions thy vex'dL 

•bofomHU? 

* To reafon's facred rules a truant I 
: • ftill. 

* Whoe'er he be the golden mean fqrc- 

* goes, 

* Eixchanges hop'drfor ; Joys for certain 
•woes/. 

By all the difcourfes I heard wherever 
I went, concerning this affair, I found, 
that though fcarce any one pitied Ag- 
l^ura, yet almpft every one condemned 
Ci^anthes,, no lefs for, his prefent ill ufage 
of her, .than they had formerly done foe 
the extravagance of hi3 loye. . 

* It is bexieath the dignity of a man of 

* fenfe or honour, — faid one, — to treat 

* thus inhumanly a woman, ' how un- 

* worthy foever fhe may be, who is yet hij^ 

* wife/ 

* If fhe R really guilty of having 

* wrong'd his bed, — cryM another, — 

* as indeed there is not the leaft room to 

* doubt,, why^ on^^ the difcoyery of hw 
J crime;, did. he not: tura . her out , o 

♦ doori^ 
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• doors ? — why did he not fuc for a ^y 

* vorce?* 

It is certain that his way of proceeding 
with h6r .appearM fo odd, that ttittif 
people were apt to think that her pitfent 
ft^rings were owing rather to a thihge' 
in his own humour, than to any detec- 
tion hfe had made of her ;fal(hood : — * 
others, on the contrary, imagined he 
ftill lov'd her^ and that after he had 
punifli'd her a while he would forgfvc 
all that was paft, and again take hef to 
his bofom. 

Various, and wiidely different COnjfec*- 
tures were formed in relation both to the 
hufband and the wife, at aJJ which I 
laugh'd in my fleve, believing, —^ i dare 
fay with a good deal of tealbn, '*-*-that 
no one perfon in the whole world, ex- 
cepting the Invifibie Spy, was at the 
bottom of this fecret; --*- the means by 
which I became matter of it I fhali now; 
iicquaint my readers with. - 

I fuppM one night at the hoyfe of an 
intimate friend at Kenfington, . and hap- 
pening to liay there more late than it 
was ju^gM ftfe for me to go home alone^ 
was Very much prefs'd by him to take 
«i fe-rant with mej -^ but t, icnowing 1 

had 



Tte In^ifihii 5^ p y # 27 9 

had ,a better fecurity about me than any 
ftnrant coutd be, rged^d his offer, and 
when I was got a little way from the 
houfe girded on my Belt oi Invifibility, 
and walk'd on at my leifure^ equally free 
from danger as from fear. * 

' Foolhardy, as I perhaps was look'd 
upon for venturing alone through Hyde-' 
Park, on account of fome ill accidents 
h^d lately happened there ^ — it was not 
above nine o'clock when I left Kenfing^ 
ton, — an hour which I thought too late 
to mafce any othet vilits, and too foon 
to ihut myfelf up in my own apartnient ; 
-— therefore, as the night was pleafant 
and pretty warm, the kafon confider'd, 
I faunter'd towards the Serpenjine-River, 
revolving in my mind fome part of the 
cenverfation I had juft been entertained 
with. 

Many minutes had not elapfed in this 
employment before I was difturbed from 
it by the murmurs of fome human voices 
whieh I heard at a fttiall diftance ; — my 
natural curiofity making hie draw nearer 
to the place whence the found proceeded, 
I eafily diftinguifh'd a man. of a good ap- 
pearance holding by the arm a genteel 
well-drefs'd woman, whom he feem'd 
rather to drag than lead td^trdft the banks 

of 
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of the river ; — as thefc perlbns wtfl^ nia; 
other than Cleanthes and Aglaura,' I (half 
infert what was faid by each . of thetfi 
under their refpeftive names* 

Jglaura. ^ Indeed this is migf^ 

* foolifli, Cleanthes-, — I cannot ima- 

* ginc what (hould make you brf% ine 

* irither. at this time of night.* 

Cleanthes. * Have a llttk putience^ 
«• you ihall know prefcntly/ 

Aglaura. * L will not ftir ofte ftep 
•• farther /till you tell me.* 

Cleanthes. * Then you muft be forced. . 

* • --- Come, come, — no refiftance.* 

4glaura. *- How dal know but you 

* may have a dcfign to murder mc !* 

Cleanthes. • No, Ihave too muclrre- 

* gard for myfelf to go fuch lengths. — - 

* Perhaps, indeed, if you provoke me 

* by your obftinacy^ i may chance to 

* fpoil that face you are fo vain upon,.— 
•'I can ufe myfword to other purpofes 
•than killing,* 

With th^fe words he drew his fword, 
the point, of which gUtttring in her eyes 

as 
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V hei^UMher roughly forwards, frighted 
%tT (q much that fhe priefeptly Ccream'd. 
Wt,, 

Aglanra^ Ah ! — help ! help ! — Is 

* there no body near tp fave me ! 

CkMtbes, * Bci hu(K'd 5 — a fecond 

* outcry and your nofe goes off.* 

^ j/gla0a. * Oh lud ! — Oh lud! — 
.4 Oh lud !^ — How can you be fo barba* 
*' rous to ufe me thus only for a little in- 
•• noccnt frolic I' 

GUanlbes. * Shamelefs wretch ! — Can 

* you call it an innocent frolic to come 

* to the door of a public coflfee houfe and 

* fend in for your gallant! — Had I not 
*- happened to be there, — had not thefe 

* eyes and ears been witnefles of your 
•guilt, you might, and doubtlefs would 
*^ have deny'd, wrfworn it/ 

Aglaura. * I meant no. harm 5 *— I 
/ only wanted to rally him a little about 
^ ibmething I had heard concerning him/ 

Chant bes., ^ Infamous abandoned prof- 

* titute, — have I. not an hundred tinws 
^ infifted on your never fpeaking to that 
*^ fellowmore, nor to that other coxconil?* . 

* Lc 
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* Lc^Brunc, yet had you not the •front 

* to run arm in arm this morning' with 

* the one into the Vineyard, In the face of 

* the whole Mall, and at night came in 

* parfuit of the other ! — But this is no 

* time for ^xpoftulation, — I^ am con- 

* vinced of the injury you have done me, 

* and will punilh you accordingly. — 

* Come, ftrip.' 

Aglaura. ^ Oh lud! — what'^o you 

* mean !* 

Cleantbes. * You have a raging fever 

* in your blood, which I have bethought 

* me of a more effe^ual rfiethod to cure 

* than all thfc doftors' in Europe could 

* prefcribe; -—therefore ftrip, I fay.* 

« 

White he was fpeaking lie began to 
tear off part of her upper garments ; — 
^— • -fhe ftruggled, — fell on her knecs» ^— 
wept, — pray'-d, — be|eechM Jiim to for- 
give her, — : vow'd never to offend him 
hit>re 5 — but all in vain^ lie remained 
inexorable to her entreaties, — remoffe- 
left to her griefs, and forced her, with 
his fword. pointed to her bread, to pluck 
off every thing, *till flie was reduced to 
her birth-day fiiit, aid lay at his feet 
quite naked, and. trembling for the ifliie 
of her fete. 

The 
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The vrndiiflive hufband ihen fnatch'd 
her rudely from the earth, and taking 
faft holcj 6f both her fhoulders plung'd 
her into the 'river, keeping her under 
water ^ till fhe'was almoft ftrangled, then 
fufFer'd her to raife her head ; but it was 
only in order to renew her torments, for 
the moment 'he found /he *had retover'd 
breath he prefs'd her down again, ' — fo 
that without bting drown'd (he felt all the 
agonies which that kind of death infli(5(s. . 

Weary'd, 1 believe, tho* not glutted, 
as I afterwards found, with the exercife 
ot his revenge, he threw hef on the grafs, 
whtre (lie lay for Ibme minutes without 
motion, and in all appearance without 
breath -, — never had life fo much the 
ihew of death •, yet was it chiefly fear 
that had fo much overcome her ; for (he . 
lifted herfelf up with more agility than I 
could have imagined, on hearing him 

Cleantbes. ' The operation is noy;r 

* over, — you may put on your cloaths 

* and prepare for going home.* 

As much as the fright had feiz'd her 
fpirits, as the cold had benumb'd her 
limbs, thefe words enabled her to rear 

herfelf 
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bcrfelf and begin to gather up hei* haBi- 
Jioients, part of which lying fcattel^dat 
fbnic diftance, Cleanthes, with r coop" 
ceinptuous air, kicked nearer to her. — ^ 
She wrapped up her Ihivering body as 
well as ihe could; ibr I cannot call it 
drefling, and as foon as (he had done, 
Cleanthes bid her follow him^ *— which 
ihe didv tho' ready to fink at every fte^ 
fhe took. 

I kept" pretty neap to them,, and found' 
that the coach which brought them thith^ 
had, by hi^ orders, waited their return at 
the Park wall ; — - he went haftily int30 it, 
but poor AgUura was too feeble to reach 
the ioot*ftool without the affiftance of tBe 
coachman: — they drove away, and I 
went home /b much aftoaifli'd at whatP 
had feen, that I had not power to make 
any reflexions on it for fome time. 

My mind however, grew more iettled 
by a niglit^s. repofe, and', impatient to 
know how they would behave to each 
other after what had pafs'd between them, 
I went direftly to their houfe ; — Clcr 
afithes was up alone and at breakfaft. — 
Soon after my entrance a fervant^maid 
came in and faid to him»^ 

Maid., 
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Maid. ^ Sir, my lady has caillM for a 
•fr dift^ of chocolate, but I would not pre- 

* fultte to carry any up without your per- 

* miflion, as your orders laft night Were 
^ fo pivfitive that flie fliould be ted with 

* riothii:^ but watcrgrucl and dry bread.* 

': CleantJ^s. * Why then do you trouble 
•* mc now ? — 'Do you think I gave orders 

* at night to retraft them in the morning? 
^— Be gone, and kt xnc hear no" more 
-* of it.* 

The maid withdrew, and I followed 
/hwto the room where Aglaura was now 
lodgM, which was indeed a wretched 
' garret ; -*- Ihc was in bed weeping, but 
on the maid's repeating the commands ^f 
Clcanthes, her tears flow'd fafter, — ^Ihe 
wrung her hands, — jfhe beat her breaft j 
— but it is more eafy for tlic reader tfi 
conceive her defpair than for me to ex- 
prefs it, — fo I ftiall only fay the Ipefitaclc 
was too moving, — I could not bear it, 
but left the houfe immediately, and rf- 
turn'd not thither 'till after eight or ten 
4ays, in which time the town was ap- 
prized of the fuffering of Aglaura, ex- 
cept the ducking part, and fpoke of the 
ftrange change or Cleanthes in the maqjiet 
i have already related. 

Oil 
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On my next vMit Cleamhes had Vflia 
him an elderly lady, who I afterwards 
perceived was iii$ aunt ; — flie came, it 
Jfeetbs, to {>erfuade him* to. treat bis tranf- 
grefling wue with, let feverity ; — the dif- 
courfe between them, was as follows : t 

Lady^^ * I am* as feniible as you can 

* b^ of the faults of Aglaura^ and the 
^ dilhonour fhe has brought upon, you ; 

.* yet, my dear nephew, you demean 

* yourfelf by ufing in this fafliio;i a we- 

* man who, though unworthy, is ftiU 

* ,your v^fo. . • 

CUa^hcs. 'Madam, Icaivnpvlonger 
^^ thinj&, ojf,.Jier 'as: a wife,; nor. eve«i: as a 
'^^^^pn^n Vbiit-as^^a: d^ayt^ bitnm& ! 
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J . ^ipa^p^, - iYxauam , i- cai^ ncp^ longer 

^* thinj&, ojf,.Jier 'as: a wife,; nor. eve«i: as a 

^ Vpn^n vbi"^.as ^a: do^^ 

,^-zr.a%E^nt't:^tHadlt m^l^ 

L \^* Put her. then, wt of your 

, • • , . , /i . . . ■ ^ ' * 

ilj' (ll£anih&f..,\ TlmtJiyouldbe givifig^her 




' have hot L . _,- -- -, .„ 

•* fine; her ^ here 'till I can fend hw for 

. *'xver from my^ flight : — ^ I have already 

.'* wjcQte to^ tenant of.iiiir^ in the farthfift 

•part of Yorlifhire!, -p— he wiU-b^ in 

,/•^ ' * town 
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« town next week, and take her with him 

* taWsIhoufc- 

*.*'■' 

The. good lady took her leaye,. after 
-having h^rdiand appcovi'd tbisirQfoJuti0o, 
wiiich^ as i: hav« btteft-4ince infof m'dy he 
pot in exe^otion-^ hei had faid. 

The CONCLUSION. 

HE RE, O reader ! a total ftop is put 
to my endeavours to oblige thee ! — 
nature h^s b^ed all my vafn precautions 
to prefowe my littlfcivir^ injher native 
purity : — the woman whom I appointed 
to attend her, accidentally dropp'd from 
her pocket the pifture of a very lovely 
youth ; — the girl^ unfortunately for me, 
as well as for thee, took it up, was 
charmM with it j^-f- fleep renew'd the 
pleafing nmtge in W mi»d7,a|i^ added 
life and mcy^opjta itj^-*^' fhe^dream'd 
that It t«a3 hcr^jedfellow, ^-j3i^ it kifs*d, 
embraced^ iRd 1^ withitt-hciwrms ; — 
fo that inj^ite of all my cares', arid with- 
out ever having fe^n the fubftance of a 
man, (he has reccivcd^^n idea of the dif- 
ference of fexcs. *'• "^ 

Her 
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Her pretty fingers no longer have tte 
power to cleanfe my Tablets, — the fli^ 
^)gue laft repeated remains Aill urle!" 
punged, and leaves no room for any fu- 
iture impreffion. — How grievous a dif- 
appointment to me! '— • how terrible a 
mortification ! — but we muft all fubmit 
to deftiny, which compels me now to bid 
thee eternally adieu ! — adieu 1— adieu I 
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